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A 3catens Analysls View Of The Vietnaw dur:  10£521972

DITRODUCTION

This woluxme, plus the oiher eleven volumes in the series, contalns
avery ar:icla aver printed In Sha Joutheast Asia Analysis Peport (a row
additicnsl capers not peint21 in the report are occasioneliy included, %00.).

Fif<y iszues of the Southesst Asia Anclysis Report were published
from Jamiary 1:67 through ganusry 172 by the Soucheast Asia office under
the Assi:tant Secretary of D=lsn3e (Systems Analysis). The Roport had
two purocsas. First, it served as a vehicle to distribute the aiilyses
produced by Srstems Analysis on Southeast Asia. It thuz provided other
agencies 13 opportuaity to tell us it we were wrong and to help preveat
research duplicatisas., We solicited and received frequent rsbuttals or
comments op our analyses which sharperied our ctudies and stimulated hetter
analysis by other agencies, Second, it was a useful managewent tool for
gettiag more good work from our staff -- they knew they must regularly

produce studies which would be read critically throughout the Exscutive
Branch. :

The first page of the Report stated that it "is not an official publi-
cation of the Department of Defense, and does not necessarily reflect the
views of the Secretary of Defense, Assistant Secretary of Defense (Systems
Analysis), or camparable officials."” The intent was solely to improve the
quality of analysis on Southeaast Asia problems -- and to stimulate further
thought a=d discuiasion. The revort wvas successful in doing precisely this.

We distributed about 350 copies or' the Report each month to OSD (Nffice
of the Secretary of Defense), the Military Departments, CINCPAC, and 3aigon,
and to otzer interested agencies such as the Paris Delegation, AID, State
Department, CIA and the White Youse 3taff., Most copies circulated outside
OSD were in response to specific requests “om the individual person or
agency. Our readership included many of tne key commanders, ctaff officers,
and analysts in Washington and in the field, Their cotments were almost
alwvays generous and complimentary, even when they disagreed with our
conclusions. Some excerpts appear below:

"I believe the 'SEA Analysis Report' serves a useful purpose, and
Y wwild like to see its present distribution contimued.” {Deputy Secretary
of Defense, 31 May 1968) .

"We used & highly interesting item in your May Analysis Report as
the basis for a note to the Secretary, which I've attached." (State
Department, 28 Juna 1567)

"We were all :5st impressed with you. first mogthly Southeast Asia
Aoalysis Report. Not only do we wish to continue to receive it, but we
would appreciate it if we could receive 4 (four) copies fron now on."
(White House, 9 Pebruary 1567)
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"Ambassaior has es*at 1.2 T2 ¢2i. you that he ha3 ruch appre-
clated az) benefitad from the ghulles nr‘ a:&ly:e af this publizatien.”
(3tata Depxvtment/ hite House, 24 Jan ary; 1:34)
"Conrratulat.ons on your Januery ‘:13:a, The '3ituation in 3suth
Vietnom' article was esbe“uu,,r interes-ts -2 a3 -rovoking.” (State

Derartrunt, 24 January 1969)

"I let Ambazsador tace a 3wing 2% the naper., He ;rade several
conzan*3 which may be of interest o you. 'any thanks for putting us back
on distcibution for your report. Alao, fe23vite the return volley, I hope
you will continue sending your proiucts.” (SACV-CORDS, 17 June 1968)

"As an avid reader (and user) of th2 3ZA Analysis Reoort, I see a '
need for more roundsd analyses in “he re::Tcation rield anl fever simplistic
constructs.” (MACV-DEPCORDS, 17 Apri). 1363)

"The SEA Programs Division is to te ccacended for its perceptive
analyzis of topics that hold the contizulmg ccncera of this heaiquarters,..
The approach was thoughtfully objective throughout and it was particularly
pleasing to note a more incisive recogniticn of factors that dely quanti-
fied expression." (Commcader, US Army Vietoam-USARV, 20 Novesber 1967)

"In general, I think it i. becoming the best analytical periodical
I've seen yet on Vietnan (though there's not much competition).”
(MACV-DEPCORDS, 21 April 1967)

"Statistical extrapolations of this type serve an sxtremely useful
purpose in many facets of our daily warik." (CIA, 6 Februsry 1967)

"One or the most useful Systeas Analy3rs products “re have ssen is
the monthly Southeast Asia Progress Revort.... Indeed it strikes many
of us as pertaps the most searching and stimulatiag periodic analysis
put out on Vietnam." (President of The Rard Corporation, 22 October 1969)

In November 1968, 55 addressees answered a guestionnaire adout the
Report: 52 said the report was useful, 2 saii it wvas rot, and 1 said,
"The report does not meet an essential need of this headjuarters;"”
nonetheless, it desired "to remain on distribution” for 7 copies. From
48 questionnaires with complete responses, we found that an average 4.8
people read each copy -~ & projected reaiersaip of 500-950, depending on
vhether we assured 1 or 2.4 readers of copies for vhich no questionnaire
was returned.

Readers responding to the questioanaire reported uai.ns ths Report
for the following purposes:

Informaticn Lo

Analysis 31%
Policy iaking . 11%
Briefings T
Other 4
w5 T

o -




« v Y

et W YA S B A Bl e gt AT ¥

. g S A . W s v O

3

In aldittinn, read::s rendroeil aboud equal 'nter=at In each ol tnz sevan sub-
Jecb urees noyeally nsoverad In Lhe Report.,

YC/1VA 15%

Afr Operations 20h

RVNAF 17%

Pacifi.ation 13%

Friendly Forces 12%

Deployments 12%

Logistics/Coastruction 8%

1004

Thers wa3 soxze na2gat’ve reaction to the Report. Concern was exzreszed
about "%n= distorsel impress‘om the Report left with the reader and its
wide dissezination which "inplies its acceptance by t.he Secretary of Defense,
giving ih: documens increassd credibility.”

Given the way in whicn the Southeast Asia Analyais Report “as used,
the important respansidbilities of meny of i1ts readers, and tae controversial
aspects of the revort, I decided to include in these twelve volizes every
article ever published in a Soutbeast Asia Analysis Report. This vill allow
the users of these volumes to arrive at their own coaclusions.

Thonas C. Thayer
February 18, 1975
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VC/UVA ILSSES « WPEXLY AVREAGE
1965 - 1960 f
2nd  3rd  kth 1st  2rd . 3nd . bth  Txal |
Qir §tr gir Qb S G Kr 0 |
Estimated LET 3 . . )
Killed 2 T05 1165 1555 1505 137¢ 1805 1730 1685
Cantnred 100 15 135 139 15 170 300 18
Ni1 Defectorz¥ W3 W5 <2y S0 gy _so _Guy —y

Est. Total Losses 110 1745 2215 2215 ayky 2220 Zuid 220

Averagz Fricnély . '
Strenguh (GO0) 689 798 88 P4 338 1076 11ko 1G.%

Total Losscs/1000 ,
Friendly/wWeek 1.7 212 2.5 2.3 1.9 22 2.3 2.2

a/ 1.5 times recorded "™ody count.
b/ 2 times recoriled rilltary de’ehtors.

The tlble shows estimates of the averags encry lua"es Per week
zince April 19£5. By Lth gquarter 1335, estimated military losses
(xilled, captured, nilitary defectors) reached 2215 per weck., Tre,
Veekly average for CY 1046 has increased t& 0259, primar‘ly due td
high losses in Lih quarter. . -

Encuv loeses frac vounds are insluded in the riceres (ln the xi;led

category ) Losed on the U2 Tatsllisonce Hoard asdizate of 1.5 en bl

wounded for esch one rilled, with one-thlra oi the wounded put cuy of

action; this rosults in 8 less of .5 rfor =a:zh VC/NVA rocorind killed,

or abumt 525 sddltionul averase lossec por weez in Y 19605, (MACY

estimates .23 losses for esch VC/NVA killed, or an average aaditionol

loss of about 3CO per weex) The military acfectors category includer
14
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desgerters who do not turn themselves in to the GVN centers, baced
on the Hoard estirnte that there is cne uarccorded deserter for each
recorded defector; this resulta in enother 2k5 averug: losses per
week in CY 1966.

The enemy locz rate wau . prrently not affected sisnificantly
by the greatly in:zrcased friendly ectivity tetween Mth quartcr
CY 1355 and Lth quarter 1306 whicn ineluded: $O) increase in bate
talion days of cperaticns: at least 297 increase in battalion sized
operations contactiiz the enemy; a 1407: fncrecase in £mall unit actions
accorpanied by an 8% increcese in contactz. Moreover, armenld helie
copter sorties in 3V .doubled frem 1% COO to 28,600 por month.
(Attack scrties in SVN also rose sl*ghtly, fre 12, 800 to 13, 30
per month.)

Graph #1 indicates that there may be some relamtionsbi p botveen
the rumber of VC/I'VA killed durirz a given quarter and the nurber
of vc/rm. defectors and deserters during the fo.lozing q\urter.
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Ectirated Losses; -
Xilled (Body .
" Count) 1005 915 . 1200 1150 1070 1370
Pied of ¥ asdf 350 220 420 405 . 375 430
Captured §”7’" 40 40 W 40 49 SR
, Military Defcocters 290 220 180 305 2hs 315
Est. Totol Losses 55 W95 1IN0 OO 1730 7235
. " Average Friendly . ' ::-
Strength (000) 930 982 . 1044 1Ih3 1025 ‘1192 .
Total VC/rVA Lozses/ . S
1000 Friendly Strength/ o S e - .
Woek .81  1.52° 176 L.66 1.69° ° 1.8
, 755 Tizes recerded Mtoly count.” = Reviied YACY estirate. e
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' derived oy dividing the 18G5 total of 23 oy L2. - . )
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The "WO/ /100 Yo e ™ erdiede dn fh o Sty 0T U4 Anelyoiz Sevowt
in .A\u.tr-d thet YO/ el Yeornie o v ing O LOUL anovered 2200 ¥Or
week,  The frotern uscd 1o Srelep tls cativate wore provided by the
UDIR in 0% AN 3eCS.  Sened on onew 00V Centors, “f,{ have been re'.'isca
dowmeard, razuit noodnoeoiow everese of A7L0 cor oweel, o decrease of £30.
Craxh #L coentrects thy ol tad new Tolcr uy guestes. Teble 2 sncws
th~ cerponents ol vy Ldcdl deas £fpuvs, provious end current weeZly
evera;yes Ten CF 1549, sna tho o-’l €L nee faetora. .
TIRIT &
» i . ———, . -
TOCGRNITRSN OF ' SUEL M RATA
(v=ealy niC: FR RN (T
Killed (Pcdy Count) 1070 (Boly Sount) w07
Dind of Wounds (.5 tims bo:‘.:{ count) 535 (.35 times boﬂy'co,m Y 375
" Cuplured - (r.u Detainees) -+ 185 . (po., 'm camps) S R
Militery Defecters (2 times record- 496 | (Recoreed defectors) 25
. bd defécters) ! o )
: . . . . —
Tota) 2280 - .. T3

persons for CY 1966, and wve hKave dividsd it by 52 weeks to yield the new
. weekly. averese of LO captured, a reduction cf 145 frun the previous veekly
.average. - The CIICPAC foanference alsc asreed that th previous urectice

The resent CYINCPAC inielligence conference egroed that the "vo/iva
died of wounds" figwre is mocb a.ccuru‘.:el;-,' estizenied (on the bosis of o
MACV study) by ucing a factor of .35 tiras the "bedy count", rether
than ihe previcus fsctor of .9 ti. s "cody count." In sadition, MACV
has reported that the average figure of 185 per week for VCO/IVA captured
ineluded all persoas detiined in opereticns before 4hey were sircensd.
It thercfore included persans-who, efter soreening, vere clessilled as
Chieu Moi returrecs, priscners of war (F07), criminel defendents, and
innocent civiliens. The CINCPAC intellipcnce conference agresd that cnly
the POY¥ in cerps should should be counted as long term losses (Chici, Hoi
are counted in the defector category); this figwre nmounts to eround 2000

X Y]

of co\.nting Kite) tddxtm'.a.l daserter for cach :.J.la.t:.rv Gefector 1o the G‘."’:!A

. W& not warrcated. By the-etidence; ‘thusy tha previcus '-acer:ly everage is -.
.reduced from 490 to the prc..mt l(.\'\.l of ah‘j ) pcnhr» & new MACY study

on the subjcet. . _

The revisel data inhcn.t.x. t‘m.t the VL/!’VA lo st T p‘.rso:;:xcl.pﬂr
week during CY 2966 for cvery 1000 friendly for\.n.r; ths previdus esti-
mate was 2.2, Groph #2 indicetes the differences by qus'.rter. '
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ESTIMATES OF VC/NVA COMYAT DEATHS

Two methods have bteen used for estimating enemy combat deaths in South
Vietnam: body cownts and iantelligence reporte. The latter include sgzent
reporvs, priconer interregationg uand captured ene-y docwnents.

Official reperis of cnery combut deaths (KIA) are supposed to be tased
cn body counts of enery dcad by combat units; these numbered 55,)?1: for CY 66.
Vigorous efforts are made (at lecast by US fcrees) to keep the body counts as
honest ag posrible. However, there are so many difficultlies and dangers
involved in accurate body counting that the accuracy of the "body count" 1is
constantly being questioned. Among the problemy sre:

(1) The enemy places a high priority on reclaimi.ag bodies
from the battlef’ -1, so that in most combat situations
all enemy dead are not there to te counted.

'(2) The terrain in much of Vietram makes it difficult to find
‘all of the bodies, particularly in the junglcs-and swanps.

(3) Continuing combat or sniper fire may make it too hazardous
to do more than estimante enemy losses. .

(k) Some number of the enemy are killed by our artiller:,r,
' tactical air and B-52 strikes in areas whkere we can't
ccunt the bedies.

(5) In cases where the bedy count make: the battle result
- ’ look unfavorable, the tendency and pressures to estimate
and perhaps exaggerate the body ccunt are very strong.

MACY 70 Docurent Study

" An alternative method of estimating enemy combat desths is from

- intelligence reports of enemy losses. The conceptual and procedural

problems in producing good estimates bated on these materisls are complex,
but one. effort has received widespread attention and is worthy of review.

- Early this yesr, MACV studied 7O documents which mentioned unit strengt_:hs L
‘and unit gains and losses. We do not know what criteria MACV used to '

gelect the documents, so we do not know whether they are a representative -

.anple. The 70 documents, covering units with 18,792 ussigned personnecl,* ™ =+.

mentioned 395 KIA (in 24 of the documents). Annex 1 abstracts the signi-
ficant portions of 17 of the documents that contain information about )
eneny losses. These docum=nts consist of account books, notebooks, fozd -
supply records, mess registers and medical activity reports. Some are
periodic reports, others after-uction reports, and still others simply
notaticns telling of cremy strengths and lces»s. With each abstract we
have summarized the information derived about enexy assigned strength, KIA

'losses and the time period of the strength/loss information.

2
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MACY's mothod of ertimating cnoery KIA from this data i3 quite complex.
For each document the ratio of XIA lurcues to tetal losses - dezerters, TV,
KIA, MIA, WI\A, school, cte.. - i3 ccrpiuted. Thece ratios are aversged, cver
all 70 docunents, and a Kia factor of 1.9% of agcigned strength per nmonth
is derived. This factor is further refined tc 2.1%5 of assign-1 stirencth
per month by adjusting for persons missing in actic:u that can be presured
KIA. Losses are then assesced against cnery strength by multiplying the
man-months of the reportcd (not retrcspective) CY GG cnemy order of battle
by .0213. MACV's method vroduccc an cstimate of about 58,000 KIA for CY 64,
or sbout 4.50 abcve the official body count.

There are many serious conceptual problems with the MACV study. Using
the same meihodology but ihe .etrospeciive military order of battie (i.e.,
reconstructed later with the Lenefil of more data), you get 63,600 KIA or 135

" more than the officia) KIA cstimate. Moreover, some of the documents refer

to KIA over several mcnths (whereas MACV assumed they all covered 1 month).
Thus tiue KIA in the documents should be divided by the assigned strength times
the period covered. (For example, reference 50 refers to an assigned stren; th
of 596 and 57 KIA over a six month period. MACV would compute the attrition

" rate to be 11.2% (67/596). The rate should be divided by the 6 month time
_period giving a KIA rate of 1.87% of assigned strength per month.) The average

period covercd in the 70 documents was about 14 menths, resulting in a KIA
factor of l.hﬂ%_ per month and a total KIA against the retrospective OR of
kl4,300 for CY 66 or 20% telow the body count. .

"MACV also assumes that Combat, Mmihjstrutin Service, and Irreguiar
units all suffer the same percentage killed cach month. YHowever, the decuments

‘with loss data refer only to combat units, and ccabat units accouat for oniy

of the strength in the CY 66 retrospective enemy order of battle. We
suspect that irregulars and possibly edminictrative service forces fignt less

.and thereby lose fewer men per ycar than do cocbat units. Unfortunately, we
don't have enough documents to make a valid estimate of the relative kill

ratios of theses other categories. Moreover, the OB data ca the numbers of

' _irregular forces is a0 soft that even il we had loss factors, good projections
.would be very difficult. e o o

. ﬁstimated Corbat Unit ILosses and Gains

_In order to get a rough feel for the valigity »f the approach of using
.- -captured documents to estimaie enery loases, we 3id a crude personnel loss

and.gain table (see Table 1) for the combat unit portion. of the enemy order .

- of battle (i.e., VC/NVA main and Jocal combat and combat support units).

The table uses-the MACY atirition factor, as corrected, for_the time.period

" of the documents as notod above.  This factor of 1.L8% per month is the arhlied
_.*' to the retrospective combat OB. On this basis we would estirnte that 2¢,4%00
- . enemy combat unit rersomnel were KIX in CY 66. Ve include generous estimates

of other categories of VC/N‘IA personnel losses and estimate a total of Ll aco
combat unit losses in CY 1966. The Contat OB increazed 20,60Q during CY 1956
implying a total requircd persornel -input of 65,500 persors. Against these
input reguirements we assume ali of the accepted infiltration (55,300) is

. applied to the combat OB, lesving orly 10,200 persons or aboit 850 a month

to be supplied from recruits in the scuth., - ) :
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TABLE 1

AM APPRCACH AT ESTIDMATING
1956 vc/m"\ CO™¥AT UNIT CALIS A%D LOSGES

1965 1966
Dec Har June Sept Dec  Total
comar_on (000) Y
NVA 26.5 3.1 53.b 5k.7 L6.9
Ve . 65.7 69.1  69.4 T1.2 €6.
Total g2.3 105.2° 122.8  i25.9 112.9
OB _INCEEASE ' o 15,900 14,600 3,100 -13,000 20,600
- cormrumrws':vs . S '
: m 174 : 4,588 5,099 5,963 5,147 20,397
74 : 1, 1,785 1,947 1,8@  7,lko
PW 3/ ‘ . 306 kTt 582 811 2,110
Military ju Hoi S/ _ 831 63. 508 867 2,837
* Daserters /. S Co 3,000 3,128° 3,183 3,038 12,450
TOt‘]- . C ’ 10, ll, ll,7°3 ll,b 5 )93

26,326 25660 1h 833 (1,335) 65,534
- 28,200 .5 koo 9,000 ,700 59,300 .

(1,874) 10,260 5,883 (4,035) ~ 10,2%

Source: OSD STAT SUMMARY, 1l Fovember 1967.

"Based on 1,48¢ attrition per month - see text.

MACV .35 per KIA factor.

844 of Pi's are from combat units. '

' 224, of Military Chicu Hoi are from combat units.

Assumes zero desertions for NVN and one-half the ARVN rate : :

. of 10 per 1,000 per month for VC. - ’ 3
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¥hile we hcld no drief for any one nurter in the table &bowve, it
indicates that the order of magnitude of the estimated losres for comliat unit
personnel i3 roughly ripht. It algso scems to nupport recent evidence thet
VC corbat units are recciving larpe numdbers of NVA replecenent personncl.
Table 2 cstimates the input end uses of the NVA personncl infiltrated into
SVN during 1906,

TARLE 2
ESTTMATED NYVA FERSOI™SL INBUT AYD USRS - 1966
Accepted Infiltration 55,300

NVA Unit Requirements
NVA Losses
" UKIA &

: - e 15,000
Died of Wounds : 5,000
POW"s 1,000
Total losses - 21,000
. NVA OB Increase ol 20,300
' Total NVA unit requirement R_.%
Excess NVA Persopnel Input ,

&/ Based on setimate of ratios of NVA and VC personnel KIA. See August
. SEA Analysis Report, page 17.

" The above calculation indicates that about 1'4 000 NVA personnel during 1966

could have been used as replacements in VO units. This would amount to
21% of the VC combat OB at ernd 1966. (The precise number of NVA perscnnel

" in VC units at the end of 1966 has not been estimated by MACY J-2, as far
". a2 we know. )

Pina.‘l. Caveats

‘A few words of caution. Ae wag pointed out previcusly; it would be a
serious mistake to apply these combat unit attritiorn rates to the other portions
of the order of battle. We do not have adequate data now to estimate attrition

) in irregular and administrative units. Until we have this data we are unsble
-.-'t?”gouﬁm or deny the vdidity of- the reported 55 000 m (body eount) tor

-'In udditign, the calcqlntiona on J.‘able 1 and 2 age very rough. They _a.zje

“built on a pyramid of unsubstantiated assumptinns. But they appear reasonsdble

bassd on available data. They are suggestive of further work that can and

"..  should be done. We are beginning to do it, and will report our findings

as’ they become avajlzble.
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CAPTURED DOCUMENT ABSTRACTS

Accounts Book - In cowplete and psrtially unintelligible mccounts
book of the 105th battalion, kept by Luu Cong Vien.

~ Casualtica on 15 and 19 Fovezher 1965: two members of

the seconl company KIA.
- Oune degertion.

- Strength in November 1965: M7 men.
= otrength in early Deceamber 1965: 439 wen.

~ Casualtics in December 1965: two men of second corpany KIA.

Desertions: three men of the 24 company and opne more of the 3.

13 December 1965: No riee let‘t since his evening 10 KIA.
Nothing recovered,

[ R

Information derived: w78/ 2xtA 1 mo -
x‘39 12KIA 1 mi o0 : . H b

" Personal Notebook - Personal notebook of an unidentified {ndividunl

continuing informetion on a conntu'- opentipn sometime In
late December 1965. .

a. Units pnrticipating in the q:eration.
- DB5: €9 men (unit strengty 89 men; '
D87: 42 men {unit strength 75 men
p83: 82 wen (unit strength 92 men
D8 : 46 mvn (unit strength 66 ren
"E" Headquartera: 30 men (unit strencth 30 nen)

b. Casualties

D8 : 11 killed, 27 vaunded
D83: U killed, 6 wounded
D8S: 5 killed, 9 wounded |
p87: ¢ kLled .o

only two ritlea and one cu'l'i.ne lost. One (1) M3, 5

. AR's aid a number of rifles werc damaged.ty air striku S E

and artille"y fire.

sf Strength of unit according to thg capeured nocunent

3

-
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¢. Buemy C.sualti-s: U84 U3 and Korean soldiers were put
out of action; 16 aireras't downed and 7 others damsged.

Two individuals, Thinh V-u Icng and Cu defecied from
their units on 26 Decembder 1965. .

Informntion cerived: 352 22 XIA 1l mo

Medical Activity Pepcrt

Hedical activity report o VC Jetachment 20k, Ipter Detach-
meat 200, covering poriod 26 November - December 1965,

Assigned strength: 117. Preseant for dut.y 115.
4 WIA and 3 KIA due to air ralds,

12.8% of strength is sick and in convalescence,
€&} malaria stricken.

83.8% in gooddphysical conditiom.

1T+ 0 0

Information derived: 117 3XIA 1 mo

Notebook - Notebook of a tattalion medic containing the tououins
" information:

I. Sick call ste\.us
II. Ststus of casualties (su!‘fered in the nttack on Mink
‘ Long District HQ on 30 D2cember 1965).
1. Percentage of WIA's: 2.5%
7 slightly wounded, 2 noderately wounded, &
seriously wounded.
- 2. Number of XIA's: 6 (Tour bodies recovered and twe
: bodies missing).
1IX. ‘Strength status
. = Personnel assigned: 519.
= Left bdbehind st An Lao District, Rinh Dinh: 39 men.
~ Personnel hospitelized at Binh Dinh Hospital (cdetach-
" ment 700 Group Quyet Tam): 23 men.
IV. . Other informtion,

Information derive'd:- 519 ‘_6'.KIA 1lmo

T - -

Report ¢n Waunded Personnel of Quyet 'I‘a- Reginent

. . 5. of + Degrenr o Wound
Kame of Battle Date Wounded Licht Medium Serious
NUI THU 21 Nov 65 170 "0 -~ 88 T 13
Small Arms Fire Shrapnel Chamical Other
&5 3 - T8
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Percentage of military strength vounded: ©.%59%
Light: 2.67%
¥odiwn: 3.k15,
Serious: .51%
Wounded in coubat: 1.32%
wounded while withdrawing: 5.272%
Di=d as a resclt of wounde: 2%
2580

58 KIA 1l mo

Ilnrorm.tio.i Jerived: 128

33 Food supply records ani reports, ficancial statement and strenzth
of (AA Company) Cl.

An evaluation by CDEC)of several documents from Cl reveals
the follwing iaformation:

Ccpany C1 was equipped with 12.7em heavy anti-aircraft
machineguns. Its strength was 13) men from Jan to June 1965.
Three men were killed at the end of July 1965 and the strength
was anly 128 men et that tixme. The strength dropped Zown to

125 at the end of August 1965 since 3 more men were kilied
in combat.

3XIA .l
125 3KA 1lm
35 . VdNotebook.

1. Morale of the unit.
2.. Roster of :adre of the campany.

3. Strentta.

The initial strength was 132 as follows: 8 officers, L2
KCO's and &2 DN's. It was cut dowmn to only 95, including
2,peracnnel newly assigned to the cocrany: 7 officers, 29
N2O's and 59 EM. The Jdecrease in strength was the result
cf desertions (22), deaths (8%), etec. during tne period

- 25 August 1965 to 25 May 1966.

" # he docurent does not indicate vbether the 8 personnel

were KIA's. .
] B -Qrormtim do-.'riv'eg:" 132 8 h‘A " 9mos
ko ' Streagth and Bquipment Repérts for July 1966 of o0

Stoeagth repart for July 1966 a2 7800, Gtd 25 July 1966 acd
signed by Son, Personnel Officer of the Battalion.

CONFIDEN1tAL
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Total assicned strength: k5h men,

KIA (in anti-sweep cprration at Can Bong): 1 sq?d 1ldr .
Atcent (sent to school): 11,

Present for duty: Lu3 men,

Inforrmation derived: Lol 1XIA° 1mo

Miscellancous docum:nta concerning the Quyct Chien Regiment
Persomisl atscus of lst corpany in 1965

Assicmed: ol
Rephcementa: %lé (2 new recruits)

Transferr~d to friendly unit
Degerted

Dead (1 at dispensary, 1 by bambs)
Discharged '

School

Went to NVN

Wounded end not returned to unit.

Convalescing _éﬁ_

=W DN

Information derived: 108 2 XIA 12 mos

Strength of the Tth m, Quyet 'rhugnegt Mess Account Statement

- Strength of Lien Doi 4 (T7th Bn) was 608 in June 1965,
594 in September 1955, 585 in October 1965, 517 in
January 1966 and S16 in February 1966.

- bk personnel of Iien Doi U4 were killed in action and
3 deserted in Pebruary 1966.

Information derived: 516 b XTA 1l mo

Strength Report of Lien Doi 5, Quyet Thang Regiment

1. February 1966 strength réport of Lien Doi 5, Quyet
Than' Regt, dtd 24 February 1966, signed by Ngoc Dtnb,
rcvuh t!:e folluwing iaformation:

Unit J’An Strenq_t_ T "Feb S't.reng-.‘ﬂ‘é
51 (1st Co) ' 27 T n3
82 (24 Co 127 120
53 (34 co 124 : 120
54 (4th Co) n3 . 13
;Z gnn Hq) 53 59

Signal Unit 4 »
Total ) "5%6' : '5;‘3‘
CONFIDENTIAL -1
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?. Casualtiea report for the first G months of 1966,
undatcd and unaigni:

KIA: " 67
WIA: Th

Informntion derdve!: 596 67 XIA 6 mos

Personal lNctedook, belonzing to Phan Sinh Duyvn, a member of
an unidlentisied comnany of the Long Huong R-~gt, 3°4 b Dlv,
contnina fnformatioa on the cirenstlh, weapons, combat losses
of the compuny, oporetion plans and critiques om operations
conducted Tty units K1, X2, K3. kntries in the document
cover the period frcm lb July to 25 Scpterber 1966.

The documex:ﬁ indicates that the strength of this company
was 168 nen equipped with-33 CKXC, 42 AX, 6 LMG RP-46, 3BLO

. and 2 K-41l. It further reveals that the unit had sustained
. 22 KIA's, 26 WIA‘s, 6 MIA's and 11 deserters In an engage-

ment with US troops at Cu Dinh, Quang Tri on 18 Juiy 1965.

Information derived: 168 22 KIA 1 mo .

Monthlr Strength Report froa Uait Cl, undated,

Sirength in previcus month 105,

Increase ~ asst plt leader2 returning from training 3.
Decrease = plt leader reassigned to a new unit 1.
Current strength 107.

Information derived: 105 OKIA 1 mo

. Mess Register

1. Strength
105 men from 1 through 15 July
£9 men as of 16 July :
71 men as of 26 July
58 men as of 1 August
.59 men as of 11 August.
69 men as of 31 August

-

2, loases during the Perfod 1'July S 31 August

EA WIA DESERTSES
> 15 ‘ 14

Information derived: 105 SKIA 2 mos -
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68 Strength of 31 Co, 9 Bn

O2tober 1905 account settlement report of Thou 3 (34
Co) Yon! G (9th Bn) Lien Gla U (Quyct Thang Regt), reveals
that thiz unit had 92 pen in September and 88 men in
Ostober 1iC,

Gains - Three ofCicers from unit 577 (Acpirants
Vuans Dirh liung, VY Khanh Nhinh and Phan Ven Du).

losscs = 1 XIA {Acpirant Hu Xuan How)
1 MIA, 2 transferred, 1 gone to zchool and
2 degerters,

Informaticn derived: 92 1KIA 1l mo

9 Mess Account Settlement Reports of Thon 61

Mecs Account Settlement Repart, dtd 24 Oct 66, signed ty
Van Ngo, Dol 61 Adjutaut, autherticated by Ngoc Khiem,
Unit coomander, recorde the following informatiaon:

Strength as of Sept 66 96 individuals

Increase o
Rsturned from Recruit School
Returned from 577 School

Decrease
XIA at My-Hiep
Missing
Wounded
Sick, sent to C.28
Going to school at F
Returned to group
Strength as of Oct %6 , 78 individuals

Information derived: 96 3 KIA Y mo

22

HWOANNW. =W

70 Report of food expenditures for the month of June 1966 of Unit

525 (9 Bn, Quyet Thang Regt, Sao Vang) is as follows:
Strength as of May 1966 w6 -

Gains in June 13 . - ..
Losses in June- ’ 15 . S .- e
Strength bk

The following is a breakdown of personnel gajins

a. Returning froa MR School 1l
b. Stregglers 3
¢. Released from dispensary S
d. From Unit 577

Total 3

CONFIDENTIAL -
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The following s a breakiown of personnel losses

a. Sent to school at MR

2
b. KIA 3
¢. Sent to C.27 €
d. Adaitted to dizpensary 2
¢, Retwrne=1 to Eanzipcer 1l
f. Unidentified - 1
Total 15
Informition cerived: W6 3 KIA 1l mo
> - -t A . - e = . -
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A I ESTIMATZ FROM CAPTURLD DOCUMELTS

¥We kave completed & preliaminary study of total enexy loeres based

on 34 captured iocurments.

tore work on morce accuments needs to te lone,

Neverthelecs, we estizate that totel VC/LVA locses for 1955 through 1347
were on the order or 336,000 ersuy lossus compared to the official esti-
we estimate ouly 127,000 cueny were killed in action
acainst the of fielal Lady ccunt ol 179,000; and 19,000 enemy tied arn)
were permanantly dicatled rom wounls comparedl to HMACY's estimate of

mete of 22,000,

€3,000,

But we estimate 96,000 1ied or werwe perranantly Aisabled from

disease (MACV does not estimate losses due to disease): and that there
were a net of 134,000 deserters and defectors (against 38,000 militery

Chieu Hol).

TABLE ')
ESTTHATED AND OFTICIAL DATA COMPARFD
(000)
. Total
Bzt Off Est orf E:t orf Ect orr
Died & Disabled of
wWounds 3.5 12.3 9.2 19.7 7.2 30.2 2.4 £En.8
Died & Disabled of
Disesse 27.0 == 36.1 -- 33.4 .- 96.5 -
Desertion & Derection 42.1 7.9 50.9 . 12.8 0.8 - 17.7 133. 38.4
Prisoners of War S L4 2.7 2.7 - 6.0 6.0 9.1 9.1
Total 98.7 56.1 142.1 90.7 1454 142.6 386.2 289.4
- r'd

[ —

! o SN

. Our estimates of enemy losses result from our applying monthly aitrition
factors (developed from 84 captured enemy documents) to the retrospective
The captured

MACV VC/NVA Order of Battle for 1965 througzh 1967, Annex 1.

docunerts used are listed in Annex 2.

attrition factors, a sample derivati
_ summarized in Annex 3.

The methodology for deriving the:

on, and details of all factor are

" We. have reservations about. sume aspects of our methodology. First,
our KIA and desertion estimates may be too hich because we built them on
-only those:documénts showing KIA or degertions. If d'<dotument wave no Indi-
cation of KTA or desertion, we excluded it, even if tihie context of the report

suggested thut all losces were reported,

S«¢cond, we have no docuzentary btasis

for a factor for dererters who return to their units: we pzed a facier of 305
as did 1A~ in his study, VO/NVA Losses, but this is bascd or a misresading of

. FM¥-101-

Third, our data sawple was too small to permit yrvar-by-y-:ar =sti-

mates or administrative service and zuerrilla force attrition, or to develop
. 7 . . \ .
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death and disatlement factors by year and unlt type. Fourth, the estimates

of lossecs to discase are based on o torturins of the data, Fifth, we are not
sure that our docunents provide adequate rrorraphical caoverage -~ with a par-
ticularly small semple Trom IV CT4. Nonethcless, we sutpect that our Uinal
assessment of enemy losses in 1955-67 will be in the range of 300,000 to 400,%C0.

Ereny Killied In sction

Our astimates o enemy killed 130 action are Otﬁ lower than the officiel
body count averzil arl i less in 1967, The difference could be the result
of double eccunting, o taalﬂ'al raulty counts, or the ~ivilians (perssnnel
pressed inty service ty the YC to carry armunition and supplles) killed dur-
ing a battle.

TABLE 2
ENEMY KIA
. " Totsal
1965 1966 1967 1065-67
- FACTORS (Times Monthly CB)
© Combet: 1.354% 1.854 3.064 X/A
Administrative Service .18% .18 188 N/A
. Guerrilla : 1,249 1.2h4 .24  N/A
DEATHS (Thousands) _
Combat ' ' 11.8" 26.1 uz.9 80.8
Administrative Service .9 1.0 .9 2.8
Guerrilla 13.5 . 16.1 k.2 43,8
Total | 26.2 43.2 58.0 127.4

. We feel that our estimates of' enemy killed are rairly good. The attri-
tion factors for combet units were vased- on 47 documents, and while our
guerrilla estirate rides on only 7 documeats, various m=thods suzgest thet

- the cstipate_is reasonable.. The. administrative service factor is the weakest,
but since administrative service personnel acecount for less thas 15% of the
total 0B, this should not affect our estimetes simnificantly.

In the November 3EA Analjsis ﬁ?port we estimated, frem ‘ne TO KACY
documents, that approximately 1.48% of the enemy combat {orce were killed

I

.
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. each month, Since the majority of the 70 documents relerred to 1665 and 154C
losses, our rnew estirates gseem to be consistent with our previous effort.

-

The increasin: attrition of comtat unit personnel over the period (1.35)
in 1965, 1.837 in 1975 ani 3.0C7 in 19€7) is indicative of the inereusinr
tempo of tne war, and is also reflected in the averaze US Army and ilarine

. losses which were 100 per month in 1935, 4CO per month in 1966 and 7LO per
month in 1%67.

e e . e e a———

i Deaths and Perrmarent Disability Due to Wounds

) T5 determine how rany enery died or are disabled due to wounds, we first
bad to determine hovw rany were wounded, MACV estimates that tor each 100 e/
NVA killed in acticrn, an additional 150 are wounded. Cur data sugnests that
this rate averaged 270 cduring 1965-67: about 172 in 1965, 319 in 1966 ind 185
in 1967. We feel that our estimate of wounded to killed is fairly good.

vt e o et s S~ ———

TABLE 3 .
ENEMY WOUNDED IN ACTION o
e . ' 19€5 L1966 - 1967 Total
FACTORS (Times KIA) : '

.Wounded In Action - 1.72 .39 . 1.86 - WA

PERSONS WOUNDED . ' . s .
Enemy KIA (From Table 2) 26.2 43,2 . 0
Total Enemy Wounded 45,1 . 137.8 107.9 290.8

These factors are similar to those experienced by GVN forces as iudicated in
the table below: ’ : : ' T -

e —— - ————— et e e = = e

: " 2nd Half :
n 1965 1966 1967
Regular 2.26 3.i0 3.2§
: RF/PF. -1.86  , 170 2.20 - es

! ' . . ’ . :
! A recent HACV/CICV Stuly of medical causes of VC/NUA nion-effecti reness g/
I provides the key to translate wounded to dead/disabled., This study reports

-

2]‘4§T 67-804, Meiical Causes of N-wn-Eifectiveness Amons VC/N/4 Troops, Second
Update, Combired Intelligence Center, Vietnam, 17 Kovember 19¢7.

- CONFIDENTIAL B {:




PEE

CONFIBENTIAL

that nine capturcd medical reports show 107 of 5437 (or 1.)7%) wounded VC/trA

died following admission to hospitals. Many of the more seriously wourded die

prior o reaching a hospital, and they are prcbably included in the onemy's
reports of hic XIA and thus’ are counted in sur estimated KIA, (Acsumin:
they do die before reachins hospitals, ard are l~ft or buri«d near 'he scenc
of the)battle, they are, in the most part, Includec in the US official body
count.

In sddition, thne study says that captured annual mrdical reportc indlcate
that 8.€% or the hosritali~ed wounded are placed in convalescent startus; of
the convalescent patients 54.6¢ are considered permanently disabled. Thus,
about 4,77 (5L4.6% of 3.6%) of the wounded are permanently disabled.

Applying these factor to our estimates of enemy wounded gives the follow-

ing result: _ L .
1965 1964 1967 " Total
FACTORS (Times Wounded) _ -
Died of Wounds 1.97% 1.97% 1.97% 1.97%
Perm Disebled, Wounds . = L.74 _ L.7% 479 L. 7
Total BT .74 572 6.7
PERSONS DIED OR DISABLED (Thousands) - S :
Tota. Wounded 45,1 137.8 107.9 290.8
Dieda of Wounds .9 2.7 2.1 YS!
Pern Disabled by Wounds 2.1 6.5 5.1 13.7
-Total Losses to Wounds . 3.0 9.2 T.2 ;9[&

- Thus we find that for each 1000 KIA in 1965, 115 additicnal persons die
or are permanentiy disabled due to wounds; in 1966 its 213 per 1000 KIA and in
1967, 124 per 1000 KIA. These resulcs are lower than the factor of 350 per
1000 KIA used by the inte lligence community.

. Died and Permaneatly Dicabled {or Disease -

Date. from the MACY/CICV Study cited above suggests that 1.11% per menth
of the VC/HVA force dies or becomes permenently disabled from disease. We
have used this factor, wiih the following results:

- S _ Total -
' 1965 . 1ol - 1987 . 1psat
FACTORS ("‘1r'es honthly 03) . o . : =
Died or Disease ’ .233. 23t - - .23; : .ggfv
Permanently Disabled From Disease 88% .8 i e . o
Total : 1.115 ] l.lLr_ l.;l% 1115
PERSONS DEAD OR DISABIED (Thousands) : 5
Dond of Disease 5.6 h7.§ 2.9 22.2
Perm Disabled from Diseas~ 21.L a@le 26.5 ZGLFA
Total Losses to Disease 27.0 b.1 33.4 6.9
16
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\\ - The derivation of the 1.11% Tactor is so0 devious that we do not consider
the factor to be firm. We derived it as follows: 1nc1de ice of malaria for
all VC/NVA forces in Scuth Vietnam durine 1956 wes 15. 5% per month. F£.97,
of thesc individuals were non-effective,i.e,, torpitalized, granted sick leave,
or otherwise put on a non=duty status becaure of n:alarin. If we accure that
all of the ncn-eifectives were hospitalized, 10,47 (15.5% x €6.9%) of the enesy
- vers hospitalized each month with malaria. The documents also shew thet only

! about halr” (U43.57) of the hospitalized are duc to mularia: 1.e., the toral

hospitalized by disease 15 sligktly more thau twice [2.06 iimes) the 10.b7
of the force hospitalized by malaria, or 21.5% of the force. b,

Knowing that 21.5% of the enery force is hospitalized each month with
" disease, we now cen determine how many die or arc dis abled b_; digrace, Five
captured medical rcports show that 1.99% (72 of 6,583) s c/m,\ died willv
they were hospitalized. Thus 1.097 die each month of the 21 54, of the foree
hospitalized each month or 0.23% of the force dies each month of disease.

: Two captured medical reports reveal that 7.5% of those hospitalized due
to disease were placed in a convalescent status. If 54.G% of the conval- -2emts
are permanently disabled, then 0.387 (21.9% x 7.5% x 54.6% = 0.38%}) of =
total enemy {orce will be permanently disahled as a result of disease. aading
the deaths (0.23%) to the disabled (0. 885',) glvea a total loss factor due to
disease of 1.11%. .

- Obviously onr estimates of deaths and disabil‘ty {rom disease are lLenucua.
We have not examined carefully the documents concerned, and we have no feel
for the difference in iliness rates between VC and NVA or between regular forces
and guerrills forces. Ve suspect that the NVA, being less accustomed to the
southern environment, may suffer a significantly greater incidence of malaria.
If they do, and if the documents refer mainly to NVA medical experience, which
we suspect they do, we are exaggerating the death and disablemernt from disease,

[P

Degertions and Defections

We estimate that 42,100 enemy defected or deserted in 1965, 50,900 in
1965 and 40,800 in 1967.

b/ The average hospi‘tal stay appears to be roughly 15 -ays, thus lO‘L of th»
force is hospitalized for disease at any orie time,

( '_"; - | | 7
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" TABIE b4
DESERTIONS AD DEF“CTIO’IS

- Totel
1965 1966 1967 1665-67

FACTORS (X Mcnthly 0B)

Contat , .87% JTU% .23%
Administrative Scrvice 648 4L L%
Guerrilla b, she b.sk% L.skg
DESERTTRS & D""EC’I‘O‘!S (Thousands) :
Combst 7.6 10. 2 .
Administrative Service 3.0 3.2 g.o, 2;2
Guerrilla i 49.5 53.8 2.2 160.5
. Total . _ : 60.1 T2.7 58.4 191.2
- ADJUSTED DESERTERS & DEFECTORS (Thousands)
Ccmbat o 5.3 2 2.2
Administrative Service ) - 2.1 Z.S 2.1 ) 12.';’
Guerrilla ‘ , W7 Mz | 365 1124

Total Ch2.1 50.9 - Lo.8 ' 13,8

*  Assumes 30 of deeerters return to units,

Captured documents mdieate that some of Lhe deserters return to their

units, and the practice of carrying deserters on the rolls for a number of

months suostantiates this. We have followed MACV c/ in using a factor of 3C%

to estinate the number of deserters returring to their units. MACV derived

this factor from FM-101-10 which states that, "the return to 2uty from captured

and missing status are approximated by assuming that 30 of the personnel losses
~ in this category during any given month are recovered for du*" within the theater.
" during the same month." ) . ‘ g

The very great majority of the deserters and defectors care from guerrilla
units. MACV has found that approximately 784 of the Hoi Charh are from guerrilla
units.  Our results show about 849 of the de5°rtions from the guerrilla forces.

wWhile these enemy desertions may at ﬁ.rst blush ;ppeu.r large, they are
not unreasonable. During 1967 MACV estimates that guerrilla strength has
declined from 126,20C to 71,700 or 54,500. We estimate that the guerrillas -~
have suffered 65,126 losses; 14,200 KTA; 1 ,633 from wounds and 12,753 from disesse
and 36,540 desertions. MACV estimates the enemy has been able to recruit.
42,000 (3500 per morith) during 1967. If the guerrillas received enough recruits
to make up the difference between the OB decline and their losses, there would

] VC VA Losses, MACV -2, 3 Tanuary 1967
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still be some 31,374 recmiits available for VW combat and administrative
service units, )

Surprisingly;, the 21 documents uscd in developins? these estimares
i{ndicate equal desecrticn rates for VC and VA ~ombat units. Chieu (ioi ratecs
show only 150 VA returnces (ot 17,700 for 1347. The pessibility esicts
that many of thege deserters in IIVA units are "southerners,” or VC fillers,
but MACV has 7iven no indization that the rnurters of YC in HVA units are
sufficient to support the crder of macnitude indicated abtove., Lacking data
to the conirary, we assume that VC and NVA combat unites suffer the rame
desertion rates. For comparison, during 1965 the ARV suffered e monthly
rate of 1.76%, about twice cur computed VC/IVA cozbat force desertion rate.
During 1967 the ARVl rate dropped to 1.22% a month,

- _Counsistency L;heck

-Total Input Required

- T7Total infiitration b/ 35.3. 885

e tage]

‘5\ .

How well do our estizated enemy loss check against MACY estimates of

- enemy recruitment and infiltration? Table 5 shows that we may be overesti-
- mating enery losses by (2,000 for 1965-66 and undevestimating enemy losses
- by 36,000 for 1967, ‘assuming that the changes in the Order or Battle, infil-

tration and recruitment ere correct. Overell, then, we may be 26,000 too
high in our estimate of 386,000 losses, or about 7%.

TABLE 5

ENEMY TOUS ESTLATE - COUSISTE'CY ChH=CK
{1~ Thouserd:)

- ' Total
1965 1966 1967 . _1965-67

“Enemy OB (End of Year) a/ 22b.8 28 22l §
Net Change - ; =94, +53.0
"Loas Estimates 98.7 12,1 14s.h 326 .2
. ‘Calevlated Input

Raqu. ement ' 152.5  201.2 B 439.8

Totai MACV Es.t Input

ab.o ¢/ 203.8

'HACV Recruitment Estimate _ 84,0 8.0 2.0 = 210.0

._ " 'Total Input ) :'39':3. 17225 122.0 . . B13.0
'.'Dih’erenée 2'/'1-\- ST e ..33;2 - .26.7: ' ‘+35.9 - -26'.6 el .

From MACY OB Sumrmary 31 Oatorer 1967, Updating Chani-e 67-11-3, £7-11-7.
Includes confirmed, probable and possible infilirarion.

Based on twice the Tan-june total infiltration of 40,000 since .July-prc 47
data iz considared incorglete,

A ninus indicates that recruitmeat/infiltration were less than "persornnel
requirenents,” if los: computations and OB chances are correct.

 CONFIDENTIAL | H
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However, if our calculationc are correct, MACY may have (1) underrsti-
rated VC recruitment and/or NVA infiltration in 1965/€6 arnd overestirated
recruitrent/infiliration in 1947; or (2) overestimsted the rise ani fall of
the VC/NVA Order of Batile. For instence, if the enemy forces increarned
20,000 in 1965 and 20,000 in 1965, and then dropped 23,700 in 1967, the tabie
would talance using our losses and MACY's estimate of infiltration/recrnitzent.

Our present knowledge is so limited that we cannot now say which of the
above cambinatlions 15 most likely. We are contiruins our atalyses.
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Annex 1

VC/IVA O - 10551657

Jan Fed Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep - Oct toy Do
Conbat
v 83.¢6 52,8 5.4 55,3 A0.7 Q1.4 €&1b 62,8 6L.0 GOk.3 65.5 6.,
NVA b4 A S 8.2 90 A2 9.5 10,0 14T M.G 2.1 4.
Tota)l 58.0 53.0 0l.7 9.1  ©Y.9 70.0  70.9 73,0 TB.T 5.3  ‘Ouis sz
Mein Sves 36.8  37.1  37.2 7.6 38,1 38.5 38.8 39.0 39.2 LO,1 hO.) L1.3
Cuerrills R2.4 &7.0 8o,¢ 91,0 88,2 90,2 92,7 02,7 95.7 95,4 01, 1,p
3.2 = 2.4 ZOB, ¢21.8 e,

70.2 0 7

L0,.8 o 5

1.0 127.2 3
Adpin Sves 42.8 44,3 b5.8 4.9 k7.5 50.1 S0.1 %0.1 50.5 UW7.9 b5.1 k1.7
Guerrilla 03.7 101.% 2.2 .0 118.7 122.1} 125.2
9 2 T 2L7.9 2Ch.1 ote.>
6 3 62.5 60.3 53.3
RN 8 53.7 Sh.,2 55,k
0 1 16.5 1Li%.0 liies
Admin Sves 81,6 40,9 39.7 9.0 38.1 27.8 37.3 3.6 38.0 138.0 137.6 7.7
Guerrilla 124.8 . 7 _& 5.8 6.8 8.3 8.2 7.7
3.5 235.0 233.% ZoG.0

"Source: Jan 65-Oct 67 - MACV OB Summary, 31 Oct 67: Nov &7 = MACV OB updating
change 67-11=37 Dec 67 = MACYV OB updating change 67-11-7.

- bl T -, e a=p . N - -
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\ 18,

S&

21,

i e e pe o

12-1409-65%

12.2527-Go*
12-3854-66#
17-75856-66*
12=1965-65%
12=1997-66*
01.1533=66+
01-1559-65+
02-1252-66#*
C2~1324-65%
02=1369-66%
02-1403-66*
06-1201-66%
06-31232-66#
07=-1150-66%
0T=-1175%=06

. 07=-1436-66
'08-1165-66#*

09=1428-66
09=280kL=05%
10=1342-66#

22.

23.

ok,
25.
26.
27.
28.
30.

31,

32,
33.

KR

35.
é.
Jie
38.
39.
ho.
4y,

2.

Annex 2

Capturced Decurments Ysod

In Fneter Desdv-ticn

10-1347-65 3.
10-1L3La65% Lh.
10-2009-66 45.
10-0136-G6* L5,
11-1052-06* 7.
12-1075-66* &8.
0h-1722-67 k9.
08-3492-57 ' 50.
IR 6027-4T75-6T 51.
09-1346-67 52.
09-1534-67 53.
09=1550-57 .
09-1706-67 55.
09-1706-67 56.
09-1927‘67 57-
07-0115-87 58.
04-3273-€7 5.
09-2139-67 * - 60,
09-2185-67 61.
09‘2225"67 &o

03-3015+67

63. -

03-3015-C7
06-288Lo7
10-1330-57
06-4G54-6T
07-2h56-67

10-1585-67

06-332L-57
10~1692-67
10-1868-67
10-1961-67
09-0014-67
09-0038-67
10-2153-G7
07-3458-67
07-3458-67
20-2308-67

08-2595-67

11-1127-67
11-1140-67
11-1190-67
11-1460-67

# Also used by MACY m"ro and 120 document studies.

0A-13517-€7
11~1638-67
07-317 467
O(J-l" R _»-6 {
11-2139-67

11-2222-47
08-2312-67
06-1753-67

© 01=20L0-57*

01=1041-47*
01-~1047-67*
C1~1736-E7*
01-1910-67*
01-2233=-67*
01-2333-47*
01-~2828-67*
01.2673-87*

01-29E6-ET*.
02-1681-67* -

02-1753-67*
02-1759-67*%

. NOTE: Some of these documents were dal eted from t.he final study for reasons

outlined in the text.
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Annex 3

DATA D... CRIPTION A STUDY HETHODILOGY

Captured Docurents Used in Study -

This study uses &4 captured encry docurents, translated at the Come
bined Document Evploitation Center, CORC, in Viotnam. Some of these docu=
ments were also used by ['ACV J=2 in ity two studies of VC/%VA lossec bare:
on samples of 70 and 120 docwunents recspectively, The additional docuwents
we used are similar to those summarized in the lovember report. (See the
Navember SEA Anclyuis Rroort, pp 2-12.) The documents used are all that we
have reviewed over the past three months, including the MACV studies' docu~
ments that zet the criteria for this exercise.

Tvo kinds of documents are used: after-action reports of VC/IVA KIA
and WIA which are useful for computing wounded to killcd factors; and cdocu-
ments showing & univn's strength ard losses suffered over a period of tiune.
Almost all of these latter documents referred to a unit's killed in action
during the period, and better than half listed other loss'-s, such ac WIA,
deserticns, sick and those attending school.

. Whenever possible, documents were classified by the year of the in-
formation and the type of unit (combat, administrative services or guerrilla).
In several cases, the type of unit was identified from the context of the docu-
ments rather than an explicit identirication within the docuweut. Il ideull-
fication of year and unit type were not possible, the docurment was not used.

Nethodology

First, the data is normalized to a one month period, That 18, if the
document covers a threc month period for-a unit with a strength of 300 and
12 KIA during the quarter, we divide the number of KIA by 3 months and use
4 as the average monthly EIA for the 300-man unit. This provides a monthly
attrition factor of 1.33 per 100 strength for this unit.

After the attrition factor was computed for each loss cause for each docu-
ment, three differing methods were used to calculate the annual attrition rete,
Table 1 provides a sample set of calculations. The first method takes the sum
of the reported monthly KIA and divides by the sum of the assigned strenzths
for all urits. WKe than divide the .um of the monthly XTAs, 27.875, by the
"sum of the assisned atrength.a, 1923, to get.an attrition f;ctor ot‘ 1. h5°',

(See Table 1).
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. 1.25%. This method is very unreliable with snall sample si*es.
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' TARLE1 - 'f,
SAPIE CALCULATIONS B ' .o

ASSICLED MOnLTHLY xxg/
STRENGTH KIA /STR

(NN 1k 0315

17 3 .00

101 2 .0105

523 A h.7 .0070

132 .889 .0067

2us 0 0.0

128 2.5 .0195

_ 1923 27.807 .1
Method 1: 27.867 867 = 1.45%

1923
Method 2: .1082
2= 1.35%

Nethod 3: 1.25¢ -

The second approach is to co:rpute an average of the m ratios for each
observation. As shown on Table 1, we sum the KIA/strength ratios for ell
observations, .1082, and divide it by thke numter of observetions in the sample,
8, to get a monthly attrition factor of 1.235%. Thiz methcd disregards unit

size - i.e., a local force company's 1058 rate receives the same UE15ht as a N
wain force regiment's. ) :

The third estimate is detemtned by the regression ccetficient of strength,
regressing strength (independent variable) against KIA (dependent. variatle). ‘
(Plot ‘atrength against KIA and diraw a line describing the relation between KIA B

_and strength, using the least squares criterion. The slope’ of the liae is our :
third éstimate.) For the 1965 comtat unit KIA factor showr on Table 1, e get

io0d srgupents. could te offered for each of these methods. But, 1.!' tq--" _
is a relationship between loc3es and strength, and 4if the shzples vere large .. o
enough, each of these methods should produce about the same result, Thus, the St
reliability of our estinmares can te measured by how well the results of the .three ;
methoda a;ree. Where all three methods provide reasonarly similar aztizgtes w=
feel that our estimate is more reliable tngn in the case wherw the merhods pro-
vide widely divervent results. Because much of Lhe data uzed in this study (or
any similar study) varies in quality, ve have arbitrarily chosen to use the
middle estimate of the three as our "best”™ estimate for each factor for each year.

I W | 27
. GONFIDENTIAL | -

it Y ot ot s sk, o+ A b o -




CONFIDERTIAL

| . - . COMPUTATICH OF MOITTHLY KIA FACTOR - COMBAT TYPH IX) SN
— Totnl
Number of Document s 8 =6 13 W
! Sun of Urit's Reporled '
! Assigacd Strength 1903 13640 3331 18,504
: . motal Nunmter of Kkoperted FIA Per Mo 27,37 oLl 102 IHs. 0
Reported KIA ger 109 Assigned b 157 3.00¢ 2.0h
e Strength Per Month )
" Average XIA per 100 Assigned 1.35%  2.62 NG . 2.6h4
- Strength per Month for. |
boee o o Reportet Units
_ _Least Squares KIA per- 100 1.25 - 1.88* ~ 3.00 2.26
e Assigned Strength per Month ’ .
- . . '
-
i #"best" estimate,
! 4
§~ f . . COMPUTATION C? MONTHLY KIA TACTOR
| LT ) , ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE AND GUIRRILLA UNITS
Administrative
_ A Scrvice Guerrillas
Humber of Documents 3 T -
“Sum of Units' Reported - -
. Assigned Strength 764 1408
‘ :: . - . . . T M
! . Total Humber of Reported KIA 1,356 - ©.17.66
t .7 - Reperted KIA-Per 100 Assigned . AP -
. . 7.  Strength Per Month . - . .18 » 1.17
. AVérage RIA Per 100 Assipned o Tl s -
- Strength Per Month for Re=- . :
ported Units - BT .27 1.24% » b
Least Squares KIA Per 100
- Assigned Strength far Mcnth .C3 1.29 .
. . . . j
P ¥ "Bast" cstirate. - ’
( { . 1;5 . 28 N
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CONPUTATION OF wO!N EN/KILLED RATIO
‘ Total
1965 196 1057 All Y. ar.:
Number of Documents 8 8 12 28
Numbor of Actlona 16 22 12 50
Juaber of Wounded Reports!? 1139 1363 7 279
Number of Killed R portel 661 a7 120 1210
Ratio of Total Reported )
wounded to Killed : 1.72 # 3.10 + .06 % 2.26
Average WIA/FKIA for Reportel
Actions 1.55 . 2.76 2.8 2.31
Loast Squares WIA/KIA Ectimate 1.93 3.89 1.09 2.39

¥ "Best" estimate.

COMIUTATION OF MONTHLY DESERTION FACTOR - COMBAT TYDW UNITS

b - o Total
1965 - 1966 1957 All Yesrs
Number of Documents ' 3 13 5 21
Sum of Units'® Reperted ,
| Assigned Strength 516 3300 191k 5730
{ Totel Nucber of R:iported :
‘ ' Desertions Per Month h.s 24 L4 5.66 3k.6
R ]
i Degsertions P2r 100 Assigned .
; Strength Per Month .812% Tl .295 .603
Averags Desertions Per 100
Assigned Str Por Month lor o ‘ 4
. Reported Uuits 673 - 665 T .230e .563
- - - - . .= . e - -
Least Sguares Desertions
Per 100 Assioned Str . )
Per lonth - 3.33 3 .16 L6
*# TBest eslimace.
-~ 15
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COMPY,TATION CF MASHLY DECDARTION FACTOR
APV LSTRAYIVE VELJICE AL COERNTLLA LLITS

Adminictrative
Service CGuerrillaz

Nurber of Deoounments Y 5
Sum of Unitz' Reported

Assigned Strenrth 633 1378
Total # of Reporhed

Deceriions Fer lonth 5.10 62.66
Desertioas Per 100 Assigned /

Strength Per Month 81 k., 543

Averare Desertions Per 100
Assigned 3tr Per lonth
for Reported Unite

Least Squares Desertions
Per 100 Assigned Str

.64/ X

Per Month .16 .005
| ____:y— "Ract™ esiimata.
i
{ ;
| . N . i
; s ) L m e - . -
?
!
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¥C/ivA PERSONNEL LOSSES ESTIMATED FRCM CAPTURZD DOCUNITS

Summary

Analysig o) 136 captured enemy documents indicatec 221,902
totai enemy losses for 13¢5 throujgi June 196¢, or about §3% of tie
of fleigl egtinmate of 441,000, The deceuments itndicale there weiw
138,100 enemy X1A, .comparcd to @ body count figure of L33,:03, .l
only 18,8090 died and disubled from wounds (DOW) compared to 38,770,
They alao tndicate more crngny missing and captured than our I’
Figures show; 3&,300 compared to 14,706 PO¥e. PFinally, ectimaccd
deserters and defectora are nearly equal -- 39,100 against 2,400
military Chieu Hoi. Table 1 esummarizes the resuits and coupar.a

them with tha official data.

The January study estimated total eaecmy losses for 1965-67 & & e
compared to the new estimate of 140,000 (see Table 2). The grostest -
difference between the results of the studies stems from gu~rrilla - cicns,

_In January, analysis of the available 7 documents irdicated that abc.. ..~
of the guerrilla force was deserting each menth. The 12 docurents ne. aveile
able indicate that only about 0.5 desert’'per month. This diffcrence x2loae
reduces thu previous estimate by 95,400 deserters, almost the eavirc iifercunce
in the desertion cotegory. The KIA results are about 307 lower in th~ up-
dated study; LOW L0% lower; but missing and captured alrest twice as Ereat,

. The 50% difference ia the overall study results stems in part from
changing the criteria for selecting the documents to be used in the ctudy.
In the January study, we used only the documeants that showed po:itive losses;
for exarple, if a document clewrly indice*ed that & unit suffered rc KIA
during a pericd, it was not used in developing the KIA estirmate. Thic pronce
dure had the effect of inflating KIA. Ia this study we have used all docu-

" ments judged to be complete periodic repcrts, imcluding-those witich clearly

and explicitlylndicate a unit suffered no losses d**ing'Yhe perisd rgportsd.
As in January, we also used fragmentary reports specifically dealing with
the type of losses under consideration. : .- : :

In evaluating the adequacy of the current semple comparsd to the .
January sample, we can only say that: (1) it ic bigger, (2) it reroves
" some of the inflationary bias in the Jacuary sarzple, (3) we ctill have no
”'documentary basis for a factor for deserters who return to their units;
simply used a factor of 307 arain, (4) we still need more documents cn
guerrilla attrition, (%) the seographical coversge cf the documents 1s now
better, . Lt -l-a o LT e T T e s L Ll e
. I d - .

In January 1io3 we listed 356,200 lesses 1né1nding 96,500 dled and dte.
.:2l;d {rcm discase. We have drepped this category because we are unxkble

ocuzent lcsses to discase, InTormation covered in the 136 doowsente
revieved in this study irdicates only an occasional locs to disesss.
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Detaila o the Annlvails

The enemy loss cstiiates were developed by avplying monthly attrition

; factors derived from the captured enery documentz to the retrospective VALY
Ce VC/HVA order of battle strengths for 1965 throush first halr 1668 (Ann-: 1).
! A deseripticn of the docownments, the methodolegy Tor deriving tie attrizioa

i factors, a sanple derivevion, gnd tihe detalls of all factor:c are swwuiarized
P in Annex 2. A list of the coptured cdocurmeats appcars in Annex 3.

Enemy KTA

_Analysis of the documents indicates there were 138,900 or k&) of th-
official body count for 1965 through June 1963, Trne factors applied to the

MACV monthly OB (Aanex 1), and the computed enemy KIA tor each year are
- : given in Table 3. )

The combat unit KIA factors are based ca 115 docuzents,.guerrilla fec-
. tors on 12 documents, and administrative service on 21 documents., Twelve
. ' docurments are insufficient to develop annual KIA factors for ths guesrrillas,
: Instead, the treads in the combat and adminisirestive service categories wuere
used to generate a trend for the guerrillas. Both the administrative sorvice
.and combat unit factors show a 1968 XIA rate of asbout twice the 1356-67 rate
' and the rate for 195 is abhant half the 196A.A7 rate, This relaticnrhin iz
- h applied to the 1965-68 guerrilla XIA factor of .815% per month, which was
‘calculated from the 12 documents, and- yields the 4 yeerly factors (which .
average ,.8154) shown in Table 3. The method is not precise, but we belicve
- 1t gives a better picture of guerrills losses than reliance on the 12 ¢oczu-
. ments alone.

N

{

t TABIE

‘ .

§ ) ENEMY KIA

P ’ . 1st Halfl 0tal
: .. ) 1965 1066 1967 168 - 1945-1962

MONTHLY FACTCRS (%) : . o -

. ~ Combat . - . - .06 T 130 LT 5.3 nfa

l . G\xerrma 036 072 T -'m‘ l.!"h n”.’

; - Admig Service - 29 .- - 87 .. - 1.88 afa

, DEATHS (Thousands) . '
Coxbat - g.4 18.2 25.2 LL,3 T2
Glle!‘l‘illa 3'2 1,1'3 3;; 503 ; -({
Admin Service 1. .9 3 3.9 .

" Total 18,7 32,4 7.5 93.5 153.1
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- - Died and Disablei of Wounds
. The docurents indicate= that aporoximately 18,800 enemy dird or werc
disabled from wounds (DGW) fiom 1965 through Junc 1968, MACV estirate:
enemy DOW at 3%% of KIA or 695,700 for the same pericd. Our computations
' average out to sbout 13.7% of KIA.

' The factors for DOW listed in Table 4 wera derived as follows. A revitw
P of the 25 after action reperts available ylelded en average 2.Ch woynded to
killed ratio. A MACV study of medical causes of non-crfectivensss/ showed
that 1.97% of the wounded die and an additional L,7 are permasently die-
abled, for a total of 6.677 DOW. This indicetes that 13.T¢ (2.0 x .O67)
more, people die or are disabled from their wounds as are killed in action.
Thus, the DOW factors in Tatle b are 13.7% of the KIA factors in Tablc 3.

. TARLE L
ENEMY DITD AND DISARIED FROM wOURDS

; 1st Half® Totel
1965 1966 1967 1668 119551048
g' ;, . - - ) ° - . . . . .. i
e MCNTHLY FACTORS (%) : . o :
- T rombet 0.145  0.178 .235 . L 0JSth2 ff - nfa
Guerrilla . © 0.048  0.098  0.098 0.197 | ‘n/a
~ Aduin Service 0.C40  0.119  0.115 0.257 n/a
DEATES (000) . e ' e .
Combat 1.3 2.5 3.b 6.1 13.
Guerrilla 5 1.2 1.2 0.7 it gg
: Adrin Service - 2 .7 . -5 il 1.6
4." b mm N : ’ 2.0 1“-]‘ 5.1 i 5.3 i '18!5‘

o For eiuple, 1.06% ;:sf the enemy @at force was killed per mo t oE5s
" . 1n sddition there were 0.145% DOW {1.05% x .137). per month in 15655

o The WIA/XIA ratio may vary slightly over time. The samcle h;s 10 afte
sction-reports each for 1965 and” 1967,7and 5 for 1966. The computed ra:i;;r
are 1.77 for 1967, 2.7h for 1966 and 2.09 for 1965. Since the differences
» are not great, and annual dats is not available for died and disabled as a
- : :;;u.;z of these wounds, we use the same factor, 2.04 WIA to each KIA, for
. ars. :

E? ST 67-C8%, Fodical Causes of Non-Effectiveness Amongs VC/HVA Troo
s ? ec A T .
Second Updaie, CICV, 17 Noveomber 1957. - L s
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Enemy Revortcd Minsiny and Captured

Table 5 shows the estimates of encmy missing in action (MIA) and cepn-
tured, derived from 79 dncuments. Altogether, 35,900 are cstinated to have
been MIA or eapturel from 1065 through the first half of 1968. In every cuse
estimated losces excenrd the muber ol POWs revorted by elllcd forces. Ve
do not know the proyortion of enciy ¥IA, deserters ard PCWs in the figure
of 35,900 MIA/captured as reperted in the ernemy docweeonta,

TABLS
ENEMY MISSING AMD CAPTURED

1st Half Totel

1965 166 1967 1966 . || 1555168
MONTHL.Y FACTORS (%) ' S
Tombat 0.04 o.11 0.23 1.8 ‘n/a
Suerrillas 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.17 n/a.
Admin Service 0.33 0.33 0.33 - 0.33 n/a
MISSING AMD CAPTURED (000) ' ' '
— Cambat . . . 0.3. 1.5 3.4 14,9 20.1
" Guerrillas 3.6 h.3 3.8 S 1.2 12.9
Admin Service 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.3 2.9
Total L7 6.8 X9 TR 35.9
Pow's (co0)y L 2.7 6.0 5.6 Wy -

a/ Official ccunt of FOW's in camps.

Enemy Losses to Desertion and Defec‘i:ion

The documents indicate that 7,500 enemy deserted in 1965, 8,600 in 1966,
8,300 in 1967 and il,700 during the first half of 19€8.- Official militacy
Chieu Hoi data shew 7,900 in 1965, 12,800 fa 1966. 17,700 in 1557 and 4,000
in 1968. Except for 1568, the estimates are less than the defectors.classi-
fied as such by tae enemy, . ' - -

- L4 -~ . P s . MR

Table 6 provides the detailed desertion and defection factors and results.
The combat unit desertion factors are based on a2 total of 65 docurents and
indicate that the enemy's desertion rate rose sharply in 19558 to better than
2% @ month, Only 16 documents were availsble for administrative service units
and 9 for guerrillas, not enough to develop yearly factors for deserters from
these uaits. Nor is there enough evidzace to allcw us to force a trend to
these data as we did for the guerrilla KIA factors, so we used the same fac-
tors for every year. : R
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ENFXM{ DESERTERS
| st Half Total
. 1955 1966 1957 1068 1965-149
’, MONTHLY FACTORS (%)
. Carcbat 0.37 0.25 0.27° 2,24 n/a
. Guerrilla 0.k 0.41 0.h1 0.4, n/a
Admin Service 0.51 0.51 0.51 0.51 n/a
DESERTERS (000) 8/ o
Combat 2.3 2.4 2.8 12.8 20.3
Guerrilla 3.9 k.6 k.2 1.3 14,0
Admin Service 1.3 1.6 1.3 0.6 L,
) ' Tota]: 7.5 8.6 5.3 B U & 39.1
a/ 1In addition, we acsuze that 307 of the deserters return to their units.
A number of factors could explain the difference between estirated des
sertions and military Chieu Hoi. Scme Chieu Hoi may be carried on the enemy's
_ bocks as missing or captured. In en esrlisr section we saw that. only 14,700
" of the 35,900 MIA/captured can be accounted for es bonafide POWNs. If we
.assume for the moment that all the remaining MIA/CAPT are Chieu Hoi, we would
be estimating about 60,300 deserters as shown in Table 7, versus L2,400 mili-
tary Chicu Hoil. . :
TABIE 7
DESERTIONS, MIA AHD CAPTURED - VERSUS FMILITARY CHIZU HOI
{ Thousands )
S 1st Half Total |
1965 1966 1967 1968 - 1965-1968
't ‘Estimated MIAJCAPD S L e
over m's l‘.s h.l . 2.0 " 10'8 21.2 . "
. Estimated Deserters - v - . . e e
and Defectors ’ . 8.6 8.3 . W7 T 39 -
Subtotal : ‘Lgu. 2.7 10.3- 25.5 8%‘3
] ‘Military Chieu Hoi 7.9 12,8 17.7 ho W2
Difference 3.9 01 -7k 425 a9
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However, the cstimated deserters, MIA, and captured for 1967 fall 7,400
short of the 17,770 military Chieu Hoi that year. In 1968 there are 21,500
more deserters than Chien Hol. We cannot explain the 1667 discrepancy. But
the 1968 discrepancy may stem from the enemy's sizable campaign to counter
the Chieu Hol program in late 1957 snd in 1968, 'is campaign may have teen
succeasful in keeping deserters from defecting to the open arms program, but
unsuccesasful gt liriting overall enemy descrtions.

I . .
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Annex 1
VC/NVA_OB 1965 - 1968
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Annex 2
DATA DESCRIPTION AD STUWDY METHODOLOGY

Cartured Documents Uszed in Study

This study us=d 136 captured cncmy documents, translated at the Combined
Document Exvploitatidn Center in Vietnaw. lMany of thece dbcuments were uted
in the previous study, "VC/iiVA Losses: A Kew Estimate Frcm Cuptured Docuxents,”
SEA Analysis Report, Janusry 1963. Some were also used by FACV J-2 in its
twvo studies or VC/ANVA losses baced on samples of 70 and 120 documents recpec-
tively. The documents used are similar to those sumarized in the Novesber

1967 SEA Analysis Report, pages 2-12, and are those reviewed over the past
nine months, inc g the MACV studies' documents, that meet the criteria

for this nnalysia.

Two kinds of doc\me-:ta are used: after action reports of VC/NVA KIA and
WIA which are useful for camputing wounded to killed factors; and docunments
ghowing a unit's strength and losses suffered over a period of time, Almost
all of these latter documents referred to u unit's killed in action during
the. period, and better than half listed cther losses, such as WIA, desertions,
‘and niasing in action or captured.

Documents were classified by ‘he year of the 1.nfomauon, the type of

“unit (combat, administrative cervice or guerrilla); a camplete or fragmen-

tary report; a periodic or after action report; and the period covered by the

_report. In several cases, identifications were made from the context of the

documents rather than an explicit statement within the document. If all
these items of identification could not de deve]nped from a docmnent it gen-

V _ erally vas not uned

Methodcloﬂ
Se'lectiog' . )

. A document was sclected for use in the derivation of a factor if it re-
ferred to the appropriate year and force type; was a pericdic report (except
for the WIA/KIA ratio computation); and if not a complete report for the
unit for the period, it had losses of the type under consideration. After
the documents were selected , tbe factors were ca:puted uxing three methocds.

- - - - -

C_agz\_ltation

First, the data i3 adjusted to correct for ¢iffersnces in period. That
is, 1f the document covers a three month period for a unit with a strength of

CORFIDENTIAL o
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Table )
SAMPLE CALCULATIQﬁg
. KIA - 1968 ~ COMBAT TYPE UKNITS
P Assigned Reported Period Adjusted KIa/
Strength KIA Covered Strength ~Adjusted Str
Mos .
50 0 - 1 S0 0.0
2€0 28 1l 260 0.1io8
336 70 1 336 0.208
. 118 - 16 4 472 0.034
~- 292 16 1l 292 ‘P.058
. 229 25 1l 229 0.109
258 - 13 3 774 0.017
54 10 3 162 0.062
60 i1 2 120 0.092
59 18 1 59 0.305
. . 2299 - 63 .1 2299 . .0.027
TR ] 67 3 1. " 67 ©0.045
A U1 N 2 390 0.079
S - 67 12 1l 67 0.179
46 2 B § 46 0.044
90 0 1 90 .00
. 219 5 1 219 0,023
4699 323 5932 1.387
H;th;d #1 323 '
3
Method #2: 1.387 _g gy -
. " Method _#3: 1.53% L. -
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300 and 12 KIA during a quarter, we multiply the assigned strength by 3
months to get an adlusted assignud strength of 900 giving a monthly attri-
tion factor of 1.33 per 100 strength for this uais,

Thre: dAifferent m:thods are used to calculate th canual attrition
factors frox the adjusted data. Tuble 1 provides a sample sot of calcula-
tions. The first rmethod sums the reported ronthly KIA and divides by the
sum of the adlusted msaigaed strengths for all uaits. For combat KIA, 1968,
ve get an attrition factor of 5.L3% (see Tatle 1).

Method 2 is to compute the average of the KIA per atrength ratios of
each vbservation. As shown on Table 1, we aver‘ge the KIA/ad usted strength
‘ratics, to get a monthly attrition factor of 8.1%i. This method disrvgards

unit size, i.e., a local force company's loss rste receives the sase weight
as a main force regiment's.

. The third estimate is deterrmined by the regression coefficient of
strength, derived by regressing strength (independent varisble) against KIA
(dependent variable{ (Plot strength against XIA and draw a line describing
the relation between KIA and strength, using the least squares critcrion.
The slope of the line is our third estimate.,) For the 1968 cembat unit KIA

factor shown on Table 1, ve get 1.53%. This method is very unreliablc with
‘amall umple sizes.

Good u-g'uments could be ctre'red for each of these methods. But, if there -
.1z = relationship between losses and sirength, amd ii the samples were large

enough, eech of these methods should produce abcut the same result. Thus,
the relisbility of our estirates can be measured by haw well the results of

" the three methods agree. Where gll three methods provide similar estimates

we are more confident than ia the case where th: wethods provide widely
divergent results. Because much of the data used in this study (cr any
sizilar study) varies in quality, we have arbitrarily chosen to use the
middle estimate of ths three as our "best" estimate for each year. Thus for

- the preceding table, we yre not very confident about the 1968 combst KIA

factor. The factor copputed by the 3 methods are shown in the tables which
follow, . '

Pt . - . . =P . 7 - . A
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COMPUTATION OF MONTHLY KIA FACTOR

ADMINISTRATIVL SERVICZ UNITS

1 Total
1965 1966 1967 ‘1968 All Years

Nurmbsr of Documents 2 4 10 s 21
. Method #1 0.51 0.8 0.78 1,93 - o0.82Y
. Method #2 0.29¢ 2.18 0.84% 1,88 1.29
Method #3 : ~0.155 0.082/0.93Y 1.49%/ ¢ o.45Y/
!7 *Best™ estimate.

.74 Particularly uncertain estimate.

CbHPUTATION or WOUNDED_/KILLED RATIO

Rusher of after action reports S .28

Ratio of total wounded to total killed ° D 2,00
Average NIA/KIA'fpr teported actions . .. - 2.09

1- - 4 R . . . e
Least square WIA/KIA estimate ' 1.81

n? '53.:' astimate.
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1965 1966 1967 1968 All Years

eI
CN |
A COMPUTATION OF MONTHLY DESERTION FACTOR
T COMBAT TYPE UNITS
1965 1966 1967 1968 All Years
o Number of Documents 14 16 27 10 692/
: Method #1 | 0.7 0.2 0.27% 3.23  o0.34%/
]
Method #2 7 o.s9 1.05 0.78  2.24% . 1.02
Method F3 . 021 0.3 0.0Y 1.80Y 0.4V
gl’ "Eest" estimate.
Particularly uncertain estimate. : :
} ‘_/ Two documents in sample are for undetetmined years.
COMPUTATION OF MIA/CAPT FACTOR \
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE TYPE UMITS ' \

“'.Numl_:'e'r:of Dpcﬁmghga . »1'* 1 'G_ 4
' Hethod#l l | : 17-.479.)._ 0.0&/028.‘./ 6.»0:’:/

- "jx.gt';i_xdd.'h T~ " 147 “0.0" 01:.1r '00'
| -!.det:.r_lod' . ..f | N/ : N/A._-; o‘.4'3_. N/A

*r—-'
Best estxmate.

i (u jr Particularly uncertain estimate.
- GONFIDENTIAL
T ' ' ~ S
l-——..:—.n.-s_- - e - —

' 0.26




Number of
dethod #1

Method #2

i Method #3
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COMPUTATION OF MIA,/CAPT FACTOR
T COMEST TYPE UNITS

1965 1966 1967 1968

All Years

Documents 13 9 2% 1;

i o.o4ﬁ/ 0.112/ 0.233/ 1.822/

0.02 0.29 ©.66 1.40

0.07 0.08 0.09 2/4.25~

estlmate.

G . : s/ "Best"
o . _- Particularly uncertain estimate.

COMPUTATION OF MIA/CAPT FACTOR

i - T GUERRILLAS

| : |

! 4 1966

{' Nurber of Documents’ 6
Method 21 0.33%

: Methoa 2 R "2.53 )
Method #3 0.28
a] "Best” estimate.

I . - . a |"|| TR wens Il.'“"l‘ bl "'ni'l R T oY)
N
s,
\,

connggmmt

60 ¢/
0.132/
0.58

0.06 Y

‘._/ Two documents in sample are.for undetermined ycars._“
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| 1966 1967 All Years
qffﬁ—' 1. -' 1 °, H
Numher of Ducurents 1——-’: EE;“ 2—1:'—.{:33&
Nurdrer of Dootnmonts 5 7 12
Method #1 - ‘0.20¢8/ 0.94%/ 0.518/
Hethad #i o 0,20/ 0.94%/ 0.51a/
Methed #2 . . . 3.08 “9.41 3.89
 Method #2 . 2,98 .- 9.41 .. 5,89
Metho2 A3 o . -0.09Y 2,75 . -p.51Y/
Cmethes 3. T <d.ee¥ o —2u7sy/ - =0.51Y/

. X ' o 1969 1966 1367 1968 - All Ycars
_ Number of Documents =IF =23 =t T S
Number of Documents - 1. 3 8. ¥4 - 16

‘ Method #1
Wethed #2 . . - L2021 1.127 045 | o
~rethod 'ﬂ.;_- v eleE. L, 2.21e 1.32:0,45+ - 0.

. Method #3° - - - N/A 0,83 -0. 122/‘ a

" 0

‘b’ Par:izy iavly uncertain estimate.

pw-n c-l-\-.ttl‘m
P 0
E eva hdh e adire

COMPUTATION OF MONTHLY DESERTION FACTOR
COF LT ATTAN 0 EERRLaLLAR GERTION FACTOR
(:(Jl:.P'i Illno

8/ "Best’ estliate, :
:r—ﬂq*:z:cu-‘wr Y. yncertain estimate.
&/ Particularly uncirtalin estimate.

COMPUTATION OF MONTHLY DESERTICV _FACTOR
‘COrADHIRTSTRAVIVE B-i YeE GNLTETOR

RO NLS Eiuas ]VE SERVICE Lyl UNIGS

19~ . 1966 1967 1968 All Years

Methoa #3 .  2.20%/ 1.00¢/0. ze_/ 0.02  0.414/
| ,2@1# Ja;&/ 0.08/ 0.418/

: . e N
sMetnod A3 .. L _RAA L 0,83 —0-4.1./

y 'Best” estimate.
rtx.cuy::ty jupcertain est:.mate.

Cn-n-!-\ru gsL

LAt o S
‘L u:..’:im.m Hak . - -
30 ‘ PR .
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COMPUTATICN OF MONTHLY KIA FACTOR
COMBAT TirE UNITS

: ‘ - Total
1965 1966 1967 1968 All Years
Number of Documents . 18 27 51 17 115 v/
Method #1 1.17  1.308/1.72a/ S5.43a/ 1.53a/
Method #2 0.82  2.51 2.19  8.15 2.90
Method #3 1.06a/ 0.96 1.57  1.53  1.46

7

YBest" estimate.

iwo documents in the sample have undetermined years.

p COMPUTATION OF MONTHLY KIA FACTOR

GUERRILLAS
1965 1966 1967 1968 All Years
. Number of Documents 0 5 7 o 12
Method " #1 0.20 0.23 0.23
Method #2 1.67 1.21 1.40
‘Method #3 ¢.12- 001 10.652/
-Apportlonal average c/ 0. 362/ 0.72¢/ . 72_/ 1. 44_/ 0.8.152/
&/.. "Best™ estimate. )
b/ Particularly uncertain estimate. '
€/ An examination of the documents 1nd1cates that neither 0 23%

nor 1.40% per month is an acceptabie attrition factor = the
result should be somewhere in,between. We have. -averaged these.:=.;
estimates to get an 0.815% factor for all years. Both the -
combat and administration service factors indicate an

increasing trend over time. Therefore we have arbitrarily
assumed that KIA rates in 1968 are twice those of 1966 and

1967 and that 1965 rates are half the 1966-1967 rates. The
average of these rates, over all years shcould be 0.815%. The
apportioned average rates meet these criteria.
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12-1409-65
1-1533-66
1-1559-66
2-1252-66
2-1389-06
2-1408+66
2-1415-66
6-1201-€56
6-1232-€6
7=1150-56
8-1165-¢6
9-280-66

10-13k2-€6

10-1434-66

10-2136-66

" 11-1051-66
. 12-1979-66

12-1997-66
12.2527-66
12-2866-€5
12-3854-66

1-1040-67
1-1047-67

" . 1-1T98-6T
1-1908-67 -

1-1910-67
1-2233-67
1-2338-67
1-2828-67
1-2878-67
1-2986-67
-1=3015-67
2-1681-67
2-1753-€7
2-1759-67
3-3015-67

" 6-1016-67

6-1753-67
6-17€2-67
6-1858-67
6-26884-67
6-3433-67
6-3517-67
6-3924-67
6-L0sh-67
T-1057-67
T-2496-67
T=-3174-67
7-3355-67

Annex 3
OCUMENTS US

(CLEC Log Nuzier)

8-1319-67

8-2081-67
8-2212-67
B~258L4-67
8-2595-67
8-3492-67
9~1181-67
9-13L6-67
9-1534-67
9-1550-67
9-1569-67
9=1706-67
9-1927-67

| 9=2139-67

9-2188-67
9-2226-67
9-2259-67
9-2280-6T
10-1330-67
10-15585-67
10-1692-67
10-1868-67
10-1961-67
10-2111-£€7
10-2153-67

. 10-2398-67
"11-0417-67 -

11-1127-67
11-1140-67
11-1190-67
11-1L80-67
11-1638-67
11-2020-67

. 11-2139-67.

11-2222-67
12-1026-67
12-1511-67

- 12-1914-67 .

12-1919-67

12-2138-67" -
12-2748-67 -
12-3935-6F

1-2020-68

2-1219-68 - p

2-1245-68
2-1249-68
2-1376-68
2-1700-68

2-213h-63 -

32

2.2268-68
3.2213-68
3-2398-68
3.2680-68
3-2709-68
3.2785-68
k-10u5-68
4-1054-68
4-1135-63
L-1105-€8
h-1543-68
}4.2384-68
4-2591-68
4-2€02-63

" K-2607-68

603-68
L-2632-68

4-2692-68
4-2722-G8

" he27h2-68

4-2837-68
4-2664~68

4-3163-68

5-1239-68
5-1473-68

' . 521520-68
. 5-2503-68

5-2884-68
6-1012-68
6-1054-68
6-1101-68
6-1195-68
6-1638-68

. 7-1031-68

7-1187-68
7-1337-68
7-1587-68

. 8-2553-68

X 2
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NVA/VC PRISQLERS OP WAR

Summary, In past wcrs, araiyaie of POW statistics provided a valuchls
insight nio the stats of enemy morale. In the Xcrgun war, the behavion
of POW's wiile in confincrient was a major issuz which affected neyotiations
and straired crr relaticrs with tha South Koreazs. The behavior of FOFs
in Prigoner of War come such as XKOE-DO provided u olear indication of
enery intrimsigence Ginde the prisonera’ acticns wvere largely directed by
the lerth Korean/CHICC! high commend, It also provided the enemy with a
major prorajauia wearon.

The avatlable data in Nashington on Prisonerc of War in South Vietram
are temuous and fail to shcw amy clear or definite patterns. The total
number of ememy captured eince 1966 .probably rafilecta the level of encmy
and allied activity and the mumber of enery trocpe operating in SVN as
much as the atatc of their morale. Imcidente reported in datention .
facilities also have a rardom pattern and few incidents could be categorized
as well organiszed atterpts at disrupiion. On the other hand, the detmntion

.. facilities are overcrouded and could provide @ future environment for

major altercations. On the basis of available data, it appears that the
North Vietnamese are more dijficult to cxpture (or surrender less) than
the VC, and the enemy does not prefer to gurrender to any particular
allied force. About 42% of the POW's were captured by US forces.

Table 1 shows the BOW input into Sowth Viétnmac.- detentinn facilities.
(The South Vietnamese have responsibility for detaining all FOWs regardless
of ‘the capturing force.) At present, about 33,500 POWs are incarcersted in

- South Vietnam; 6,98 or 21% of them are North Vietnamese. The remainder are

Viet Cong (777) and Regroupces (1%). (Regroupee is a GVK ‘Political terms for
South Vietnansse who, as a result of the 1954% Gepeva Accord elected to go to
North Vietnam but were later captured fighting in the Soutk.)

The largest number of prisoners (12,825) were interned in 19G8 end ebout
the same mumber weve intermed in 1969 (8,596) as in 1967 (8,253). These annual

.+ rates general.y follow the pattern of enemy activity during the same period.

)
Since 1966, KVN personnel averaged 22% of the total enemy captured except
for 1967 vhen the figureé was 13%. In 1968 and 1969 the NVN personnel composi-

© tion was almost identical (23%). A major effort haa been msde since 1968 to

appeal to VN personnel to surrender rather than Cheu Hoi, since the latter
offers no hope of eventual repatriation. . )

- Tabile 2 shows the 1969 quarterly POW inpu% by capturing force. As in

the case of annual rates, the wonthly intermments show an irreguler rattern,
but ‘the trend has been downward. The average wonthly rate in 1969 wes T16.
POW' input.s were highest in lst quarter and showed a steady decline frem June

onward, reaching & low point in December,
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Dl ) rapE 1Y
POW INTER.ID IN SVH MW CAMPS
(Prior to 1956 througn 1969}
% of % of % of $ of 9 of
Pricr to  Yr Yr Yr r 4% or
R 1956 motal | 1656 Total [ 1967 Total] 1668 Total 1757 Total | Total Tsotal
Lo XV 167 37| €94 20 1103 13. 2046 23 fzos8 24 | €958 21
S ve 205 b5 f2595 77 |€997 85 1983 75 leut8 75 [25958 77
e Regroupee 83 18 105 o 3 129 1-5 193 1.5 60 1l 570 1.5
s Urknown - o _a:g__r%._s_ - - 27 ©.5
T 'rota.l —hss 100 3397 xou %53 12805 1553 100 |33523 18
T _/ COGMUSFACY Report, Vietnamese Deuinees/m reflects inputl into camps, not
- capture rate.
S POJ_INTERNED/CAPTURING PORCE
, (1969) . o .
. g of  IQtr 2Qtr Ntr hq,tr - 1969 -
) . Total Total |Mo. Avg Mo, Avg - Mo. Avg Mo, ﬁ"‘
( . RVIAF ' 5331 o2 597 507 17 . ?i i
. -1 3093 - 36 n 33 - 195 . me 258
Ny, “ROK . 125 LS 15 k.8 . b o100
. AUS . 29 0.3 3 5 b -0 2
el CTHAT - 17 0.2 1 1 1. 3 <1
S Total B9 10 353 9% = &= 3y 5
L af cu-wsmcv Report, Vietntmese Deta.inees/PGl reflects mpuu mto unps. ‘not capt.ure
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. 'ties. Ninety three perceat of the POWs are confined in facilities which have

in defining the terms nc:mnl and emergency.)

CONFIDENTIAL

Table 3 shows that in 1966 and 1967 the Koreans accounted for more POWs
annually per 1000 fricudly strength than any other Allied Force. In 1968,
the Xoreans, RVNAF and US had abtout the same rate (9.5), but the Korean rate
decreased to 2.5 in 1562. The RVIAF and US rates both decreased to about
6.0 in 1969. It appeors that the RVNAF are as effective in capturing POW's
as US forces and the Koreans were more cffective than both of them prior to

1968.

POW Carps. The South Vietnamese administer five regional and one central
POW Camp. Da Nacg interns POW's captured in I CTZ, anc Pleiku nolds most of
those captured in II CTZ. Qui Nhon interns POMW's ceptured in II CTZ who were
not initially confined in Pleiku. It is also the central facility for female
PCWs. Bien Hoa interas POW's captured in II1 CT2 and iz the central facility
for severely wounded POW's and youth (mzles 17 years or younger). Can Tho
interns POW captured in IV CTZ2. Pm Quoc Island is a central facility which
detaina POWs processed through any one of the other five camp:.

Table 4 shows that cvercrowding exists in all but two of the POW facili-

prisoner populations above their normal capacity; the ©i:r Hoa camp is opera-
ting above its emergency capacity. (We do not know vhat standards are used

A reviev of available data on incidents reported in the PW cuans failed
to show a recent increase of major incidents, Most of thosze reported are
spontaneous outbursts without any apparent design. Revertbeless, the over-
crowded conditions. could provide the enviromment for more serious altercations
in the future,

L&
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TABLS 3 o/ S - o S
POY_I'TERNED/CAPTURING FORCE :
(Pate per 100 Strength per Year)
(Prior to 1966 through 1969)
Tctal 1966 034
% of Prior to Rate/
Capturirg Force Mo, Captured Total 135 Interred Str. (700) 1000 Str.| Interce: 3pr, (OO0
RVAF 17945 h 33 1970 528.0 3.3 6 6.k
s 13993 W2 15 1198 2812 b, 6 MT.7
ROK 182 &, 7 215 3.8 7.0 661 ' .9
AUS 84 - 0 10 3.6 - 2.8 8 i s.A
THAZ 19, - 0 0 0.5 - s | 10
TOIAL 335235 100 135 33 910" 3.7 % FI b\ T : I
?. ~ COMUSMACV. Aisport - Vietnusese "Detamnt/l’w, Fetrmry 1970.° R
B/ Total cxptured number, Por number presently detained ses Tuble k. T
' TARLE 4 of
PON_CAMP PCPULATIOR/CAPACTTY . ' N
{1969 . .
Dana Pleitrm Qurt Fheon Riea loa CCan '
o i of : 4 % of r Y=Y
Pop' Capacity| Pop (Capacity] Pop ' Capscityl Pop (Capecitii Pop ©
" w/vc . uss 1298 - e | e
Rated Capacity (Kormal) 2000 S9 2000 65 1000 122 3000 g § 2000
Mted Capacity (Rmer) 2500 k& %500 %2 |00 & | 300 | 2300 |
&/ COMISMACY Report - uotnu;n{le Detainees/POd, Pebruary 1970, o ,,.
o \ : Sl BERREY
:" . . ; . .
i :
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1968
Rate/

1959 :
Rate/ i

 Rate/
p. (200) 10CO $tr.

In‘ercael

2. (oo}

Rate/
1000 £te.

Iuierned 3tr. (9C0) 1000 Str.

Niea Hoa .

X8 as.6
b336 7.7

661 M9
A I 0

RoF

10

» Ce

mEr.:. ‘

&89
0.2
k.1

1.

Interncd Str. (coo) 1000 Str. )

FmQuoe =
e opeciy| Rp cupectty
2156 -

16000
95 28500 ™"

70 7.9 9.6 5333 83.5 6.0 i
S0C2 521.3 9.5 R 52°.9 5.9 ~
LB ¥ SR X 125 w7 25 ;
7 .. 5.0 29 7.7 3.8 j

2 8.1 0.5 17 11,2 1, :
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.to relliers, a_ttract* "r :.is.‘:-lcvel VC througn irndividu-lly dosignod co-.'ert .

. end ililary security clsoarances to cpen Job orportunities, forzing Kot Chanh
" to the eneiy will be received by ARVH troops (who might have to serve uwnier
tovard hard opposition to any participation ot the fomer enemy in political
- 1ife. ¢

“ment opportunities for defectors. The Revoluiionary Develcrrent lMiadstry

" ———— e $0 S sttt . e - et e me e - P Ce e . - . ‘e [N

LURTIUENTIAL LAy y
VATICHAL ERCONCINIATION  ° -+

Designed to attract hiche and ;ddlle-level,Vict Cong defezxtors to
the G\TI, the Neticual Toconcillation srezres sms anasuneed in the Manilla
Commind e nnd schedwled for pronluziesicn in Novicder 1300. Actuzl yre-
mlpation ©f the eergpui;n will bLegin in Aordl 1647, ecccr .li'"* to 4he ot
optirdstie zrhedulen, Midsummer Lo a rore realistic puaeccs. Trheuse deleys
sten frem the dukewsmn eup ‘c*t Dasdenz) Raconcildaticon has woa Jrea rany
GV officiels, desrite 1o fervens cdenands Jur eectrdon Srea US cfficizls,
(A2 indicsten of VicinsTese ceuticn tewverd the Iatlenal Reecncilisticn
concept 45 the phserce of eny funds earusried for the progrom in ke CY
1357 Chizu hoi budget of epproximately $9.5 wmillion.)

d.s. officisls, with GV assistmnce, developcd a ilctionsl Recconcil-
iation Action Pregrex olong two thezes: she prozise of elivii ead puiilicnl

righis to dafectors aznd tho offer cof GVN civilian and military carcer .
positicns cm;parablc to tkose held by defeciors in caemy organizoctiioas. )

GVl ofﬁc...a.l.. apcarently accert the ideas of extending civil rizhts

operations end instituting 2 neticnel revard system, But they have not
eccepted the corc=pt and techniqaes of an overi campaign to reliy middie-
level VC. The proposed cfier of civilien &33 ailitery’caveers to defcetors
is a pajor difficulty. Cthar inducerents such es allowir ng forzer VC i¢ run
for election if they rcncunce the 1T, grantirg thexm identification cards

(rallier) wnits within ARW or giving them uznclaimed land and surzlics are
less irporvant siushling tlocks. OIficials feel gualified individuc) defacters
could erd should be given G\iI positions end have a chancc for other work.

But they wounder how a naticnal czrraign promicing life, lilerty and happinezs

former VC), GVl civil servants (whose jobs migat be thrca.tened), la..v.less
refugees and others.

Further, scme Constituent Asserbly Represcntstives are reportly noving ) ' .

e ———

Mowever, some progress is being x.'.a.de. Chieu Hoi Undérsecretéry Anh
hopes v, speed cleerances for ralliers end in other wuys expand GVl emnloy-

plans to hire 2C00 ralliers in €Y 1967; Anh. will puolicly nome & forzer.VC .  + [
lieutenant to a senior positioa ia his.ministry. And Chieu Fai Dirgctor Tl = .
will launch scme covert apreals to alroedy ldéntified Viet Cong, presising -
them gpecific malitzry or government jobs il they defect. A futu-e lirge-

scale, cvert caxpaign aight be guidcd by vechniques tested by Tri's <ffcrts.

MRS
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) 15&‘ L 1966 C . 1967
3rd th st 2nd 3rd  &4th lat 2nd
° Icorps 2 3% . 39 17 33 U 58 50 ks
" JI Corps. 39. 93 - 12 138 79 289 . 239: 186 53

 1II Corps =~ W7 gs 83 129 gs - 69 -ggo 169 152

IV Corps 1 1 0 1 170 zi2

e BB R M o2 BB B
Military 203 199 201 220 178 303 520 . 366 T
Political 52 . ‘Ig .16 ‘gs, 72 202 238 10 98-

. Other 12 )2 1 2 1

" Chieu Hoi centers and rezettlement namlets; (3) GVN political activities and

" - the outcome befcre committing themselves. (Past experience.indicates that, Chieu
. Hoi figures can be expected to decline during pericds of intwnse political activity.)

- Hoi) apparently declined.

CONFIDENTIAL

HTEU HOI DECLINE :

The Chiecu Hoi rate has dropped sharply frou its March 1967 peak of 1109 p~r
week because cf (1) increased VO/NVA action azainst returnees, (2) increased VN
political activity (including rural electicnz), (3) overcrowding cf Chieu Hai
centers and () declines ia friendly cperations in populated areas.. The prezent . ‘
rate of defectors (460 per week) would result in R\bu’ 30,000 Hui Chanh in &Y l°‘a7,
compared to the objective of 4C,000 returnces, I Lhe 1566 pattern repeais, the ~
tctal would be closer to 35,C00.

CHIT) HOL
(Weekly Averages ty Quarter)

. 'The most important factor in' influencing the VC to rally appears to be

- the reputation of the Chiew Hoi center and its program. VC/NVA persounel

apparently get very quick and accurate feedback regarding the current treat-

went of returnees. Military pressure and psychological operations elso have

an effect, as does a stable political ciimate. All of these factors were

working for us in January-March 1967 when the Chieu Hoi. rate went to 816 per oL
week, highest to date. We intensified military operations ia populated areas .
l.nd conducted e maive psyva.r can-pugn during February 1n connection with Tet. =

"By Apx 11,. several factors began to reduce the number of- returnees and the
. gecond quarter rste dropped 304 (to 575 per week): (1) Chieu Hoi centers Gecame
overcrowded in the II and IIT Corps provinces vith the- highest returnee rates; -
(2) the enemy began to infiltrate VC cadre as returnees (apparently for the first
__time); and also began to assessinate ralljers and exert. military force-against

ot

- hamlet elections. upset thne political climate, lcading potential ralliers to awalt

Finally, (4) allied military operutions in populated areas (vhich produce -Chieu

CONFDENTIL g,
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" The data by Corps area show that I Corpa aunsiscertly prevides less than
10% of the returaves,proiably duc to its political inatatility, the larg - nmber
of NVA troops there, and the sustained irte-cit of the confliet dboth in i :
coastal areas and in the vicinity of the %. The distribvution of Hei Chana
from thz otner lorps aras has been fairly evea (1T CT2 - 24, III CTZ - 3.,
IV - CT2, 337) in 1607 t: dete. ALl four Cuorps arees have shuan declines [rem
the first quar::r 1307 levels.

A comparison between firzt half 15587 and flirst half 1207 figures shiws
that the Chiiecu {ci rate doubled in T and IV Corps and elmsst tripled in III
Corps. The II Corps rate increased «nly 362 Mowever, in wbsolute terrs,
III Corps and 1V Corps sm:ply caught up with uln- IT Corps rate.

.Treatm=nt ot Hol Chanh i3 spparsntly *x:.pr'w*rg,. GVN officials clain

"that provincial o.ticials are giving all Hoi Chanhs (ralliers) relatively

standardized treatnent in providing fzr their return te ncrmal life. Foi Chanh
can expect to receive identification cards scon af'ter completing a twu-mounth
reorientation progr.m in the provincial Chieu Hoi' Centers., These cards cust -

: _be carried. for nalli'.rs to obtain ;job.: in govermrent controlled areas, ) T

Ra.].liers previou.ly registexed as vu.ter »Gpply to thg. district Chle:a. in

-order to vote. Any Hc! Chanh who is interested in runaing for office ic eligible

if his name appears on the voters' lists and he »eceives a clearance frum the
local police. 1In areas wnich have recently come under government control,
ralliers are separated i\no three categories Ly tbe police -- "real, sccacionel,
end forced Communist supp;rters.” Ralliers can beccme candidates if they are
classified in the latter wvo categories. In the recent village and hamlet )
elections, seven Hoi Chank -« one village chief, three hamJet chiers ».and three
village cou.ncz.lors -- were vlected.

- No uniform pc1 icy exisis in dealmg with Hoi Chanh who might have

- Violated the law while servig with the Viet Cong -- especially in regard Lo acts

of terrorism. HNo instructiors have been issued by the government. The ‘usual

-.practice has been for allecged'y quilty perscns to be tried by civil or

-military tribunals. No ¢ne kicws how many Hoi Chanh who have been tried ifor acts.

) comitted while t.hey ware memh ws of enemy forces. l

A number of measures are u-'.erway tc improve the ‘capabilily. of "the Chieu

.. .. Hol progrem both to -attract defi:tors and to make productive use of Hoi Chanh
" after they ccme in. To attract ..re Hi (‘hanh, the following act.ions are beins

. vorked out with the GVN Chieu H:n r;nistr;{’

SRR GIve' the tS, Chieu . Prograz: m.hager a-v:r $1o million slueh fund. | .

" naticnal Chiem Hoi center 'into 2 meay:.

2. Construct 51 adequate « hiew ‘bi ce'xters a.r.d make the shuddy

-3 Double the U.S. Chieu E3' Prcvince o.dvisars and- assign ps,/ops
advisors in 20 provinces to dcvelcp a .etter qu.lck reaction capabilit.y to exploit !
Chieu Hoi. . . :
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: L, Initiate a T;:t-lihe psycvps campaign keyed to the eclections.
(The last Tet campaign vas very successful.)

To improve the uae of Hoi Chanh, the fullowing ;ctions are undervay:
1. Ara and train all Foi Casnh armed propagunda teams.
2. uadruple the Hoi Chanh "Kit Carson" scouts to 1800,
3. Increase the use of Hoi Chanh in pacification.
k. Convince the GVIi to form Chieu Hoi combat units.

.. Implementaticn of the furegcicgz actions, together with successful
" elections, may increase the Chisu Hol rate during fourth quarter 1967. More-
over, the 1965 pattirn would indicate that we can expect a hth quarter rise.
In 1965 the rate was high in the first quarter (419 per week) and then dropped
. 20% in each cf the next two quarters, only to rise sharply in the fourth
_quarter to 538 per week, or double the third quarter rate of 266. The 1967 -
.~ _pattern to date ia sinilar, with a first quarter high of 816 per week, a 30% drop to
575 in second quarter, and a further 20% drop in July.

" The 1957 goal for the Chieu Hoi program is 40,000 returnees, twice the
actual 1966 number. The program reached 20,120 by the end of July (665 per
weck). Achisvement of the 1967 goal will require an average rate of ‘
returnees per week thrcughout the aecond half of the year, more than a 20%
increase over the first half rate. The rale is about L60 per week at present,

. which would yileld a CY 1967 total of about 30,000. If the September e¢lections
~ and current measures to improve the program are successful, and the 1966
Chieu Hoi pattern repeats, the total could be as high as 36,000,

Ars
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The 27,178 Hoi Coanh in 1567 excecded the 20, 2'&2 in 1568 by 34
perceat but fell far shert of the lt-u7 goal of 40,000, The mcrthly rate of
returneces declincd tn_e\d...,/ from April througn Dccm‘mber (whirh produced the
fewest Hoi Chanh in any wmonta since July 1769). The 1968 rrogram, based on
our 1957 expericnce, will probably br about 15-20,0C0, far shert of thu youl
of 60,000. Political stacility throsshout 1ged could genercte @ higher
figure, but 1s ualikely to offset the impact of declining VC recruitment.

TABLE 1
TOTAL HOI CHANH

1965 . . 1966 1967
1Gtr 2Gtr _3Qtr hotr 1¢tr 2Ctr 30tr LQtr tr 2Qtr  33tr !u.tr

Hoi Chanh 13Lo 2624 346k 3706 S4L9 4345 3455 6993110503 7hT3 5512 3550
Total 11,12& Total 20,242 Total 27,178

Reasons for the Decline

" The most pertinent e:\p*enntions for the deeline in the Chiea Hai rate-

- are: (1) the political activity in 1367, including two election periods and

the accompanying feelings of uncerteinty throughout the country, {2) the decline
in local enexy recruitment and therefore the number of new VC personnel, the

. rrime source of Hoi Caanh, (3) a larger proportlon of ellied wilitary opcratiens
taking place in less populated sreas, {4) GVI! shortcomings irn the treatment ot‘
Hoi Chanh, including corruption and a totaliy insdequate jot placement preczr
and (5) increased enenu propagenda and other actions against the Chieu H:i

program.

-

Statistical unalytis reveaied that the gross numbers of enemy KIA and of
US air sorties (both reflecting pressure on VC/HVA ‘forces) had 1little correla-
tion with variations.ia the Chieu Hol reste, nor dii allied tattalion osys of
operation or US and RVIIAF combat deaths corre] ate with Chizu #oi shifts. ‘There
was a relationship between the harvest period amd a decline in Hoi Chanh, tut
this 1s unlikely to cause changes in the annual rate, since it probably on.Ly

- nfrect& $he timing of defectiorss .- - » e -

In the past, changes in the GVIi government and crisis periods have ceused
the Chieu Hol rate to drcp, while a restoration of relative statility brought
‘more Hoi Chanh. Table 2 and the associated graph illustrate this pattern.

Note the high rates during Tet periods which were boosted in 1556 and 1967 by
intensive Chienu Hoi campaigns. 1In months prior to elections, especially during
the campaign periods, the rate declined, perhaps due to uncertainty stexming
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l D
HOI CHANY BY MONTH (1965 - 1967) .
lf‘ S J F ) A M J J A s o N _-D Total v
L. 1965 393 k43 SOb  SBL 1049 - 98 826 INTT 1161 1066 1535 1106 | 11,124 B
! 1966 . 1253 221k 1982 162h 13b2 1379 1307 1173 975 1829 268 2516 | 20,2k2
; - 196F 25215 3169. 4913 30;8 €350 2105 2osk 1925 1543 1569 1070 951 | 27,178
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from anticipation of governmrental chenges to be preduced by the elections. In
1967, the August pclitical campaign followed by elections in September and in
November contriltuted heavily to the Chiocu Hoi declire in the third and fourth
quarteré. Although the zraph doe2s not cover Lhe period, the 1957 Buddhist
crisis caused a rupid decline from abcut 1700 in June 1953 to less than 10C in - :
: November 1353 wh-n Fresident Tiemr wos xilled. 7Tne rates rebound:=3 with the :

installation of the militory ,unta, declined after Generul ¥hurh's taleover i
- and regan rising agu;n wits the civilian takeover in October 144k,

Baads,

Yowever, the key factor in the 1967 Chieu Hol decline may be the decline .
in VC recruiis resulting from a deercasing enemy manpower pocl. In the sumter )
of 1967 a study of 100C kci Chanh ir I CTZ indicated thet 95.5% of the military Q
Hoil Chenh were new VC recruits with six months service cr less. Few NVA trcops
defect (only 146 in 1967). 1Tbus fewer VC recruits should mean fewer military )
Hoi Chanh. MACV estimates that VC recruitment dropped sharply in 1967 -- from
; .. - 7000 per month in 19G6 to 3500 per month in 1957. If the drop in Chieu Hoi d 1
v - corresponded we would expsct about 50 percent fewer rzturnees and a decline in
v “. - the proportlion of milltary Chieu Hoi. A drop of thav mcgnitude is aot yet
' evident and the proportion of military Chieu Hoi has remained steady. ' lever-
theless, the recruitment factor bears careful weiching in the next few months. 1

Not only has there been a decresse in the VC personnel most likely to
. . - defect, but it Is no loagelr as casy for them to defect. Friendly military
( " " operations during 1957 increzasingly took plece in leas populated areas, parti- T
) "7 _cularly along the borders with Cambodia and the DMZ. This raduces the possi- ’
" .bility of getting ralliers because the enemy line of retreat takes likely prose
pects out of the reach of friendly forces. Moreover, Hoi Chanh tend to defect .
to civilian officials rather then armed troops. The burder areas and VC strong- '
. holds have virtually no such officials. o

v

Shortcomings in the GV¥ Chieu Hoi program itself affect tke Chieu Hoi rate.
Overcrowded centers, mistreastment, and GVN corruption,shich individual W hear

- 'sbout through family and friends,discourage the hesitant rallier. The failuve -
of the GVN to find useful work for ralliers also discourages them. The huge :
influx of Hoi Chanh in the first three moaths of 1967 saturated fucilities and ;

bred conditions likely to produce hesitancy to defect. During September end ! ;
October 1967, the Chieu Hoi progrem was peralyzed while cadre and administrators !
speculated on their future in tne Thieu govermment. (Alsc during October, ' |
Armed Fropaganda Teams, which help produce Hoi Chanh, were pulled out of the i
provinces to participate in the Zational Day Parade in early Wovember.) HKope- , !

fully, -theé Chieu Yoi progreum is now rewniving after the year end upgrading
©f Chieu Hol to a ministry end the change in persopnel at the top. .

The VC anti-Chieu Hoi caxpalgn rar;ges from propagenda to mortar attaecxs
-on Chieu Hol centers. They stepped up their activity beginning in April 1967

-
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Actual ctual Estimated Actual -i»Actual of Est
I Corps 1,226 1,729 3,700 2,557 69.1%
II Corps 2,339 9,068 20,200 7,200 ) 35.6%
1T Cerpa 2,692 3,708 &,h00 8,016 : 95.4%
IV Cowvps 4,847 5,727 12,700 9,405 74,14

- Part of the answer may be the saturation of the II CTZ populated areas with
. friendly forces, and particulsrly Korean forces. ' The Koreans entered II CTZ in
~ October 1963, and their areas heve produced what appear to be dispro“ortionately

s U A ——— s e

.

when evidence of VC cadre Infiltrating returnecs appeared for the first time,
VC propaganda siresses the fale of ralliers at the hauds of the OV (conscerip-~
tion into the Arny, torture nnd desth are favorite themes).

Chieu H~d by CTZ

The original MLCY <ztimate ef Hol Chanh for 1257 wae 45,000, based on a
facter of 2.3 times the 1946 results. Takle 3 ccmpares the original estimate
with: the actual nurters for 175,, 1965 and 1%67.

TABLE 3

ESTIMATID VS ACTUAYL HOI CHANH

1965 1956 - 1067 ' .

Total =~ - 11,124 2C,2%2 . W5,000 27,170 . 60,49 .

IIT CTZ came closest to itz target number. IY CTZ was the worst performer,
achieving only 35.6 percent of its goal. The poor II Ccrps showing resulted
from an unrealistic goal for 1967. 1956 was an unsouand base on which to project
II CTZ 1567 performance: II CTZ has less than 207 of the .VC personzel but pro-
duced L5% of the 1966 Foi Chanh. It was pct reasonable to expect 20,000 Hol
Chanh frem roughly 4C,000 VvC. . : . )

In fact, the 1nteresting question is why 1Y CTZ was able to produce rore
than 30% of the Hoi Chanh in every quarter from October 1965  through June 1967.

large numbers of Hoi Chanh. Intelligence reports and. returree conrerts indicate -
that the VC have almosi an obsession with whet they believe to be the umpredicts; .
able brutality of the Kereens. Part of this reaction probabtly stems from the
Roreans' use of fear %to.induce defectors, A psyvhological operations scrker - -
tells the families of VC that they should influence their men tc rally becauss .
future operations will kill all YC in given areas. (This technique chows part

of the value of working in hcavily populated areas.)

B | | 80
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_iygome of the currcnt erforis to get negotiations started.
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I CTZ has consistently provided 9-11% of Hoi Chann in the past three
veaire in spite of having about 20% of the W units, The low rally rate may
reflaect VC tactics (Chieu Mol ccnters have been VC targets) and the proximisy
to Xerth Vietanm, VC unite ir I CTZ have increasingly been £11led with VA
parsonnel, The returnce numters for I Corps provinces in 1665 progressed
from » low of 104 Jor Sunng Tri in the north to a high of 574 in Guang iiced
in the scuth. In 1.7 the ccmparable figures were 172 and 761.

IIT CTZ produc~d 2L of Moi Chngh in 1765, 167 in 1965, aud 305 ia 1967.
It has abcut 277 of the VC. Thus the 1357 results are about vhat could be
expected, and the near ackdevement ol the III CTZ goal reflects orimesrily its
relatively poor performsnce in 1966. Hovever, the fact that III CTZ hed only
114 of its Hoi Chanh in the last three montis of 1967 whils tee rest of the
country had 14§ might te duz to a new VC tactic in III CTZ. VO cadres sre
saying that VC ox‘*‘ensive operations will stop after Tet and that peace will be
achieved thrcugh a ccalition government. Iocal press speculation aboui nego-
- tiations after Tet has reinforced the VC propugandsz. Potentizl ralliers may
be unwilling to risk lesing the spoils of victery by rallying now, If this -
is so, a surge of hoi Chenh may result if the negotictioas fall to materialize.

: IV CTZ produced 35% of lioi Chanh in 1667, compared to 28% in 1966 and
Wg in 1965. It has about 354 of SVN VC personmel. Thus its perfcrmance in
19A7 was about as good as could be expected, and its performance relative to
‘its goal (74%) reflscte the relatively poor sbowing of 1966.

Prospects for IOGb
// W There were 9100 Hol Chanh in the second haif of 19‘7, at this rate, about
18,000 Hoi Chanh cculd be expected ia 1968. FHowever, the Tet period usually
produces large numbers of ralliers, so a 20,000 gosl mizht be more veasonable.
Political statility in 1958 could generzte a higher total but is unlikely to
offsel the impact of declining VC recruitment. The MACY goal is 60,000 re-
furnees for 1968, but we uderstand this is primarily a planning figure for.
budget purposes., Tiis many returnzes could cnly occur if the war were vir-
tually over -- in the face of VC recruiting of oaly about L0,00( new members
and the heavy enemy losses, it would mean mass desertions by hardened end sx-
- perienced VC. 'We see no prospects of this oceurring. In tact,: considering
.1 the low VC recruiting levels, the inefficiencies of the Crhieu Hol program and
}. the emphasis in the Combined Campaign Plan on border operatioas, it is: nossihle
that the 1968 ralliers may not =xceed 15,000 (tre 4tn quarte" 1967 rate). . i'. 2

-

The forthcoming Tet ner:lod should provide &n interﬂstirg test.” Past ex-
perience indicates that.the rate should go up sharply. I 1t does not, this :
ray signal a low rate in J"“’E, or it may mzan that the 1952 rate higges o on

v, - .
BRI
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(\__:‘ — - CHIEU BOI: A QUARTERLY KETORT

The Chisu Hoi declime sontimued through first auarter 1968 with a total
of 2541 Heil Chah, an anrual mate of alout 10,009, We egtirate a 1968 Chiex
- lo: total of 15,009 or below, tut a definite breakdown: ir peace tz2lxka could
L. raise the rate : utatantwllu. Reporte of affective une oj' toi Chanh tllustrate
the value of the Chicu lioi :‘mara:n even during a period of low retums. In
view nf the profected low rate o) Chieu ioi, we belicve that the highest

- Lenafits will acorua from improving tke une of liot Chanh and the qualt-t y of
o the program ratrer than an cxpansion,
o . , TABLE 1
SR a0 0 v .. TOTAL HOX CHANK .
S ) : .
Voo o Years Quarters ' Months
) ‘ T 1957 1968

. © 1965 1966 1967 iQter  2Qtr 339tr LQre 1Qtr Jan Feb_ Yar:. ]
' ol Chanh 1112% oo2le TTI7B 10603 TWT3 552 3590 2541 1272 735 53

Source: Tebles 1, 2 and U, 0OSD Southeast Asia Statistical Suweary, and MACV Chieu
Hol reports. i o T .

g

o Tabie 1 shows that the number of Chieu Hoi returiaees continued to decline
during the first quarter of 196&. The total of 2541 Hoi Chanh was the lowest
quarterly total since the first quarter 1965.- Projection of the first quarter

~ rate throagh the rest of the year yields about 10,000 returnees for 1968,
" elose to the 1965 figure of 11,124, If the dovnvard trend persista, we might
see only 4,000-7,500 Hoi Chanh this year,

. Reporting problems preclude drawing firm conclusions from the receu‘r.
Chieu Hol data. MACVY reports that Chieu Hoi reporting was spotty during
February, and the figures in Table 1 may understate the actual flow of Hoi
_ Chanh in February. In March, all provinces werc reporting, but the rate -
. ) continued to decline. This indicates that the downward trend probably
v . (... persists.’ (A reporting error of 50% would be needed to bring the lirst
' Tt -7 v quarter 1968 figures up to the la.t quarter 1967 figures.) A Joint GVE-US

Zdek,

.t . - system for reporting the number of Hol Chanh is ccheduled to be operating
. by April 22, Yoperully, thi... will provide. firmer data. In the meantinme,
. T < T we must reserve ;j\.dgment ‘on"the mennlng of the f‘igmres for the first quartsr

195

. Sl T 'rable 2 shows that I and IV CTZ are getting a largcr portion of the total
’ ’ . Chieu Hoi, with II and III CTZ's shares declining. 'Tn the last 4wo quarters
the I CTZ proportion lias been about 17%, compared to a 10% average during
“the past three ycars. IV CTZ has account.d for about 504 of th: Hol Chanh

so far in 1968, its highest share sinc< third quarter 19GS.

G L | - o CONFID NTIAL 62

...\." - . 7

T

j aasan
DV, PO s .

RS TN P RPN et - s me e P - - - -




I 2

of 2.2

CONFIDENTIAL

The ratio ¢l military to political Hui Chanh bas increased sharply
in 1968, At 3.9 military for every pslitical returnee, the ratio is the
highest since third quaricr 1965 and almost double the everace 1967 ratio

to 1. Moreover, the ratio has Increased significantly in every CTZ
except ITI CTZ; IV CTZ produced the hifhest ratio of 7.6 to 1.

Table 2 aluo shows that I1I and IV CT” consistently have a higher ratio
of militury to political M=i Chanh (1II €7 -= 3.1, IV CTZ == 3.6) than I CT2
(1.6) una II ¢, (1.3). Folitical) Boi Chanh comsistently declined in III
and IV CTZ throughout 19%07, ir contrast to the sha."p II CTZ dx'op and the
fairly constant I CT7 rate suring 19267,

The causes and meaning of the different patterns

are not clear but prcb-
ably are r

elated to variations in: typec and demsity of populations, enemy

. Torez sizes and structures, and recruiting rates among the four CTZ. The
. sharp 1968 decline in political Hoi Chath in all CTZ's may reflect the im-

pact of the VC/NVA Tet offensive and the enemy theme thut the war will soon
be over, Potential political Hoi Chanh presumably have more time in VC

service and are less subject to the hazards of battle than VC military per-
sonnel, particularly new VC recruits impressed into service. Thus, they are

. probably more willing to wait for the °itua.tion to clarif‘y than the potential

vC m111tary def'ectors are,

TABLY 2
CHIEU 0T BY 1¢PE BY CT2
1967 : - 1968
- . 9 .20 . g 13
- I'c:’ﬁntuy . . 459 326 23 - 33h 268
Political  2u8 251 - 198 ° 250 128
. Other S 43 76 2 17 3
" Total o 750 653 553 601 399 &/
_ 2 _ |
n. gumy' 1632 1289 458 369 = 25
Political . 1312 1033 312 0 395 2 o
" Other o 160 100 7 - _10._ 6 R
| Total’ . T30k 2hzz o B3 - b0 g/
IIIM?l?ta:y ‘ 2233, 1568 - 1232 - 6160 L
Political .- 809 . L8 39 173 . §2 -
Other .. : ©_209 s 130 - €2 48
.. .. Total 351213 IRl B1 Lol a/
IV.CY - ' L ‘ e
" -Military. S 2h33 . 1568 1868 - 964" mzo .
. -Palitfeal-.. = s_-= . 730 - 575 (WA 2885 13 .
" .Other . T35 c2 - 66 92 . 28 .
" Total ~ "han 2205 2398 130w 1261 af
SVH g . L o
ml&ilité.ry ' ‘6757 © WSi 3881 2283 T 1951
Political . 3099 2339 1333 1066 505
Other Tir 381 298 0L %
Total 16533 7T73 B2 PR B

-

. The country-
7 Data for fir«t week in 1068 15 not availsble by CTZ by type
wide totel for that week was pr orated to obts*-x CTZ and type data.
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Prospects for the Kest of 1963

We concluded owr January article® on Chieu Hol by stating:

"There were 9100 Hoi Chanh in the second half of 1967;
at this rate, about 18,000 Hoi Chanh could be expected in 19€8.
Howuver, the Tt period usually produces large numwbers of ralllers,
so a 20,000 ;zcul rdght be more reasonable, Political stability
in 1968 could generate a higher total but ig unlikely to cffset
the impact or' dcelining VC recruitment. The MACV goal is 60,000
returnees for 1358, but we understand this is primarily a planning
figure for budget purposes. This many returnees cculd only occur
if the war were virtually over -~ in thc face of VC recruiting
of only ebout 40,000 ncw merbers and the heavy enemy losses, it
would mean mass desertions by hardened and experienced VC. W«
see no prospects of this occurring. In fact, consldering the
low VC recruiting levels, the inecficiencies of the Chien doi
program and the emphasis i{n the Combined Csmpaign Plan on border
operations, it is possible that the 1368 rallicrs may not ex-
ceed 15,000 (the Lth quarter 1967 rate).”

"The forthcoming Tet period should provide an interesting
test. Past experience indicates that the rate sharld go up
sharply. I¢ it does not, this may signal a low rate in 1968,
or it may mean that the 1968 rate hinges on the oufcome of tue

" ecurrent efforts to get negotia.tions sta.rted. ' ,

It now appears that the low number of Tet returnees and the \mcértaint;y
generated by prospective negotiations will tend to hold down the number of
1968 Chieu Hol, particularly the political onecs. Conversely, the higher VC

" recruitment in 1963 may tend to push the military portion of the rate zbove

the current levels. MACV has doubled its estimate of monthly VC recruitment

(from the 1667 rate of 3500 per month to a 1068 rate of 7000 per month so

far) due to evidence of heavy VC impressment/recruitment in the wake of the
Tet offensive. Many of these recruits may rally at the first opportunity,
but a Chieu Hoi increase from this source would not erode the hard core
VC/NVA structure or diminish critical chemy ca.pabilities.

Assuming the first quarter figures are reasonably accurate » we believe
the Chieu Hoi rate will remein low, with a 1968 total ¢f 15,000 or below. A
definitive brenkdmm in peace talrxs woculd probably increa.se the rate sube .

stantially. - . . . S A 15

Low volume does not signiry failure of fhe Chieu ioi program, sihce external =

factors aifect the rate substantially. Moreover, reports of effective use of.
Hoi Chanh illustrate the vajue of the theu Hoi Program even during periods of

¥ Page LU, SEA Analysis Report, January 1968,
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low volume., In February and March 1968, armed propaganda team strength grew
124 (irom 2,615 to 2,929); Kit Carson scouts increas:d from 292 to 332. In
Prude Tuy, Hoi Charh provided detailed advance infortation on VC attacks
during the Tet offensive. Auctralian forces are using Hol Chanh on operations
in which they have demonstrated search techniques resulting in the discovery
of VC tunnels and capture of VC personnel, One Hoi Chanh reportedly knows

the entire Phucc Tuy VC infrastructure Ly name or by sight and plans are
underway to roll it up. On 9 April the Chieu Hoi minister paid more than

1l million piasters to a returnce who led allied forces to large weapons

caches in Phuoc Tuy.

The planning figure for 1967 Hoi Chanh was about 40,000, arnd we under-

"stand that the Chieu Yoi program and facilitias wers to be expanied to sccom-

modate an annual flow of this size, Thus, the current program probably
could handle about 2.5 times our estimated total for 1968. This would indi-
cate that, aside from contingency programs to handle possible peak loads,
the 1968 Chieu Hoi effort might well focus ou maximizing use of Hoi Chanh

- . aL sources of intelligence, Kit Carson scouts, armed propeganda teams, etc.

In addition, the low rate cffers an opportunity to improve the training and
Job placement aspects of the program, thereby increasing its attractiveness.

65
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The Chiex Hoti rate hit bottom at 5§18 returneécs in
Mcrech and has eclimbed to a new plateau of about 1600 per
month. It etill appears that there will be alout
15,000 Hoi Charh for 7968. A sharp inocrease in Hoi Chanh
'{aag, 50% abovae the current 1600 monthly rate) could
"stgnal a significant change in the war. About 10% of
the Hoi Chanh so far this year havs come from dissident
- - Haoa Hao and Cambodian KKX groups. Some mass defections
' and a htghcr proportion of high ranking Chieu Hoi are

t“iu_:v'rcparvcd in 1968, .but the data available in Haahtngton

are too akctchy far analysis,
Trends

Table 1 and the graph indicate that the Chieu Hoi rate
bottomed out in March 1368 and reached a new plateau of
about 1600 per month beginning in July. The table also -
“indicates that our previous estimates of about 15,000
Hoi Chanh in 1968 are still valid, barrxng a dramatic

_change xn the war later this year. : . . .-

: The steady Chieu Hoi decline in 1967 was probably

due to the following factors: (1) the political activity

in 1967, including two election periods and the accompanyxng
feelings of uncertainty throughout the country, (2)

the decline in local enemy recruitment and therefore

the number of rnew VC personnel, the prime source of military
Hoi Chanh, (3) a larger proportion of allied military
operations taking place in less populated areas, (4)
"GVN shortcomings in the treatment of Hoi Chanh, and (5)
increased enemy propaganda and other actions against .
" .-thé.Chieu Hoi program, including tighter internal controls

. to retamn manpower for the 1568 offensives. LT
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5000 et
- 4000 T T
3000 | 4
L o Ptesidentl;l -+
?000 lections
o Key
-~ . o . 0 xegm )
I 100 h g Constithtional T
J ’ Assembly
El:ctions J
' Tet
. Offensive
Jan  .Jul Jan Ju Jan  Jui  Jan Jul
‘1955 1966 1967 1968
; : TABLE 1 s
' - N
HOX CHANH BY MONTH (1965-1968)
Totald P M A M J J A S -0

1965. 11,124 393

1966 20,242 1252

1967 27,178 2521 3169 4913 3018

Est ..

1968 "14,907 1303

443 504 581
2214 1982 1624 _

720 S18 88la/

1049 984 826 1477 1161 1066 1534 1106
1342 1379 1307 1173 975 1829 2548 2516
2350 2165 2044 1325 1543 1569 1670 951

894 1091 1621 1634 1445 1600 1600 1600

PO AR

P

{Estimates)

a/ Excludes about 300 dxsa;dent Hoa uao who came in cver the previous
wonths dut reported in April.
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Changes in some of these factors may have helped turn
the trend upward after March:

(1) The GVN has remained stable, .

{(2) VC/NVA recruitment/impressment rose sharply in
conjunction with the Tet offensive and some of the "recruits"
may be finding their way back home via tae Chicu Hoi program
(the increzsed ratio of military to other Hoi Chanh tends to
support this factor).

{(3) The program itself has reportedly improved
(especially in I and IV CTZ) including use of Hoi Chanh in

‘Armed Propaganda Teams gainfully employxng them to encourage

still additional defectors.

(4) More allied forces are now operating closer to

populated arcasz than before, giving +the enemy better opportunities
_to defect. .

On the other hand, enemy propaganda and violenca against
the program continues unabated. This, added to the tight
controls within the enemy forces, is prcbably preventing
the Chieu Hoi rate from attaining the high levels of early
1967. Thus, a dramatic and sustained increase in the Chieu
Hoi rate could be evidence of a weakoning of the enemy’s
control structure. The current 1600 per month plateau makes

- us suspect a rsturn to a "normal” rate of 20,000 or so per

year rather than a decline in enemy morale sutf;cxent to
overcome hlS internal controls,

Other Patterns

Table 2 shows that the upward trend is occurring in
all four CTZs, with I CTZ surpassing its best 1967 perform-
ances. IV CTZ is coming close to its best rates of 1967
and continues to have about half of all Hoi Chanh.

Table 2 alao shows a significant 1968 increase in¥

" Hoi Chanh in the "other” category. This has resulted from

the defection of about 250 Cambodian KKK and dissident

* Hoa Hao; they account for about 10% of a11.1968 Hoi Chanh..

If we exclude the “other" element from the Chieu Hoi
totals and look at the ratio of military to political Hoi
Chanh, we see that 1968 exceeds 1567 with a consistently
higher ratio of military Hoi Chanh in every quarter. The
range for 1967 was 2.0-2.9 military Hoi Chanh for each
political Hoi Chanh; the 1968 range has been 3.4-3.9.

This trend seems to indicate that potential political Hoi
Chanh have less incentive to defect than the military troops
who must face combat. A higher rate and proportion of

CONFIDENTIAL

- e T R e R T -J




s

1967 968
1o~ 20 30 40 Lfﬁ; 20 3Y
I CT2
Hilitary 153 109 107 111 98 176 184
Political 83 84 66 83 46 80 76
Other 14 25 .11 - 6 1 L7 27
Total 2 0
II CT2 ) . :
Military 544 430 153 123 88 8l 85
" Political - 437 344 1064 132 44 37 50
Other 53 33 ‘23 23 3 26 64
Total 19349 807 280 278 | 135 144 199
IIXI CT2 ; . : o . ’
Military T 744 523 411 205 112 120 244
Political 270 160 120 11:4 26 20 19
. Other 70 48 43 21 10 19 29
Total 4 148 159 2592
IV CT2 . ’ )
Military 8ll 522 - 623 322 361 329 522
Political 243 192 154 96 51 63 160
. Other 112 21 22 17 7 96 188
" Total . .
All SVN ) L . .l
Military 2252 ° 1584 1294 761 659 706 1035
Political 1633 780 444 369 167 200 305 .
Other 249 127 99 67 21 148 308
. _Total,
f'e]’ §ource ‘OSD‘Statxstioal Sunmary, rable 2, and MACV/

et o e e e e e
. P

c. :rz:::rm.u

TABLE 2

CHIEU HOI BY TYPE BY CTZ 3/

(Monthly Average)

.CORDS/CHD Weekly Returneée Report.: Secdim and third-
*" quarter. 1968 numbers are from the CORDS report be-
" .cause it picked up about 300 KRK in Aprll which the
Stat Summary did not. . ) )

b/ Total through August 31.
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political Hoi Chanh could signal a significant change in
their appraisal of how the war is going,

Mass Defectioni and High Ranking Hoi Chanh

Three enccuraging trends sometimes cited in the Chieu
Hoi program during 1968 have been increasing numbers of
(1) mass defections, (2) weapons caches discovered and (3)
high ranking VC/NVA personnel. '

Included in the "mass dcfections™ are the 950 KKK
and Hoa Hao, who cannot be considered as significant as
defections of regular NVA or VC troops. There is some
question as to whether the KKK ought to be included in
the Chieu Hoi numbers at all since they are Cambodiana
and not formally allied with the VC/NVA cause, The Hoa
Hao returnees represent a highly localized phenomenon, -
since almost all of them rallied from An Giang province

where the sect is particularly strong. Thus, they should:

not be given undue weight in assesgsing the nationwide trend.

The more interesting mass defections involved VC or

NVA troops. Two instances have been reported in the weekly

Chieu Hoi Reports. In one rase the defectors were from a
unit threatened with total annihilation, but which was
given the opportunity to surrender. This was the case .
of the 150 men who surrendered in June in Gia Dinh province

. after responding to broadcast appeals from their former

exenrutive officer to rally. In the other case, a. group
of 12 enemy rallied with their platoon commander in Gia
Dinh province. The only other report we can find about
mass defections is a MACV statement that there have bheen
®...8everal instances in I CTZ and in III CTZ of defections
by large groups of ralliers from a single unit." The small
number and sporadi¢ timing of VC/NVA mass defections so
far, and the circumstances surrounding thosa defections,

do not yet indicate the beginning of a strong trend.

Chieu Hoi Weekly Report #128 stated, "An increasing

‘number of important arms caches are being discovered by
-allied forces in operations led by Hoi Chanh or ex-Hoi

Chanh.-:"- Again, sufficient-data is not available- (four

- gpecific cases have b=en mentioned by the reports so far

;n'1968)Ato compare this trend with 1967,
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The third encouraging trend sometimes cited for the
1968 Chieu Hoi program is the increasing number of high
rankinj Hoi Chanh. The quality of the military Hoi Chanh
has raportedly improved significantly during 1968, but
no systcmatic data is available in Weshington to confirm
the trend. One Chieu Hoi report (#113) states that an
analysis of the available GVIN stetistics concerning military
Hoi Chanh for the first (uarters of 1967 and 1968 shows
that the percentage of of ficers and NCOs jumped from 4.07%
in 1967 to 10.3¢ in 1968. Applying the percentages to
the total military Hoi Chanh yields 275 officers and KCOs
in first guarter 1967 and 204 Eor the same perxod in 1968.

In a more recent report, HACV noted:

*Although the total nunber of returnves to

date (Jan through Jun 1968) is about one-third

of last year's figure for the same period, there
is a distinct rise in rank of ralliers. An
analysis of results over recent months discloses
that approximately 2 1/2 times the number of NCO-
level and higher Hoi Chanh have rallied than

was the case previously.”

N

. Wa think’this means 2. 1/2 times the percentage previcusly
‘reported (i.e., 4.07 x 2.5 = 10.2) rather than an absolute

increase in number. Further data for analysxs of the trend
in Hoi Chanh quaIity is not available in Washlngton.
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PRGFITF OF CHIEY HOI RETURNTTS

A recent R stuirl baced or blogruphical cards for 19,577 of the
L5,000 dafectyrs r'vem 1 Jaiy 1955 through June 1657 has given the most coxm-
plete profile of tne Chiea lici roturnesc we nave :tcen to date

About €67 of the returt-cs were bhie milicary, buv the civilian propor-
tion tended to incsessr when the pehurnw-vets incresscd.  About L% of the
returnees were villug. and hemlet guerrillas, 20% were ¢ivilian dofectors
Irom party organizetions, 107-20% were rogular military persoanel, ¢.uld the
remaining 25% defected from wili*la, commn-liaiscn unils, liberation associa-
ticas, labor groups, etc. '

The proportion.of cadre in the returﬁees ranged from 15% to 19%, iadi-
cating little difference between cadre anil rank-and-file defection trends.

. Senior cadres ranged from 5% to 8% of rcturnees. The proportion or senior
-military cadre2/ rose to 57% of all military cadre in first half 1967, com-

pared to 40% fer the previous 18 months, Converssly, the proportion of high

rapking civilian cadre declined. .
The findings cast doubi on the contcntion that the Chieu Hoi program

attracts primarily underzge or overagc pcasants, new recruits, and deserters

_ from GV unitz. A majordty of the returnces weva 16-30 years old, although

the proportion of military returnees this age in the second year declines.
Geperally, the higher the returnee's unit the lower Lis average age; guerrillas

. were older than main force troopers, for example. Military returnees from IIX

and IV CTZ were older and had longer service than those from I and II CTZ.
Cadre were generally older than their fo! swers. The majority of the returnees
had 12 or pore months of VC service. Less than 1594 were GVH deserters or had
‘active GVN service berore Joining the VC. '

The returnees represent only a partial manpover loss to the Viet Cong

. Tacause most of them came from VC villages and want to return home. Also, 5%

of the returnees were defecting for the second time. A much higher percentege

- Likely face further service with the VC once they return home, because the VC

X111 only the defectors who have actively assisted the GVN by turning in their
weapons, helping %ae GVN locake xeapons and supplies, providing intelligence,
ete. Most Hol Chanh simply go through the Chieu Hoi center, and the VWC regard
this group as misguided brothers to ue given a second chance. The returcees
seem aware of the VC policy, because more of those turning in weapons were
wiliing to work for the GVN, and fewor wore willing to return home, compared
with retufnees who did not bring in theif weapons. N

1/ A Profile of Viet Cong Returnecs: July 1965 to Jane 1967," J. M.

" Carrier, RM-5577-ISA/ARPA, October 19%68. o

2/ Assistant Platoon leader and above for regular forees, Assistant uait
leader and up for guerrillas sod militia, )

CEMRIDERTIAL
. 18 .

.

PPV

.




CONFIGENTIAL

RAMD interviews of prisaners and returnees lndlcate that it is tougher
to derect from regular force wiits than from cthar VC orgoanizations. The
mopertion of regular {orne defectors in the sample was about helf of the
proportion of VC/LVA mzin forces in ovarzll encmy streagth. On the other
band, the percentege of guercills end civilien returnees was greatesr then
their proportion or VC strengtn.  One interpreotetioa of the distribution
difTerence is that few regular force troops er2 able to defect., Another is
that the sirensths of guerrilla and civilian units are undcrestirated.
(Evidence outsid:z of tn2 study exists {o bolster eitker case.)

STAPRO Cormant

In past articles we have indicated our view that the Chieu Hoi data
can furnish valaable clues about our progress in South Vietnam. The RAID
stuly clearly indicates that enalysis of the bjographical cards (or a small

_sample of them) on & monthly basis could generate a quantum Jump in the

value of the Chieu Hol data a- an indicator of how things are going and

.greatly increase understanding of the value of the program itself. The

nurber of returnces bringing in weapons dr willing to work for the GVN
looks as “hough it would be an extremely useful statistic.

The study also raises some disturting questions about what happens to
K25 Chanh after they leave the Chieu Hol center and whether they can be
counted as VC wanpower locses. We believe the qiestion ueserves further

. -investigation.
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CHIEU KOI: VC/iVa IN 156¢

Summary. Cver 13,600 aneny defectors (Hoi Chanh) turned
themaelvea in to sae GV durtrng 1968, down from 27,000 in 1867
and 20,000 in 13566, wWhile the Tet offensive dropped the idos
Chanh rate to a & yecer lov in Marea 1968, the rate picked wp
draiiatically in tie accond half of the year -- 425 of the 1366
returnees came in durinrg the d4th cuarter. The third party in-
ducement program accournted for 335 of the éth quarter toial,
mostly in IV Corps. IV CTI cccounted for 57% of all 19¢8 Hot
Chanh. Barring arother ojjensive of the size and acale of last
year's or a signijicant charge in tne political situation, the
1969 goal of 20,000 Koi Chanh should-be met eastly and prob-
ably surpassed.

The recasons for the upsurge in the second half of 1948 reportedly in-
clude imprcverments in the GVIi Chieu HX program end deterioration of the
enermy's situaticn in some areas. During the second ani third quurters the
increases in the returnee rate were probably a return 10 normal afier tae
depresced situation following the Tet offensive. The fourth quarter, how=-
ever, achieved new records for scme provinces and for IV CTZ as a whole,

GVK efforts to icprove the Chiesu Hoi program include the following:
(1) the third party induzcze . program in which an individual is paid to
bring in derfectors, (2) m:netarj awards for weapons brought in by defectors,
(3) more effective use of {ici Chanh including better recruitment, training,
and utilizetion of the Armsd Propaganda T.ams (APT) and the Kit Carson
Scouts (composed of Hoi Chanh), (%) imwroved recepticn, processing an+ housing
for Hoi Chanh, (5) the turnsbout progras in which a selected returnce is
briefed und sent back to his unit to induce other VC to defect. Increasing
VC problems with recruitment, living coniitions (food, particularly), dis-

cipline and morele, and allied military overations also helped to raise the
flow of Loi Chanh.

Hoi Chanh by CTZ

Table 2 breaks down Hoi Chanh by CTZ., IV CTZ, the leader.in total returuees

since 1957, had four times as many returnees in the fourth quarter as in the
first quarter. In comparison I and IITI CTZ doubtled ani II CTZ rose very little,’
IV CTZ went from reporting about half (49%) of the total returnees to tdo-tbirds
(6T%) between first and fourth quar*ers.
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TABLE 1' - : . e

Total Hoi Chanh

Total | Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug  Sep ' Oct Nov Dec

| 1965 - 11,12k | 393 443 50k 581 1049 98k  Bo6 -1MTT 1161 1066 (1534 1106

1966 20,242 | 1253 2214 1982 162% 13k2 1379 1307 1173 975 1829 2648 2516 .
1967 27,178 | 2521 3169 L4913 3018 2350 .2105.-2ChHk 1925 1543. 1569 1070 “95iv. ™~ -
1968 18,171 | 1303 720 518 1168 902 1133 14821 163k 1501 2115 2408 34E -
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CONTIBERTAL

BOI CHANL BY CTZ

143
17954 1047 1649 1Ly 20tr 3tr Loe-

ICre 1739 2YST 3050 L35 799 g2k 892
II CT2 9068 7000 1933 hoo L35 559 537
III CTZ 3708 €016 2795 sh L& 715 1059
IV CTZ 5727  9kos 1093 1257 1L85 2498 5153

. SW 202kz 27.7¢  iou7l 254 3203 756 1671

Source: OSD(C) Statistical Summary, Table 63,

The I CTZ returnee rate actually droppsd im the fourth quarter while
other areas were experiencing record retes. This is probably due to stricter

"VC security measures and the heavy NVA preszence in I (17, weakness in the

GWYN Chicu Hoi pr~gram including the failure of the third party inducement
progran to get off the ground, and enemy exuloitation of the Paris P-ace
negotiations and the bombing halt, The current enemy propzganda line in

I CTZ points out that the United States was in the forefront as a peace-
maker with the North Vietnamese, and this iniicates that tone GV is a
runpet government of the US (thus cupporting 2 continulng VC/NVA propagands
theme). Return=es question the nead for peece talkc {f the GV is winning.
Prospective ralliers may hesitate becausc of the questionable posture o
GVN in the present peace negotiaticns, knewing well that communist designs
for SVNi have not changed. In IV CIZ the pcace talks are having an opposite
effect as discussed below; thera was no mention of the VC using the Paris
theme in II and IITI CTZ. The I CTZ returnee rate probably will not irprove
significantly in the near future unless the third party inducemsnt program
gets undaorway and raises the rate as it has elsewhere,

II CTZ vas the area with the fewest Hoi chanh ) o the year.. Despite
the slight fourth quarter decline, the Decemder total (235) was the second
higheat of the year for I CTZ,

II1 CT2 improved in the scconi half of 1968 but still ra'nxed third in
total returnees for the year. The third party inducement program is sredited .

‘'with bringing in nearly one-third (314) of the Ho:l Chanh returaing i.n the last

quarter.

Az Table 2 shows, the disparity between IV CTZ returnee rétés and the
other three CTZ has grown wider over the years, especially in 1966. IV CT2
reported 28 of the 1965 Hol Chanh. In 1367 its share roze to 35%. The
average for 1968 was 579, rising to 71% in Ducember.
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It apoears that IV CT2Z effcctively meets the three major prerequisites
for a healihy influx of returneen: (1) an arple Viet Cing “tarret,” (2) ab-
sence of extensive LVA units and (3) a tairly well-munaged Chieu Huil propram.
Chieu Hoi reports iniicate that more middle-agzed, leng committed VC are rally-
ing in IV CT2, Arcnz tholr reasons for rallying are: (1) the hard life, ths
rainy scason, no ioney (2) the Puris talks -- many VC sre afcaid the NVA will
go north leavins th: lozal gnerrilles uithous zupport (in contrast to I CTZ
where the enemy 15 using the FParis talks ns a propazganda argument to keep VO
from Jdzfecting), (3) GV psychological operations aad Armed Propaganda Team
activity.

VC recruiting probtlems alsd contridute ¢o the Chieu Hol increazes in IV
CTZ because their need to rill vacancliec at higher levels and in main force
units frem guerrilla and local ranks thrceaten the part time iasurgent
with transfer away frca hcme., Also, a predominant reason for the favorable
atmosphare appears to b2 the dacreased pressure from enemy main force elements;
low lavel party organizations rely on the backing of main force and NVA units
to maintai~ discipline and contrcl. In Vizh Long province, returnees coxplain

- of food and other supply shoriages, lcss of local popular support and an in-

ability to collect tax=2s (resulting in the reduction of oay to guerrillas),
the friction between party and non-party members wathin the guerrilla nmove-
ment, and finally the effectiveness of th> military operations in Vinh Long

‘which revorteuly destroyed 200 of guerrilla forcee ani caused 5% of them to

rally.

.. A total of 10,369 returnees came in during 1963 in IV CTZ, surpassing
the 9,491 returmees in 1967 and setting & new yearly record for any CTZ.
One~hal® rallied during the lest quarter (5,217) mostly as the result of the
accelerated pezeification zanpaigu, the third party rewards program and, to a
lesser degree, the turnarouad progrem, which has been rairly effective. On
one occasion two Hoi Chanh returned with thirteen ralliers, incluiling a VC

"hamlet chief. .

Third Party Inducexrent Program

. The third party inc}ucement program has been credited with bringing 63%
of the IV CTZ Hoi Chanh in Decerder (Tuble 3). Essentially, the progrem
gives special cash rewards to any Vietnamese citizen who induces a V¢ to
turn himself into the Chieu Hsi pregram. Tals program began on a limited basis
in Virh Long province in IV CTZ at the end of Septerber. Nearly 20% of the
ralliers in that province in October were-.credited to it. On Hovember 10, 1936,
the program started nationwide as part of the. Accelerrted Pacification Campaisn.

~The amoynt -of- the awards vary according,to the importance of the rallicr or

nuzber of ralliers brought in.  In ore province (Phuoc Long in IIT CTZ) Tl
third party mducers received 1498 000 piasters or an avcnge of 7,0111 piasters
each. .
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TABLE

THIRD PAKTY REWARD PROGPAM HOI CPAMH
(Woekly Average)

November E/ December
Ro. % To.
1 CT2
l 3rd rarty Returnees L 7 ¢ -1
‘Other 53 93 gg Q
Total 51 . e ;
: I1 cm2 o ' :
; - 3rd Farty Returneas 2 S 10 19
L . Other 35 95 . L -
L Total - 37 53 .
. mem - | -
P : 3rd Party Returnees 64 61 | 313 . 8
: * ‘Qther 2 39 2
| Total 105 aL
. L/ -.73rd Party Returnces - 210 .21 324 . 63
| Other ke 37
; ‘ Total 09 515
< N . s_m; . N : . . .. - - . -
L 3rd Party Returnees 288 ) hﬁ ’ 360 23
! _ . Other g 5 335 {
} . Total . - 715
a/ 10-30 November. The program was implemented countryvide 'qq Novezber 10. 2

L atadt]

l : Although verification procedures do exist to determine if the third I

.. . . party rallier is really a VC or 4YVA, there sppears-to be ample roam for =~ - - - - .7
;i : ‘misuse of the program by individuals seeking monetery gain. This is par- . . 3
' : ticularly true if the ralller claims to be a recrnit or other unknown. If n

the rallier succeeds in comnvincing the Chicu 1ol center personnel that he : =~ - &

" - - 1s & VC, his:friend can collect the reward and split it vith the rellier oo
s , ‘ who enjoys a two or three month stay in the centur and then returns to . . :
I -private life somewhat the richer for his experience. The truly eaterprising IR

- b . third party Vietnamese mignt bring in several non-V( friends or relatives, 4
T Some American advisors indicate that the corruptiom ceatering around this . ‘1
<5 progren may be so serious that as many as an=-half of the Hol Ckanh brought 2
3 LI in via a third party may not be true ralliers. If true, the 1968 fourth J
" \ quarter returnee totals may be considerably inflated. : :
- L _‘ | Y
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Table L shows what the totals for fourth quarter and the year would
be if we climinatz all third party rallicrs or only count halif of thecm.
Even without the third party Hoi Chanh, the fcurth guarter total would ex-

cecd the third guarter.

TABLE L

HOL CHAMY MLIUS TIRD PARTY RALLIZRS

. Yeer 14 29 3@ 4
_Total Holi Chanh 18171 25&1 3203 .4756. 7671

3rd Party Ralliers - 2513 0 0 251
Remainder 15658 25741 3203 4756 51%_

Total Including 50%

‘of 3rd Party Ralliers 16914 | 2541 3203 4756 A

Source: CHD/CORDS Weekly Returnee Roport.

Chieu Hoi by Type .

Oct Nov Dec
2115 2408 3148

0_ 639 1674
2115 1569 1%

2115 1988 231

¢ ~'rable 5 gives returnees by type. Military returneés éontinue to com-’ ‘
: prise the bulk of the returnees, ranging from 64-71% over the four year
g period. The percentage of ralliers who are classified as political (infra-
. structure, ctc.) has declined from 31% in 1966 to 21¢ in 1968, In the lest
- . half of 1968, however, the percentage increased from l9$ :l.u the second qua"ter
i to 23% in the fourth.
| - ¥
| TABLE 5 :
5 'CHIEU HOI BY TYPE :
N Cooaees o
! Co-o 0 19650 1966 1967 1968 I3 . 2g . R .M ¢ 5
.. 7 ‘mitary 77936 12897 17672 12569 | 1978 2146 3062 5383 . - _ .
{.0:7 - Politfcal - 2581 6303 % 7677 502 - 609" 7952 1762- - T 3
- Qther | . 1042 1629 W8 7h2 . =
C i  Total ~ "1112% 2 i
1. N ’ ’ ;
k';; .
. - (g -
— .. . - . R ‘.
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The total number of political returnces more than tripled in the fourth
quarter over the first, This miy be due in part to the Fhoenix program which
is directed at elimirating the VC infrastructure and whose eliminations in-

y _ clude VC ralliers who are identified m: infrastructure personnel, Table 6

- shows that about 58% of all political Hoi Chanh in 1448 alsa were repcrted
as VC infrastructure (VCI) eliminated under the Phocnix program, Unfortunately,

' the two sets of date ere not necessarily corpetible since in some cases pore

political ralliers were reported in a meath by Phoenix than in the Chieu Hoi
progran. This was particularly true In TII CTZ. This may be a case of late
reporting, dbut the continmous discrepancy in III CT2 vould indicate & more
sericus reporting problen.,

"TABIE 6

POLITICAL HOI CHANH

o 1st 2nd 3rd bth

, 1968 Qtr otr Qtr Qtr
1cm2 : - o

T Phoenix 8/ 595 104 104 185 202

- Chieu Hol 31 42 1k0 a7 98

S Totel 972 148 230 EE3) 300

-~ ... Phoenix a/ 283 60 51 59 13

Chieu Hol - 236 78 59 68 31

Total 519 138 EEC R V- RS L Y

III CTZ ‘

Phoenix a/ 317 20 65 ok 138

- Chieu Hoi Eg : -5 -32 2

. _ .. Total 349" % 60 - .62 150

ez . b o o
i ' Phoenix a/ 1036 n 13 211 6l
: Chieu Hol ghG 60 & 270 537
_ Total 1985 131 195 :0) 178
- _SlN_ o . : . . o .‘ oL '

- Pooenix a/ . 2231  |. 255.. - . 333 .. 549 1694

Chien Ho 150k 2kt 276 403 668

..Total . 383 562 609 92 1762

- 8/ JSource: USMACV Measurements of Progress. . . ..
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The "other" category of Fai Chanh in-ludes VO who cannot be clascifiod
as xilitary or political. The yearly totai ia this catogory was 107, of total
Hoi Chanh, ur from 5-€% in previcus ycars. The bulk of them in 196€& (atout
950) were ¥ (Camboliwn dissiients) or Bos Hao. These cannot be consid-red
as sigrificent as da:fections of' repuler NVA or W troops. There 15 some ques-
tion as to whether the REX ougot to b included in the Chieu Hoi nu b'r at,
all since they are Curbodians and not formally allied with the VC/IVA ceuse.
The Hoa Kao returr2cs reprocant a hlghly lecalized phenomenon, since almost
all of them rallied from An Giang proviace viore the sect is particulariy

strong. Thus, they sheuld not be given undue wmght. in assessing the natioa-
wide trend.

' Weamns Awards

The total amount paid.' out in weapons avards in 1968 came to ebout 20

- million piasters. This is greatly in excess of previous anmual expenditures.

The elimination of wespons caches brought about hv this uu'ds program r'::.s .

' “Ahelped the allied military situation.

Mcreover, despite the lov 1965 returnee rate, Hoi Chanh brought in more
than 100 crew-served weapons and more than 1500 individual wnapons by the
middle of October cormpared to a 1967 totai of 92 crew-served weapons and 1bbL
individual weapons. In IV CTZ the VT have responded to this program by snot
allowing VC with less than six months service to retain their weapons upless

) -they are munting offensivn actions,

Prospects for 1959

_ If the fourth ouarter 1962 rate of returnees continues throughcut 1969,
‘'we could hepe. for up to 40,000 for the year. The January total (3146), however,
vas the same as the December total (3148). Since (1) the January number indi-
" catesthat thc Chieu Hoi rate may have peaked and (2) the recent offensive

_should cut the rate for the curre.lt period, we estmte the: 1969 ol Cbanh total- "
© at 20,000 to 30,
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' UUINE ENLIVETESL,
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CHIEU HOI: A QUARVYERLY REPORT

Summary. The 1969 Chieu lloi rate is averaging over 40,000
per year, more than double the 1968 total of 18,000, and wvell
above the 1966 and 1967 to:als of 20,000 and 27,000. Horeovar,
the trend i3 etiil urward. The thira party tncucement program

- which pays reople to bring in defeoctors has accounted for 5%
of all returnees since it bagan last November. IV (TZ aczounted
for 70% of all the Hoi Chanh so far this year; 63% of the IV CTZ
. returnees came in through the 3rd party inaucemant program.
MACY has rateed its 1969 (hieu Hoi goal to 33,500, up from the

~ 20,000 projecied.

“The Chieu Hoi (“open arms") program appeals to eneny military and polit-
. . ical cadre and personnel to defect to the GVF, These returnees (also called
ralliers and Hoi Chanh)numbered 18,000 in 1958 compared to 27,000 in 1967 ard
20,000 in 1966. At curreat rates the returnee total could reach 40,000 vy
: the end of this year, and we expect that 1969 returnees will exceed the 1963
‘ total by June. Table )l and the graph show tne rising trend since fir:ct
| "~ quarter 1968. The slight drop in February 1969 was due to the 1969 post-Tet
— offensive. This contrasts with the effect of the 1968 Tet and May offcnsives
r which appear to kave influenced Chieu Hoi rates throughout most of 1968. In
o © - view of the increased rate or returnees, MACCORDS recently revised 1669 Chieu
- Hoi goals upward from 20,000 'to 33,500. However, the serious losses suffered

by the enenw from the Chleu Hol program may force him to take mrestrineent
ncasures to prevenf rall:lers and thus slow the rate.

TABLE l.

TOTAL HOI CHANH
!Monﬂxly. Avg)

: 1968
5 ' ~ 1Qtr 2Qqtr 3Qtr bgtr l 10tr 2qtra/

87 1068 . 1585 - 2557 |‘_32_83' ko .

&

- a/ April and May. - v I oo L ag e

—
™
re
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ToL_chain

M M St Lg R ) 14 Y - T :
_Jaa  Jun Jan Jun Jan un Jan  Jun - Jan . >
1965 . 1966 - 1967 S 1968 . 1969 .- . . i

Total Foi Chanh -

Total | Jan Feb Mar Apr May - Jus  Jus  Aug  Sep Ot _Nov_ Dec

- 1965 - XI1,l2k | 393 © 443 S0k U SBY 1okg 984 86 1k77 1161 1066 -153% 1106
.- 20,242 11053 2214 1982 1524 1342 1379 L507 1171 975 1829 26LB 2516 -
27,178 12521 3169 "k913- 3018 2350 2105 - zok% I925 15437 1569 1070 - J51 "l
1968 - . 18,171 (1303 . Tev 518 168 902 1133 . 1621 1634 1501 2115 2%08. 3148

- {36 2389 W28 213 Ldoad/ L -

aj Estimated from first 17 days.
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- The grentest gains in returnees by far have been in the 1V CT2 region
(Table 2) althouch otber nreas are also experioncing record hipgh rates.
Between first quarter 1908 and firat quarter 1909, IV CTZ returnees increased
by 5.6 times; they only doubled elsewhere. In 1968, IV CTZ had 5T% of total
ralliers. In the first four months of 1969, it had 70% of them. The rap
shows that all of the ten top provinces in total returnees are in IV CTZ.

TABLE 2
] HOI CHANH BY CTZ
{Monthly Avg)
Lo 1968 - -} lﬁ
1968 1Qtr 2Qtr Qtr hgtr iqtr Apr
¥ - ICTZ | ash 15 266 308 297 288 363
.. 11CTZ . 181 134 145 16 . Y9 284 348
omem LAY s 3 3| B eme
IV CTZ 1 5 33 - 11J 91 ;
.Total  T5I% ‘Eﬁ‘g 1057 1585 2551 3288 5213
f R -~Severni coniitions previ.il.ing throué:hout the country are 'gcnenl.w '
k_ .~ conducive to high Chieu Hol rates, These include: . .

S 1. Continuing political stability. In the past, periods of
el _pol;t.ica.l unrest, coups, and elections have produced low Chleu Hoi rates.

. ‘ 2.  The extension of a GVN presence in the country, particularly
az the result of the Accelerated Pacification Campaign (APC;, has brought
the GVN into contact with enemy who my have wanted to defect but never

~ - had the chance or did not want to glve thew.ylves up to Araricans for fear

© - they would not make themselves understood, : s S _
: - . 3. The program is headed by an active and ci- ... "o minister who

* .tours the provinces and the Chieu Hoi centers and back: - . programs to

. ... . 'induce more yalliers. The GVK Culeu Hol effort ‘appcar: - de improving.

.7 -7 7he most successful of the programs are: (a) the Thirdi - riy Inducerent

.. . . Progrem in which an individual is paid to bring in defc. tors, (b) the Weapons

SR Award Program in which a rallier {s paid for bringing ia his weapon or leadinyg
! . “allied forces €o weapo caches,- (¢) the Arwed Propagasda Teams which empley . .

" . ex-Hoi Chanh to go into hamlets and villages to induce VC to rally, and (d)

A the Turnaround Progran which sends selecied returnees back.tc their units

& o,

——d

: 1y A RAD Stuly (Tcon Goure, Inducenents and Leterrents to. Defection: An Anslysis
) of the Motives of 125 Defectors, August 1968) indicates that a prime concern

sttt

nf potential ralliers is their family's sufety. VC with tamilies 1n GVN cone-

LN B trolled areas are morve likely to defect than those with families in VC areas.
\ ) Thus, exteasion of GJ/¥ presence eliminates one obstacle to defection,
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to try to get other VC to rally. Other programs are also having beneficial
effects on the Chieu Hel program, particuiarly the Phocnix-Phuong Hoeng pro-
gram against VC intrastructure, which helps exert pressure to get political
cadre to rally.

. mm—mae k. s

Another immortant factor in the unprecedented number of Hol Chanh
may be the encmy's failure to tupple the GVII during jts three major
offensives in 1668 und the renewed prospest of a lonz struggle. Ry
December 1907 the Chieu P»i rate had dropped to its lowest point in 2&

. years after a steady decline since the previcus June. This decline, be- {
fore the 1968 Tt of'fensive, we3 probably due to the tightened dizcipline {
and preparations for the offeusive and to the promises that it would de i

the last great push to victory. ) : L ‘ .'

After the Tet, May and August offensives, the enery began to re-
: emphasize his doctrine of prctracted warfare (announced by Truong Chinh's
b ~ article in Hanci). In Octcber, the Chieu Hoi rate abruptly jumped 33% '

: - ' 'over the rate for the previous thre: months. Except for the post-Tet ) ;
offensive month of February 1969, it has been rising steadily ever since
as allied pressure continues eid the enemy stresses protracted warrare,
Umited victory, and a "hard and 3difficult cempaign, full of rigors,
-gmcrifices and hardships." HNumerous enemy documents and prisoners have
complained of the increasing credibility gnp within VC ranks between what
the troops were promised last year and the curr=nt situation.

i k ‘ . The foregoing factors may indicate why Chieu Hol .ates are up, dbut they o
T do not explain why the IV CTZ rate-is so high. The quesiion is what has’ ?
boosted the IV CTZ rate 5.6 times while the rates only doubled in other
areas, One reason is probably the umple VC "target" in the areca: IV CTZ H
has about 4O% of all the VC combat forces in South Vietnam according to :
MACYV, and very few NVA troops are present. About 70% of the forces else- -
where are NVA troops which seldom defect. _]_./ The relative absence of RVA
troops in IV CTZ also may mean less discipline and control for the VC forces ) .
in the area. . . . . . e . ' }

: Another reason for the high IV CTZ rate is probably the increased = | .
" allied pressure in the area. Allied operations and VC KIA have increased : N

- sharply in recent months and ralliers have complained about the effective-

ness of allied military operations. This pressure has generated a variety

of problems for the VC, One is recruitment, which coniributes to the Chien L

Hol increases in IV CTZ, because the VC requirement to fill vacancies at . -
: ' * higher levels from guerrilla sad lncal rauks threatens the locel insurgent R U
' with transfer awuy from home. A special interrogstion effort in IV CIZ in ~ . .
January showed that ralliers also gave lack of mdeguate food and weapons L ]
as major reasons for rallying. Compleints about loss cf popular support, '
and inability to collect taxes (resulting in reduced pay for guerrillas),

1/ Only 284 NVA troops (2% of all returnees) defected :Ln 1968 and only 82 i
(1%) have come in thus far in 1569. S ,
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and the trictlion between purty and non-party members within the guerrilla
movenent were &lso hocrd trom ralliers. 1In conteast to 1 CTZ, where the
enemy is uning the Furis talks ns a8 propaganda arrument to keep VC from
defecting, IV CT7 relliers believe the talks will mean that eventually
the KVA wiil go rorth, leaving the VC torcez without support.

However, the prime reason for IV CTZ success appears to be Third
Party Inwmcement, which started there. It bas rencrated about 63% of all
the rallicrs in 1! CIZ since it started last Uovember. (This amounts to
over 40% of 811 the Loi Chunh in 3VI for that period.) Previously,analysis
of this program cast scme doubt orn the velidity of rallicrs brought in ty
third parties, since proof of their VC status is often 4ifiicult to obtain,
We concluded, however, that even if S0% of thy third party returnees were
fraudulent Hoi Chank and we <ub+ractad them out, the IV C;A toial would
stil) be setting records (Table 3).1 N :

TABLE 3
PERCE NTAGE HOI CEAYH FROM THIRD PARTY I‘ED[K?H’FNT‘
Nov. Dec  Jan . Fey  Mar |Total
I CT2 7 1 5 1 .32 12
1T CT2 5 19 39 6 16 19
III CTZ2 61 ;| L8 5 79 60
IV CT2 51 63 66 579 T 63
All SVN _ . h6 .53 57- k7 - 63 55

The data indicate that v militazy losses in IV CTZ amounted to about
11,000 Military Hoi Chanh and about 20,000 XIA in the last seven months.
This emounts tc 60% of the 51,000 VC military forces in the accepted MACV
order of battle for IV CTZ for March 1969. Ever if we assume that half of
the third party induced Hoi Chanh are fraudulent, th2 losses still amount
to 53% of the VC foreces., Therefore, either the VC are losing st least half

.of their reported IV CTZ forces about every six moaths, or the loss figures .

are inflated, or the OB is underestimated:; (ARYN provides the IV CTZ OB

. pumbers and has historically tended to play down the size of enemy units

there) Overall VC incident rates have been declining in IV CTZ as the reported
VC KIA and Hol Chanh have risen, indicating a possible rcduction of capability.

_ On the other hand, RVNAF counts of enemy KIA may be inflated, and the Chieu
‘Hol figures may be inflated by: (1) officials, %o get third party irduce-

ment money, (2) phoney VC seeXxing the cash pay-cffs and (3) VC who use the

progran. to get ID cards, money, sote. and,then return to the VC or assqne RS

other toles in anticipation of a negotia ted se.tlement.

In summary, IV CTZ an d the Third Party In ducerant Program are accountinc

for the 1959 increasc in Hoa Chanh. Mo one factor appears to be dceisive in

the remarkable IV CTZ increase, but the Third Party Inducerent Program stands
out. Even more significant is the high returnee numbers in proviaces which
have had no large-scale permanent U.5, presence (Kien ulang, Cnuong Tniea, An -
Xuyen and Bac Lieu provinces, for exumple).

1/ February 1909 Scutheast Asis Analyeis Report.
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- CHIZN BOI: A POLLOW UP

In last month's Report 1/ we discusecd the high Chicu Hoi
rate 80 far in 1849. We noted that IV CTZ accountad for 70% of
all Hoi Chanh through the middle of May and *hat 63% of the IV
CTZ returnces came tn through the 3rd party induzement program.
Ve cited several vecsons for the high IV CTZ rate including in-
oreased allied prescsurc, the large nurber of VC porsonncl (40%
of all VC combat forocs tm SVN), VC hardshipe (reoruitment, poor
supply, and other problems), and the succces of the 3rd party in-
ducement program.

4 rcoent cmbassy report 2/ from Saigon points out that many
of the third party ralliers were only impressed laborers or
guerrillas and might better be considered refugces than ralliares.
Alsc, tistle ig¢ known azbout ralliers after thcy leave the Chien
Boi center. Nany probably return to their hamiets where they
may be impressed by the VC again, thus making them eligible to
rally a aecond time. These facotors indicate +hat the Chieu Hoti .
vate in IV CTZ may be having less impact on the enemy than the
gross numbere alone would indicate.

"Although the (hieu Hoi rate in IV Corpe tapered off some-
what in May from the very high April tutal, tle overall tremd

_ for the year continued to be phenomeral. With 12,352 ralliers
for the year as of May 31, the entire 1968 total was exceeded
by almost 20 percent with seven montbs left to go in 1969.

"A combination of factors las contributed to ile remark-

ably hich Chica Hoi rate this year, The failure of the Viet
Cong (VC) to achieve the objectives which they promired during
the Tet and subsequent offensivas in 1968 caused a decline in the
morale of wany VC and convinced them tuat they were not, after all,
going to win. This loss of confidence was carplemented by groatly
incrensed pressure by ARVN and US forces, aspecially in the employ-
ment of U8 helicopters, B-52s8 and fighter-bouwbers, whicnk inflicted
severe hardship on the average VC soldier. Iucreased friendly
operaticns disrupted VO supply activities, causing shortages of
food and medicine., A third factor, the movement of the GVN into
many new areas during tke Accelerated DMacification Campaign pre-

. sented pany VO with a good oppartunity to ally. These three
factors probably account for a majority of the ralliers who
were active Viet Cong. pPut there is another group of ralliers,
it 1s 4ifficult to say how many, but probably at least half the

. total, who might better be considered refugees rather than
enemy soldiers who have abandoned the Tight, These ralliers,

;7 *Chieu Hol: A éunrterly Report,” éEA Aralysis Report, May 1909, p. 32.

_j "Political Develcpments in' IV Corps During May 1909," State Airgram A-317,

Juae 16, 1969.
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typically, lhave gervad the VC for puriods of a month or two, or ‘
perhaps a year, ac laborers or gucerrillas, do not brim; any !
weapons with them when they rally, and are asually "induced”

to rally by & third party who recelves a finauciel rewvard for

dripgiag them in.

"In Bac Lieu, for example, where the Chicu Yol rate has
becn high rccently, in about 70 porcent of the cases a third
party award ls paid,averaging about 4200VN§. Few of thesc
raliiers bring weapons with them. The supposition is that the
"third party" persuades a farmer friend of his to rallyand the
two split i{he award money. When these people rally the main
effect on the Viet Cong is ta reduce the ranpower pool from which
they draw laborers to support their troops (csptured docimenia
indicate that the VC are having problems getting enough porters
to transport supplies). While there is undeniably a net accroal
to the benefit of our side in such a situatiom, it iz easy to
overstate the case in terms of weckening the VC and strengthen-

. ing the government. For exasple, after leaving the Chieu Hoi
Center many "refugce-ralliers” go back to their farms where
they will be subjcct to impressment by the Viet Cong vh.i.ch,
incidentally, makes them eligible to rally agmin.

e e . — 0 1o = w——

')hn:oftheralhers say that they would lixe to join
the RP or FF after leaving the Center. Unforiumately, and ;

' perhaps understandadly, most RP and PP commnders are reluctant
- to recruit s recently returneld Viet Cong for fear of putting

—— e

" & fox in the chicken coop. U.S. advisors adsit this is a prob- -
‘lem, local vietnamcse do not usually trust rallfers, but they
polint out that if the Viet, Cong wanted to infiltrate an RF

wmit or PF outpost it would be simpler and arcuse less suspicion
for a VC agent to enlist directly without rallying firss. The

- argument usually fajls to convince, ralliers leave the carps,
and little is known about what happens to them after that.”

.)

-
~
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EFFICIENCY IN INFLICTING LOGSES: ENLMY VERTUS FRIFIDLY

kv,') During the first half of 19657 the encry loss rate increased rore than the
friendly loss rate. PRut encny efficiency in killing fxiendly forces las re-
mained camparable to friendly force efficiency ia killlng VC/NVA. For ewery
! 1000 VC/E‘JVA forces 1.5 friendly forces per week were killed; for every 1000
v | friendly fcrces, 1.5-2.0 VC/HVA per week were killed.

i GRATH 1 GRAPH 2
VC/NVA Killed Fniendly Killed
2.5 1t 2.5 | e e m

2.0+

} 1.5- 1.5‘

T Weekly Avg. ' L
A! 100-. . Per I(XX) Friendly.. 1.01 - Co ] -
! Strength . Weekly Avg.
; 5 Per 1000 VC/NVA
: = T “T " Btrength T
t - [ [ [ 3 ] 1 [ [ ‘ . {
.  J ) ] ] LI L] 4
: 19 2Q 3R KR 1w 29 1?2 R WK 19 29
| - 1966 - 1967 - 1966 1967
{ - '
: TABIE 1
VC/NVA XILLED FER 1000 FRIEXDLY STRENGTH i
(Weckly Average) . 2
(.
1966 - ' 1967 i
) Ist Znd  3rda  4th |1600 | 1st 2nd :
Qtr Qtr Qtr GQtr | Avz) Qtr Qtr
VC/IVA Killed , _ T ;
Body Count , © 11005 915 1200 1150 {1067 {1750 1£X0- :
Dled of Wounds &/ : 350 320 b2o Los | 374 ] 615 630 -
. Total Killed - 1355 1235 1820° 553 IR 12505 2430 7
Avg. Yriendly Strength (000) 930 §82 1043 114k j1c25 {1188 1217‘-’/
VC/NVA Killed Fer 1000 Friendly ' '
trength: . \
w Count . 1.2 09 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.5 1.5
Total Killed ' 1.5 2.3 16 1h |1k} 2.0 2.0
o . E’m'v"r‘ic' Tor of .35 times body count, - . -
() 2/Apri-Hey average. CONFIDENTIAL ‘
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Table 1 and Craph 1 ahow that by udy ccunt, friendly forees increus~d
their weekly VO/SVA i1l rate from 1.C per 1030 I-lendly streagth in 1755 to
1.5 in 19G7; adddtions »f the FACY dird of wounis raices the rates srert ol in
1666 t> 2.0 in 19567. fWhus, fricndly cfficiency has incrcased adzut 4O,

Table 2 and Graph 2 shoe that VC/NUVA forers increasced their weekly kills
of friendly treop from 1.0 per 1N \’C/.‘TVA strongths in 17466 to stout 1.5 in
1967, Gius, VO/UVA forces also inwreased thelr effieiency by S0%.

TARLE 2

FRIGDLY KILLYD FTR 1000 Ve /AlvA STRIGTH
(Weekliy average;

1905 1967
. . isb, 2ud 3rd sthiisovu ] Lot end
' o Qtr Qtr Ctr Qtr] Avg|l St Otr
Friendly Killed : . 315 265270 305] 290 395 uko
_Avg. VC/XVA Strength (0€00) . 265 282 297 291 20u 1289 28
Friendly Xilled Per 1000 VC/NVA Strength 1.2 .9 .9 1.0 1.611.4 1.5

. Table 3 shows that the straight Bnenw/h‘iew‘.ly Kill retio for 1967 ic higher
than the 1966 ra*io. But when the iwo ratios erc adjusted to reflect oppoasing
farce strengths, the 19€6 and 1967 ralios romain the sar

. TABLE 3
[
KILL FATIOS
1966 1967
18t 2pd srd Lth|1965][ ist ord
_ Qtr Qtr otr Qtr| Avg| 0tr Gtr
'Enemy/Friendly ' :
BodyCo‘Jnt(hJJ 3-2 305 ho" 3.8 307 h.!’ hol
. Enemy KIA Per 100G FR/Sriendly KIA -
Per 1000 Fnery . D R I ' . :
: © Body Count Only < -+ 49 1.0 1.3 1.0f1.0!1.1 2.0
| —.Boly Count ADfed of Wounds. . . 12 13 L% 1.3 1h11.5 3.3 .
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RELATIVE KILL RATIOS IM SOUTH VIETHAM

US forces continue to bear the heavieat brunt of the fighting and to
perform best. During the Tet offensive RVNAF forces absorbed o much larger
proportion of the fightirg snd then slacked off (but are atill doing better
than their 1957 average). 7ne ROK forces were apparently unaffected by the
Tet offensive hut hit a cambat peak in the gecond quarter of 19G8.

Tables 1 and 2 show %111 ratios for allied forces in SV for 1957 and
1968, Disreghrding the small Australian and Thai forces, the following

points emerge:

1. US forces have the highest enemy/friendly kill ratic for 1968 (6.9
%0 1) and for the 1967-68 periocd as a whole (6.1 to 1). %They improved their

ratio by 33% in 1968 (Takle 1).

2. The RVNAF kill ratio (2.4) was half those of the US and ROK forcesz
in 1967 (Table 1). It rore than doubled during first quarter 1968, rising
to almost match the US ratio (RVIAF 6.3 vs. US 6.6), but this was largely
a reflection of the large nuxbers of XIA Guring Tet. The RVNAP kill ratio
dropped sharply in the second quarter of 1968 while the US ratio and the
mmbor of cnemy killed by US forces continued to rise (Table 2).

- % 3., The average ROK kill ratio rexzained constant in 1967 and 1968
(Teble 1), The kill ratio vas off sharply during first quarter 1968 vut is

highest for any force (8.9) during the second quarter (Table 2).

Table 3 shows the eacmy combat deaths per 1000 friepdly troops for each
allied forces and the same enemy combat dcaths related to allied troops in
magcuver battalions. It indicates that:.

_ 1. On a per capita basis, US roreutmedmn.cwthm any other
force and doubled t.hn‘u' 1967 ratas,

2. RVEAP killed about 3 times as many eneny per 1000 RVNAF strength in
1968, due primarily to their strocg performance at Tet.

3. Again, ROX performsnce rcmained constant.

Pable b shows combat.deaths per, 1000 deployed troops.and the same combat
. deaths related to troops in rmaneuver battalions. We npote that:

2
1.. The US has slvays taken far Righer (2-3 times) KIA per strength in

maneuver battalions than have any other forces in Vietnam, and the discrepancy

ens 1964,
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2. In 1966 and 1937 all rorces suffered about the same KIA

troops (the umall Australian and Thai forces caa de ignored). Ele.;Cn

forces had 30% more XKIA per 1000 troops than did the RVNAF and 75,‘. more than
the Xorcans,

3. US KIA par 1000 troops this year is TTL above last year while the
RVNAF is up only 36%, the Australians and Thais are up 474 and the ROKs a%e

down 3%,

The rcasons for thege differences are not clear. We could bhe (1) fight.
ing wore oggressively; (2) assuning more dangerous missions; (3) not as
iwaginative in our strategy and tactics; (4) being targetted more by the

eneny, or (5) doing some ccmbination of the above.
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TABLE 1
KILL RATICS
1967 198 (can-Jun) TOTAL POR PFRTOD
: FrIZ LY FRIVGELY FRILGLY
EN xal/ mgf EN/FR FN my lcmE EN/FR Ed my rcmgr EN/TR
us W78 9358 5.2 6612 951 6.9 115,110 18929 6.1
RVHAF 31085 1271€ 2.4 %685 1008k 5.0 681,770 22800 3.6
POK 5192 1005 5.2 ansé 518 5.2 7,908 1523 5.2
BB R P g oao o w i
o TN I 37 TR B 53 moud W o
1/ Source: JC3 GUAVA Cosputer File
2/ OSD SEA Statistical Summary
TABIR 2
US AND BVIAF KTLL RATIOS
,—"——"'—"'—lgn
1st Quarter 2ad Quarter
'm':n"&_m TRIEWLY  EN/FR N n."\u! " FRISDLY  EN/FR
KA _ KIA RATID KIA KIA RATIO
us 32069 W47 6.6 34063 k724 7.2
VAP 3366 536 6.3 16313 W6M8 3.5
BOK 860 209 2.8 1856 209 8.9
4
- P
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TABLE 3
ANMAL ENEMY KTA RATE

PEX_10CC FRIFIILY TRCOPS DFILOYID

1067 1068%/
Us . 108 252
RVIAF ) ks
ROX 11 110
AUS-N2 7 [
THAT . M M3
TOTAL ALLYED 76 193

? Projection besed on Jan-Jun Data.
17

PER 1000 TROOPS IN

VANEUVER RN3

1967 1068
64 1392
35291 uk2
265 261
122 . 199
1 93
ML use

Overstates Encmy KIA by R/VAF Maneuver tattalioms by estimated 304
because RF and PP forces accounted for at least that proportion of

anm
vax s _
ANUAL FRIFMDLY KIA RATE
166 2967 ﬁ*’
us . 6.7 20.6 3B.h
RVEAP * 19.8 20.6 28.0
ROK 15 2 21.h 20.3
AUS-N2Z 15 5 12.2 17.5
THAZ 123  17.6

“Projection based on Jan-Jun 68 data.
ealenh*.ions include regular force KIA en.l:

- - - v e -
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PER 1000 TROOPS
BUVER BNS

I
y&mwﬂ

MA™:
55 7 9-/20
38.3 51 3 b,
7.5 k2.2 57.
- 29-1 38.

8
5
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N RELATIVE KILY, PATIOS IN VIETNAM: A CORXFCTTCN

In the article "R-lative Kill Ratios in Scuth Vietnam" in the August 1368
SEA Analyzis bo~ort (p.16) we incorreoctly reported that the US kill ratio was
higher for lnv zecdnd uarter 1968 than for the lat quarter. Since th<a wve
have obtained new data which hsr permitied us to caiculate the encmy/irierdly
kill ratio by moath ror 1568 (Tuble 1),

The lat quarter 19683 kill ratio for U8 forccs is novw showa to be 7.7 (not
6.6) and the sccond quarter ratio was 6.0 (not 7.2). Ve also corrected the
other kill ratio table in last mouth's article but it does not chang? the over-
all results (Table 2).

Table 1 supports the hypothesis that high kill ratios are correlatcd with
high rates of coemy attacka. Kill ratios for both US and RVNAF were hicher
during February and May -= the peak periods of encry offensives. Another pcint
is that the RWNAF suffered wore KIA during the enemy Tet offransive, tut US
forces suffered pore KIA in the May mini-Tet offenaive.
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L EVIAM™ FILL PATINC
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o bl
o oty par et eer | gx My dwn o ga
us
Enemy KIA 9672 1787 1oz | 3t €798 15796 s3uh | 28438 3u0
Us XIA 1@ 2109 1540 LT 109 2169 LiWS | hfeb far
Eo/Fr K11l Ratto 8.0 3.b 4.4 q. 3 1.3 5.1 6.0 ko1

RVIAD '

“Enoey KIA BTOM 1ARNAL 7111 | 30366 (K678 TTH 3882 W69 2835
RVEAT KIA 1y 263 A5hh shid 11312 1969 1367 L&u8 &
En/Fr Xill Ratio 6.1 T.0 k.6 6.3]3.6 39 2.8 3.5 3.k

%«w KIA 163 210 487 o] 732 su 593] 1856 3
WX KIA 100 17 ez 300 a ST N 209 53
En/Fr X1l Ratio " 1.6 1.7 5.9 2.8 9.0 9.3 8.\ 8.9 8.6

TANE &
KILL RATIOS
1067 1968 (Jan = Jun) JOTAL ¥OR PFRIOD
SFRIEG LY FRE QLY xp,y
EN Al xpas/ pn/re prxld ki mim moaa  enad muins

us MGIT8 3338 5.2 65339 9571 6.9 15110 1839 6.1

RVIAY 31085 12716 2.L 50635 10084 5.0 81770 22800 3.6
. ROK 5102 1005 5.2 276 518 5.2 008 1523 5.2

AUS 220 % 2.9 239 9 3.5 459 s 3.2
TRAL 102 i  6.h 1 21 2.h 291%% Fﬁ:& k.}
omL BT [T T Tesx WE3 33 N 3 L3

L Source: JS GUAVA Computer File,

2/ 08D SEA Statistical Summary.
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: uring the firat cuarter of this jycar.

. B those of Jhe Marines.

- . 2s
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The recer shart incrcase in US ccxbat deaths in Scuthcast Asia
can be aitritutes to thove facters. The mont sicniticent is the sherply
increased level of combet in tL2 nerthern past of I CT2 with a resuiilng
irerease in Merine deaths. The second ls eivply the buillup of US centot
trocps and the atterdant incrcese in the po« of our costat erfort: il
battalion days p:zr month during the first querter of CV 1065 and 2031 days
The thlrd factor welates tc e
hange in Viet Cong/iVA tectics during the past G months. They are relying
e;s on overt sttachkc and more on nwrtar und artillery stbtacks on UG5
stallations. Tuic has led to & particvlerly large increase in US wounded.

Ay Marine Cusualty Corparison

Average Weskly KIA

L L I 3 1
RS L 4 v ) 1

ARMY

T
[
L o

2= @ .
1965 ' 1966 1967

As Chart 1 shows, Arny casualties have higtori~ally keen sbout double
During May 1967, however, Marine csmuslties exceeded
Army casusltics (G2h vs Sk3). This only heppered cue cther time (Jept €6)
since U.3. Army troops arrived in large nurters in Jate CY.1965. Army ..,
casualties durine the first S nmonths of this year have been well dbove the
levels of CY 196F but the increece was not rearly as abrupt as that cf the
larine Corps. Weckly Marine casualtics averaged 32 per weex in 1695, W7
during the first querter end 10L Juring Aprii ani May of 1247, Talle 1
conpares the cactat deaths by Service for the past 28 months..
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&, Casuulties in CPA
(Wevkly Average)

1655 1546 1967
Eilled fn Action 15 g iy 4 12 2 X L 1z ¢/
Army 4 (3 7T &2 8 65 W1 65 107 162
Marine Coerps - 2 10 3 N 28 4 27 k7 10k
Nevy 1 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 - ]
Air Force 1 1 1 2 ! 3 2 3 LI
Total ¢ 11 20 &9 o 93 % % it ot
Wounded A

25 37 187 [ 358 118 287 w6 |eus -a

Army 30

Marine Corps T 1 64 76 1% 1S3 260 194 ¥6 627
Navy 1 1 3 13 1l 11 19 15 3 "N
Alr Force 2 5 7 6 6 14 7 16 13 16

Total F L5 I o 531 625 573 536 |icho 155

The number of Marine deaths ver thousani troovs deployed, hawaver, has
consistantly exceeded the Army's death rate. In large part the reascn is that
a larger proportion of the Marines in Vietnam are in units engaged in coxtat.
The larger rumbers.cf well trained ard equipped XVA troors in I Corps ir also
a facter. During the first five months of 1967 Marin- losses were about k.2 per
thousand per menth corpered to 1.7 per thousenyi for the Army. As §2 shown
on Table 2, to make the corparison more valid we 8150 corpared Army deeths with
the combined Wevy and Marire Copr deaths. This vas dore for two resgons;

1) the Ravy rrovides corps nen and donteors for Murine wnits {in T Corps, eand
2) the Navy vrovides mich of tihe lcgistic gupport far Merine units in I Corgs,

_ while the Army provides this service for itself. The compined lavy/Marire

deaths per thousand,” however, are still considerably above the Army (2.2 vs 1.6

in CY 66, 3.h v& 1.7 in Jan-iiay 67). The deteils are show: on Table .

U. S. Casualties/1000 Strergth/Per Moath .

.. . 19%s - . T

B XX WO £z ook w T
Arzy 12 210 b caef 19 18 1.2 13)ue 1
* Marine Corps 5 <5 2 1.k} 38 2,3 735 1.0] 2.9 5.3
Marine /Navy .7 8 1.2 1.4] 2.9 19 2.8 1.512.3 u.7

&/ Based on April-May 1ata,

Table 1 also shcws the averege number of personael wounded rer week for tre
past 29 months. The muwer of ronfatal wounds has increased rore sharply d.ring
CY 1967 than has the nuzter of 3¢ 8t23; this rmy be attributed to the wider uce
by the VC/XVA of morzar and artillery attesza.
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Arry Deathe in 7T and ZTT O72

¢ -

U3 Army pevsornel killedl per month in iT and TII Corps during the
first five months cr tiis vear up G370 over the lsat half of 156(; viet
Corg and Torth Vietnunzze conbet deaths heve only inerearad by 62%. One
fector ir this more vepid incriass in Ul Jdeaths than enery deaths raj te
the chavige in Viet Cong teetios that has teken place in recent months.
Tke encxy sTpea™s to ve selscting his copbat situvacdcrs wore carefully
end relying on lonesr rapge wasnoas bo inllict more US casuglties with-
out a corparable increace in his casualties,

Causes o8 VIS fasualties

Table 3 shows the .auses of U3 casvalties hy quarter for the period
Jamuary 1665 through April 1967. Of the total ef over 920C conbat. deaths
recorded by the US during that period, neariy .slf (4&") were ceused by
gunshot wounds. Arotuer 36 were esused by ouner types of ordnance such
as artillery, rockets, mines, and grenades. About 59, have bteen caused by
airoraft crashes, divided about equally vetween fixed wing ajrcraft end
helicoptaers. . : ) '

The data in Table 3 tends to confirm that the change in VC/IVA tactics
(greater reliance on mortar and rocket sttecks) is resulting in a heavier
£0l1 of U, S, perzonmel. Artillery, Rocket and ortar fire rose from lece
than 15 in 1966 to &% during Jen-April 1967. saths caused oy all times
of explosive ordnance increased from 35% to 4OF.  Gunshot ceused deaths

dropped from 51% to k(.

TABIE 3 i
Cause of U. S. Combat Deaths '
' (Monthly Average) :
L1965 0 1% . 167 Mo. :
19 20 3} 4y 10 20 33 U4y 19 April Total Ave. :
. o i
Gunshot b 17 3 149|231 196 109 213325 - 326 | wu32 | 13
Artillery - 1 2 814 2 6 w}a8 51 291 9 i
Mines/Bombs/Crenaded 11 5 24 30| 37 L9 62 61 (125 103 | 119 | U7 ;
Fragmentations T ) _ ¥
Wounds t/ 2 5 6 6|.£1 117 97 641125 128 | 16809 | €5 i
* Alrcraft- trashes 6 18 1--exf 37 eor- 27 6| Wk S2 76 | =5 !
Mizadventure ¢, - 1 2 3] 6 20 13 25| 32 2k 330 12 !
Other / : 1 1 2 1912 18 12 12| 20 19§ 235 1z !
Total - / b La 57 297 TGOd Lou 316 BIC |09 709 | 212 | 329 :
. - . . A
[ Inclu«k/s Mortar caused ) .
_/ Exsct cause not reported But was some type of explosive ordnance (mortar,
wines, grevades etc.) ,
) 5{ Inflicted by U.S. forces during combat (short artillery rounds. bomt inr errors,
- ete. , - .
{ ) . 1ud
7 2 - . A L= ‘a X 4
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- ted fron Tables }-3 and includes only caunalties near the DMZ. The cnony

" month,
1967 U.S. Carsalties near the DMZ a/
Feb _ Mar__ Apr _ May _Jun Jul__Aup _ Sept . -
Deatha . 31 182 97T 350 9T 241 .69 268
Wounded B i | | .
Wospitalized 120 _ 562 457 1320 369 812 354 1057 )
Mot Tosp.. 110 ' 532 435 1258- 431 779 335 1550

_.Total Casualtfes . 261 1276 989 2928 ‘A14 1832 758 _ 2885 .

af DMZ plus Quang Tri Province

. . N - 0 - . .
SLIETL T e R RIS U2 W T et e e T T WL T UL TR L TTELTTIIONOSL 0 L - ggaj
. . -
. * -
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U.S. CASUALTIES .

Deapite heavy Marine casualties slong the DMZ during September,
total U.S. killcd in hostile action (I3A) for the month were about the
same as the average for the previcus 8 months (775 compared to 777).
Marine losses in Sentomber (445) were the highest since May (624) and
{ 507 above the Januarv-Avgust 1967 average (298). The September casualcy
data denonstrate clearly that the focus of comhat operations is now on
i1 Corps; 67 percent of the KA (and wounded) during the month occured
\in this Corps area. :

Cagualties in II and 1JI Corps are well below the levels of the
first half of this year. For exaaple, during August and Scptember Acrmy
KIA in the two corps arcas averased 177 .per month compared ta 416 during
the first six months of the year. This is partially a function of weather,
but the sharp drop in the combat tempo in these areas appcars to be the
major factor. U.S. WA by Corps, with the DMZ area separately identifieu,
‘are shown on Table 1. Tebies 2 and 3 are a siailar break-out of U.S. non-
fatal wounds, showing the wounded who needed hospitalization and thosec whoe . - &
did not. . . . '

'Combat near the DMZ. An examination of the casualties near the IMZ shows . ‘
a clear saw-tooth pattcrn to cnemy activities. The tabhle below is extrac-~

‘appears to operate on a hi-monthly cycle. On this basis we should expect
October casuslties to be low, as they have been for the first half of the -

» s = P

.
-
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TABLE 1 ' :
. ' U.S. DEATi' RESULTTX; FAOM HOSTILE ACTION
N | S 19867
() S04 . FE3 MAZ AR MAY  JUN  JUL AUG  SEP
: blivng :
FAVY E 2 g S 23 6 1 ez 15
usic B! 29 1n 92 3 9N 22 o293
TOTAL E R OB % 3 uosr & %
) OTHER I CIZ :
T A 0 0 o 0 36, 21 22 bk 45
rAVY 1n 8 5 1 2% 13 8 12 12
; usMC 120 137 137 188 300 213 12z 151 192
USAF -0 0 8 _o _o 0o _o _o 0
OTAL 1L WS 0 139 36 253 152 207 ZL9
.
IT CT2 ' , ) ‘ . ,
ARVTw 1000 219 219 19 181 158 143 S0 s1
NAVY o 0 o 0 0 *0 0. 0 o
USAF , _o0 _o _o 0 0 1 _k _o _o
TOTAL 16 219 219 W W/ 159 IW O 51
T OITICIZ - o :
Y RTC 27 236 W7 200 2U8 213 154 102 1M1
. NAVY -3 2 o 0 o - 6. 0 8
USAF _2 0 ) o _1 o _2 _9o _¢
. TOTAL 22 2| J O P[/3 A3 W3 @ I
< - vz o S
i ARNY 0 o - o 70 ™ 50 28. L9 -
FAVY 1 1 3 ] 1 S 0..1 0 .1
- USAF -2 _° o _9° _9 L. o _9
. TOTAL 1 1 "3 2 M ™ 51 Té %
OTHER S.E.ASIA®H - T L
ARMY - .19 15 23 25 8 17 3 20 18
BAVY 0 3 5 1% : g 2 9 1! 1
: usar - S 1 16 15 15 _5 19
v TORALS - TR 2B 1‘% 53 1B '3& 27 39 38
8.E.ASIA - ‘ . O
AR . 36 k0S89 396 sh3 489 372 284 27k
, BAV. T 16 19 . 18 57 21 38 31 .37
3 e _ 132_; : 1&2 . 3;3 ?29 . _.62!9» : 322 3:2 : 212 . 2‘1;
. TOTAL 520 &2 553 7106- 1333 B0 T S35 Tis
- b e T DR Sl - - T :
.. ¥DMZ PLUS 7UAIG TRI PROVINCE.
- WARMY GROUND DATA FOR SVII IS COUNTRY-WIDS, I CTZ FROM IIT-MAX SOURJES,
- IV CTZ FROM 9TH DIV CASUALTIES; RIMALILER APPORTICIED BEITWES: II & IIX
. CTZ BY JCS OPREP :
|, #wsSYN HELICOPTZR PLIS CFFSHORE, MVN, AMD TAOS AMZAS.
S _ SQURCES: 0ASD(C}, JCS, USA HQ, USMC AR, BUPERS.
| (_..‘ P c T : c 1 10
N J e, o - * . . OASD/SA/SEA PROGRAYT DIV.
T Ly - o - October 10, 1967
' . * R i ) o e )
- - R -
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TADLE 2

US NONFATAL WOUIIDED FROM HOSTTLE ACTICN

1957 HOGPL, a
Jan _ Fedb Apr May Jun  Jul Aug  Scot
DMz bf -
Navy 62 3 17 hﬁg 9651 13 39 !42 42
UsMe 17 5 1269 773 6 1015
Total "8 120 &2 57 1320 % w2 g'su 1057
OTHER I CTZ ,
Army 0 o} o 0O 10 103 83 163 190
Navy 12 !27 627 30 % 235 !o831 . 723 629
UsMC : 7 9 71
Total g% Ké% 7% %1% 703. 803. ¥I TN
II CTZ _ o _
Army 318 635 501 b2 Sk 36 32b 332 a3r .
" Navy - . . 0 o _ 0 o0 _0 -0 -0 _O _o
Total 38 83 N1 W 9 {6 OT:&. 3} 237
11T CTZ ‘ : - .
© Army 746 738 -1507 1028 1023 955 - TTL 565 632
Ravy 2 6 0 2 7 -l 22 10 13
Total TH8 TEh IN7 W0 0P ¥ T3 55 EH
- Army o \ o lc: -72 s 130 25k 128 - 22g.
Navy 2 : _2 o
Total . = 5 13 5 E & 8 - 76
OTHER SQ Ec -Asi. sj . ’ - -' : . .-' o L .'
Ay 10 8 10 1 7 10 3 1n 10
Navy 0o 3 2 a° .0 27 28 28 1
CUSAP _1_3 20 ‘1 - 27 s i 6 16
Total 5 2 32 23 3 'ﬁ §5 TS
S. E. Asia ' T |
Tamy 1134 1381 2018 1561 203k 157h- 1435 1199 1279
_Ravy 28 kS0’ 53 10T, 8 123 8: . 104
UsMC €55 586 122h 97T 21Th 926 126§ uog-_ 1682.
USAP . 13 _20 , 11 . 27 A4 616 ..
Total iB"zg 2021 2002 4352 ~3085 -

X
8
-0 R

7 Regional deta prorated using hospituizatim nte for nonth and service.

b/ DMZ & Quang Tri Province

¢f SV Air plus offshore, KVK, and Laos

Swrco-:

oasn{c), Army HQ, BUPERS, UsMe R.

17 October 1967

.

Q\SD/ SA/SEA Programs Diviaion
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" Other 5. E. un

S8, B Asta

oz &/

Navy

usxe
Total

' Other I CTZ
- Army

Navy

Total

‘IIcTZ

Arw
" Mawvy

T Totel |

11T CTZ

. Arey
Navy

- Total’

IV CT2

Army
. Ravy
Totnl

l.vy-
URAF.
Total

O

Ut ey

UsAF .
Totel

- TABLE 3
- COMFIDENTIAL
'US HONFATAL WOUNDID FROM HOSTIIE ACTION
=197 10T HGSPITALID 8f

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jur  Jul  Aug  Sept
3 1 26 271 8 16 62; 13 28
61 09 506 ko3 1178 M5 7 P2 1S
B 106 53 U3 1256 Wk} 79 33/ 15
o o o 0 93 & mn 138 16
FACIE I O Bl
7. b 30 0 520 . 7
‘B W &1 Sk 102 &7 573 957 197
(32 sk W7 37T 468 320 277 283 201
.0 o _o _o 6o .0 _0. 0 .-0
32 sk k7. 377, W8 30 Iy W3 o1
635 628 1284 ° 873 873‘ 8k 656 L8 538

2 1 12 21 % 17 3
T %H DB B W5 95 o W i
6 o o 68 ‘293 M0 216 109 187
6 _h._7T _€ 6 3 s _o 16
6 Tk "7 T7Th 2P O3 =™ 109 203
g 8 .8 m 6 9 2 9 8
;12 hz. ,‘g 1 45 &% 43 h:%

. . 91 17 - 22
B B2 ERRE B
‘966 1177. 1719 1329 1733 131 1222° 1021 1105
Bh 66 78 B5. 186..136- 194 136 .- 250
: . ‘°2' 5_!&"1135 9013 eoxa 861 17 1028 '21029
.
b1 )
| 104
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Comnarative Casualty Putes - As would be expected Marine casualties zlong
the IMZ arc heavier than those cxperfenced in other areas. Per 1000
strength, Marine casualties in the L'Z-Nuany Tri area wvere 3 times as

high as nvevall Marive casualtics. Hovever, vhen oaly persounel in maneuver
battalicns are considered, casualties weve only 1 1/2 cimes as high:

Casualtizs per 109 Strencth ner Year af

All usvC USVC Msncuver Battalions
Ki'icd llosp.  Non-Hasp. Killed ‘tosr. Non-losp.
DMZ-Quang Tri 137 . 5w 482 166 576 532
S Alrem 4. - 175 .- 161 126 .85 © 3s3
Ratio, IN/I CTZ 3.0 3.0 3.0 1.3 LS 1.5

Overall Marine casualties per 1000 were, in turn, about 2 1/2 tizes thc Amy
rate overall, and within maneuver battalions ahcut 1 1/2 times the Army rate:
Casualties per 100 Strensth per Year a/

All Army TSMC laneuver Gattazlions b/

Killed MHosp. Non-Hosp. Killed Hosn. Non-Hosn.
Cascalty Rate 19 67 LY2 82 279 237
Ratio, USNC/Azmy 2.4 2.6 2.8 1.5 1.5

I W)

. Tha higher Marine casualty rate overall is not unexpected sinee the Army
luppott slice is much larger (thc Navy perforws much of Marine's support
‘fuaction). The higher casualties rote for Marines in maneuver battalions
compared to the Amy is more interesting. The primary-factor pmbably is
thc 1ntens£ty of the combat operations near the 2. : 3 .

. Co. . s

_j .Data arc for January-August 1967, ERE . :
. y Auunu that %0Z of Army division casualtlos are 1n unewet butalions. _

. .
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. US KIA during 1968 will surpass the 1967 total in late June; and (2) US XIA i

' -/'/> or for which the CTZ is uninown.
\

CONFIDEHTIAL ‘
{ A 4.' Nlﬁ(ﬂ‘!) 2
- US KIA IN SWN ;

In the May 1048 £TA Analysis Rer <t we estimated US KIA for the remainder
of 1088, We found thut: U3 KIA will total sbout 20,000 for 1968; by
November the 1068 total will exceed that of all previous yesrs combined; (¢)

SV will exceed the Koreaa Ver 4ctel of 33,629 by December, This month we are
investigating where US forces are killed.

Table 1 shows US KIA, by CTZ, for 1967 and 1968. Over the past 16 months,
the enemy killed 50% of US KIA in I CT2, 15% in YY CT2, 26% in III CT2Z, U% in

IV CTZ, ard 5% in the air or in aa area for vhiih the CTZ is unxnown. .
" |
TABIE 1 o i
us xIA IN swY i
1967 . . 1966 1
’ 1st 2nd 3rd bth 1st
Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr ©  Qtr Apr _ Total '
U8 XA . .68 1559 . 132k = 953 2519 &4 | 1780 "
© $of Total - 32 56.3 63.3 k.0 52.0 585 . 50.3 5
mer | ‘ ’
. . US KA. ) W€ .233 533 Lb17 121 . k322
4 of Total 23.9 6.1 1. 2.3 9.8 8.6 k.9
—1US KA TOk4 615 - 348 688 1321 310 3986
. . % of Total 33.3. 2.2 1.6 289 273 22,0 25.5
D mem T |
.. T UTKM-- - 65 . %e._.7T 8. _ 308 _ 8 . 670
% of Totay 3.1 1.9 3.7 3.5 6.4 6.0 4.3
S : Countr dey . . .
: US KIA 2113 2770 209 =384 h869 1409 15614

s/ Source: Table 53, csn(c) SEA Statistical Sumn.ry.
_/Doeanoteqna:lthesmotthem'abecmeofsmmmintheur, |
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Table 2 shows that the massive rovement of US combat unitz to I CT2
may account for the lureoe numier of deathe there this yeer. l;n fact. louaes
in I CTZ per battalicn are not inecreasing as fast as thoes in the rest of

. the country: I 772 losres pur hattalion ihir yerr incrcased 3u7 uver 1007

(from 12.2 XIA per botinlion per ponth to 15.3), while losses per battslion
elsevhere doubled (froe 7.7 XIA per battalion to 14,3). Our conclusicn is
subject to an uni-nown degrec of errnr, hovever, since the number of bLatta-
lions ir ouly a rough measurs of relative ctistat expocurce. and since our
figures include lcsses tc unitz otner than mancuver battalions.

Table 3 and the sheded map shaw US KIA by province fiom 4th quarter
1966 through lst quarter 1963, Tabis 3 shows the sum of US KIA in friendly
initiated large unit {battalion or largwr) grouad cperations and US KIA §n

. enemy initiated incidents. The table accounts for only 7371 of the US KIA

in SV® hecauce it does not include US KIA in friendly small unit actions, in
the a.i, or for which a provine2 is nct designuted. In acdition, the ccme
puter files used (GUAVA =nd VCIIA) are not always updated o include US died
"of wounds or to incorporate revised repcrts on earlier sctions; therefere
_they often do not include corrected reports of the actions contained in the

" files.

Eight provinces during the period reported 74 of the US KIA in Table 3.
Quang Tri (21.64) and Quang Nam (12.0%) in I CT2 bave been the provinces with
the most US XIA during the period frem hth quarter 1066 through 1st quarter
1963. Other provi1ces with a high percestage of US KIA are Kontum (7.4%) and

"Binh Dinh (7.3%) in II CY2; and Binh Duong (7.5%), Tay Ninh (7.1%), Hau lighia -
"(6.3%), and Long An (5.0%) in III CTZ. As shown cn the mop, the northern

third of SVN has accounted for 60% of US KIA and the Seigon area (just the
chaded provinces) has accounted for 3€%. The two areas together have sccounted
fer sbout 76% of US KIA. : A

Table b shows that 65§ of US KIA attritutable to provinces have been

" killed in provinces bordering Laos or Carbodia. Since all of I CTZ borders
- 'Laos except Quarg Ngai Frovince, it is reasonable that 93¢ of I CTZ KIA has
‘been in border provipced. In IV CTZ most of our operations have been in Dinh

Tuong, so only ’% of US KIA has tecen on the corder, .Although both II and III
_Corps approach 50% US KIA in border provinces for the cntire period, we find
sigrificent variatlionz when the data is examined by quarter. ¥For II Corps a

. peak of 62¢ is recached for the 4th quarter 1¢67 arnd 1st quarter of 1968, This
is an incréase of 1&; over an avevage of L&Y for the four preceding quarters.
Ve believe that this increase resul.g from the enemy attempy to 1lure US units
to the ‘Vietramese frontiers aud the US ﬂtratﬁgy to stop the VC/IVA at the
frontiers. In IIT Corps, highﬁ of over 0% US XIA in border provinuﬂs are
r=ached during both 1st and 4th quarters recported veorsus o low of about 207
during the 2nd and 3rd quarters of 167, ~The III Corps US KIA cycle probably
results from more active VO and US campaigning in the border provinces durlng
the dry seasor, Here sgein, US forces moved to the frontier to stop VC/HVA
ferees.,
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_/ Does not equal the sum of the m‘: becaule of some US KIA ln the ur, .

or for which the CTZ 1n unknom.
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Table 106, OSD(C) "tatisunl Sumary, for mmber of battmons )

-»
T - poar v v~ - P o Spr— e - - Ban pn e o o —w
| CONFIDENTIAL ‘ g
N :
L-g . TABIE
7 * . .
Ut XIA FER PATTALICY FFR noz:'m'_/
1""37 Y ) - 1%8
1=t nd 3=l Lth ' 1ot
(AN WY Jur wer * Total Jan Feb Moy P
1 CcT2 4
TTOUS KA 651 1539 132h 953 st 586 1109 g 2519
. Bn Months 60 42 101 17 370 hs 59 95 155
US KIA per 1.t 16.9  13.1 8.1 12,2 13.0 20.2 5.0 16.3
Bn per Mo. .
~US KIA S06 b6 239 533 172h 120 168 180 W77
Bn Months 66 ST 59 66 250 17 16 17 50
US XIA per 7.7 7.8 k1 7.8 6.9 7.6 10.5 1:0.6 9.5
' Bn ]!l‘ m. ’ ) -
III CT2 . - ~ .
UsS TOh 615 w8 888 2355 379 5@8 3k 1321
Ba Months 120 93 88 99 koo 37 3 3% 105
P m KIA per 509 606 “.0 609 5.9 10-2 11." 10.1 12-6
\’ Ba per Mo. . ‘
A mvem . _ : T
US KIA 65 52 ™ 8y 278 67 158 83 308
Ba Months 0 10 12 4 26 3 3 "3 9
US KIA per - 5.2 6.4 210 10.7 22.3 52.7 27.7 3.2
_ Bn per Mo. ) . .
Countrywide ‘ _ . . .
. USKAY/ 2113 270 2091 238 9358 1202 2124 15h3 4869
Bn Months 246 252 260 288 1046 102 108 109 319
US KIA per 8.6 1n.0- 80 83 89 108 197 12 153
Dn per Mo. . : T
- _l_/ Source: Table 53, 0D(C) Statistical Smry, for us xn
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US YTA IN LARGE OFTRATIONS
AD FRON foomnd Lo10IAC L0 Y.l .
: 1655 1207 1968
{ Lth  1st Spd  3r4d 4th  1st 7 of
Qe vur Qtr  otr ity wtr Toval Countrywiae Totel
i . Quang Tri 01 181 470 k2T M8 9 WL 21.6
Thua Thien 12 hiy 58 55 43 11 323 2.9
Quang Sam 53 . Te 3w0 210 303 360 137 12.0
Quang Tin 9 1 19 100 (2 5 2 2.0
Quang Nlgai 14 8 ) 32 10 6 33 2.0
Total 17 391 100 :u' = B"33' 0 15‘333 i 1.5
Kontum .32 14 180 82 3u8 195 831 - 7.4
" 'Binh Dinh 122 202 157 105 135 98 819 7.3
. Pleiku 139 172 36 22 L .16 3% 3.5
Pt Yen 3 13 6 L 19 28 104 . 1.0
Darlac [V} o 0 o i 2 -3 o}
Khanh Hoa 0 o} o} 1 3 o b 0
- Tuyer Mue 2 (o} 0 0 o 1 3 0
{ - Lam pong - . .0 16 8 o 23 2 b o5
¥ ~  Binh Thuan .2 7T 13 10 1n 22 65 . .6
N - Pou Bon o 0O -0 0 (o] o] .0 0 '
i Ninh Thusn i o ‘0 0 3 o 4 o .
Queng Duc "0 0 0 0 0 3 0 .
Total 312 L2k Loo  22L 553 BT 22&)L 20.3
Phuoc Long’ o 0 50 0O 1 25 86 .8
Binh Tuy 3 1 0 0O & o . 8 .l
. long Xhanh 13 17 43 50 13 2% 160 1.4
Binh long ™ 6 1 17 k2 1 151 7 1.b
Tay Ninh 62 321 T0 12 213 - 122 "800 7.1
Binh Duong 68 161 111 130 208 158 836 7.5
. Gia Dinh i 72 25 19 W1 u7 218 . 1.9
.. Bien Hoa 29 .19 36 53 -8 66 - 284, 2.5
. * Phuoc Tuy 0o 1 2 7T "5 .0 .15 . Y
long An 15 - 67 172 W8 . 66 197 . %65 5.0
. Total 305 a2 5oT 393 1% "21072 325 K
a/ Source: GUAVA and VCITA Computer Files. -
f ) 1G9 -
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TATLE 3
(C.nt'u)
166 1167 1969
ath 2t Mad srd Ath lst 4 or
SHP P Wtr Ar Qte ~tr Total  Countrywide Toted
Dinh Tucng 4 55 32 LY ™ 119 322 2,9
An CGlan- (d] ¢ 0 5 (o) (v} 5 o
vich Liag 0 1 0 1 2 16 o0 2
Kicn Hea 0 e h 11 s 16 3 .3
Vinh Binh 1 o 3 1 2 1 f .1
Fhong Dinh o] 0 0 0 0 L7 k7 J
An Xuy:a ] 0 0 ] 0 0 0 0
Chau Doc c 0 o) 1 by 1 6 S §
Sa Tee 0 0 0 ¢ (o} 0 0 0
Kicn Tuong 0 o 1 o 0 0 1 0
Co Cung 0 (o] 0 o 0 o - 0 o
Kien Phong 0 0 0 1 0 2 3 0
. Ken Giang 0 o o .0 b 0 "o 0
Chuong Thien 0 o o o 0 3 3 o]
Ra Xuyen o} 0. O 3 L. 21 8- .1
Bac Lieu 0 0 1 0 0 0 1, 0
Total 1 &8 X & 350 199. L51 Y
countryvide
© Total - TOT 1545 2052 1532 213F 3171 - 11232
Officiel Total b/ 1253 2113 2770 2091 2334 LBS&Y 15470
% of Official . Co
Total 64.1 3.1 Th.1 T3.3 9.6 65.1 T2.6
b/ Source: Tadble 2, 0SD(C) SEA Statistical Summary.
- ’ . :. hd 2%
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“Thua Thica 2.9%

TR N Guang Nam 12,07
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. ' A a3 a 2.0”
Cor on A UN Quang Tia 2,07
::’ 5% or Cv<r ~ > NG

N =

N
hd
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I1 CT2

Loss than 19

Birh Duong 7.5% .
Blah Long 1A% o1
. . .N,“
. Tay Ninh 7.1% ?’
A ‘ .
Long An 5.05
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-

T CTa fcn Hoa  2.5%
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TABIE & 4
h 1 S XTA I PORRNR PADVIASYS
. 196€ 1567 1968
Len lst and 314 kth 1zt
QT 2r  ere  G'roQir Qrr T™ial Y
I o
Border Provinces 165 308 LY 8 626 1470 L3507 "7
Other Pravinoces 1% 83 147 32 10 63 339 7.3
. Total .17 Al KCh REY] 00 1533 |
II CTZ
Bzrder Provinces 151 186 216 104 353 216 1226 53.8
Other Frovinces . 161 238 184 120 200 151 1054 L2
Totedl 312 pran Hoo 2ch 553 307 2200
1II on ‘ .
~. Border Provinces 163 3hY 193 86 368 580 1739 45.5
ther Pravinces 1,2 38 339 307 h18 hg2 2044 4.5
Total - 305 682 587 393 9% 1012 3525
1ver '
— Border Provinces o o 1 2 8 '3 2, i
{ Other Provinces "1 L8 Lo & @ & 1ct 587 7.0 1
‘, Totel 18 W & 9 159 TSy
) " Countryvide . s ' ' ' C
Border Provinces 479 833 1302 993 125 2269 7306
Other Provinces 318 T07 750 539 710 902 3026
_ Total | TI57  Ishy 2052 1532 2135 311 Lz
'3/ Source: GUAVA and VCITA Computer Files.
S ..
. - o=t . - ‘r‘_._ - - L - -
e ) N 112
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ARMY A!D I}RI Y YIA

Emlicr SFA Analysis chex't articlcs examined U3 contat dcathe (KIA)
relative to com 'n.md cxrericnee, losation fa-conntry, and level of RVILTF

casunlties. la stuly estimates the Jdistritutions of Armyr ard Farines XIA
sccordirg to FISO caxapons ys cause of casualties, ard (for the Marines
[ only), type ¢f eacaement.
' - Same of the muln points are:

- 1. From Jaruary 1967 through: Scptecter 1948, 821 of Aycy and Marines
L KIA were sustained by perscvnnel in mancuver battalions.

© 2e Maneuver battalion rersannel averaged about 15 times the KIA rate
_of other fcrces (109 ve T pe. 1000 men rer -oa.r).

3. He.rine m ratas for both nanemrer ba.ttalions and other forces are
. significantly higher than Arpy rates (130 vs 100 for maneuver battalions,
- 16 vs 5.5 for oiher forccs), duc to the USMC locution inI CTZ, not tactics
or equ:lment.

A "A\ 4, The KIA rate for all Army and Va.rine forces in Vietnam rose to
L U6 during the Tet offensive (first quarier of 1968) compared to a Jan 1967-
-\ Sep 1958 average of 31, and an Army rate during the Korean War of L5.

5. During the first hal? of 1968 the higheet XTA rates for both -
maneuver battalion personnel and other forces were experienced in IV crz .
(239 and 31).

Pty

6. (n the average, for each Marine !’.IA occurring in a VC/I'VA 1n1tie.ted ‘
incident,. 2. 0 occ_urred on a US operation and 1.5 occurred cn & US patrol.

C 7. Approxinately S50% of Army and Marine KIA result n-m ganshot vounds.
. Durlng the October iull this percentage fell to under 30..

’ D:strﬂmticn 'by Force Cmponent

Table 1 indicates that over the 1on°-run, 82‘}': of Arnw m and 31’
. of Morine KIA, have occurred in maneuver battalions. This s close to the
80}; a.pprcwd.mation used to eatimate maneuVer batta.l.ion cnsua.lties in same

. " L " : - .
. . . o

. y A eenple of 36"8 ﬁm:ra.ndm nes m was aelectea-at randan ‘from ‘the. _

© .. . total of 20,891 KIA sustained by the two Services between Jan ), 1967

©7 7. and Sep 30, 1966. A maximum probable error of less than 5% is assoc- '

. iated with all quarterly estirates, while estimotes- soanninb the entire
seven guarter period heve maximum errors of less than 2%. A 95% level
of significance has becea used throughout the st\.d,v for canputins maxi~-

©omum en'ors and for testing hypotheses. .
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previous analyses, However, soma distortion would be introduced in apply-
( ) ing this figure to monthly or quarterly data. Table 1 a2ls¢ shows that
b 92}, of the KIA in majcr Army units (divisions and separate origades) con-
taining waneuver battalions occur in the hattalions. Iu this instence,
the Marine percentage is not carpureble because the major units reported
are regiments and 95, of the personnel are in maneuver battalions.

TABLT 1

PERCONTAGE OF XIA TN MANEUTER ?&'S.ETALIOI-."S:/
(Jan o7 - Sep 0U)

1967 1968
Jan- Apr- Jul- Oct- Jan- Axe Jui- Jan 67-
Mar Jun Sep Dec  Mar Jun Sep  Sep 68

Of Major Units
w/Vareuver BEns,

Army 93.1 9.3 95.7 .9L.2 89.1 £8.
Marides ° 89.8 99.1

0 92.8 92.2
99.5 99.3  99.9 98.7 98.9  99.2
Arny 86.7 89.3 681.3 83.3 78.8 78.9 80.6 . 82.8
Marines 81.7 86.5 8.k 80.2 4.9 83.6 73.8 80.7

(. & Inciuies attached cavalry units (Army) and bsttalion lending teanms
& v (Marines). , : R .
.+ . SOURCE: - DOD Forms 1300.

XIA Raies

KIA rates by type unit are shown iz Tsble 2. ‘Overall rates from this -
table are also plotted on Graph 1 to facilitute comparison. O the aver-

age, maneuver “-~ttalions sustained ¥IA at ebout 15 times the rate experienced

by other units, The impact of the Tet offensive is apparent in the’ sharp
rise in KIA rates during the first quarter of 1968.. Although the maneuver
baettalions KIA rate showed a much larger sbsolute increase over the preceding
quarter (+59.6 sgainst +8.0 for otber units), the percentage increase in
the rate was about twice as geeat for non-maneuver.battalions (+143% against
‘#6T%). This implies that a relatively greater share of ihe impect of the
- et offensive was felt by support units, and mey .indicate the shifts in
. . KIA rates to be expected during periods when hostile forces are on the
: offensive. o - ’ . : ot
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167 - 1368
Jan-  Apr-  Jule  Octe Jen-  Apr-  Jul- Jan €7-
Mar Jun 0 Dec Mar Jun Sep Sep 65

Maneuver Bn&‘-'/

—  Amy 163.9 - 95.2 55.8 G2.2  147.3 123.8  79.7 29.9
Marines 8.8 175.0 133.2 78.6 148.9 188.3 102.. 130.2
Overall g97.3 106.1 79.9 88.2 47.8 1h1.9 85.3 103.y

Non-Maneuver Bns Lo '

) Amy . ) . 309 208 209 l""? 10‘5 9'3 503 505
Marines 9.0 ) 120)‘" lll».O : 1709- R 29.0 - 15.6 1703 15.9 .
Overall o . 4.8 5.0 5.6 13.6 0ok, 7.3 T3

© A1l Forces : A L _ '
o Am" . A 25.8 ) 20.9 - 1209 ) 2203 .. 39-3 ' 3!"05 . 21)3 . 25-2
Marines .33.6 63.3 51,6 - 33.1° . 731 - 76.0 . h’!.?' 54,5
Overr -~ 25.1 30.2 21,1 2. L48.1 2.7 20,4 3.3

M e e

— v, e
v o o
.
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*: TABIE 2

KIA BAST PY FORCE COMEQIENT. Jan 67 - Sep 68
(Annual Fete Fer 1000 Averaje Strengah)sa/

e/ Operat.mg stresgth only.

b/ Includes attacked cavalry units (Arnv) and battalj.on landing teams (Marines).

:‘cmcas 03D Directorate for Statistical Services, I® Forms 1300, FACY
Sm-ength Report, Army Budld-up ?coc-;ress Report -

It is mter-stiv to note that these ra.tea are smeaha.t lower than the

overall Avmy KIA rates from previous conflicts. The Wi II -data includes

~ personnel in the Axzy Adr Corps vhich tends to lower the XIA rate,

Wotrld war - I1

A thee.ters—/ ' 37.4
_ Eurcpesn theater onlyl’/ 5.9

'w_/ I “5~1

- / Tased ou strength end casualties in the "uronean tbenter of op»rations

J{oun b - May 45), the Mediterranean thea.ter (ilov 42 - May us) end the -
Pucific (Apr-h2 - Aug 45).

'i_:'/ European theater itcluding A:Lr COrf:s (J\m 1 M l;5) -3 .

c/ MSO - JuJ. 53..
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: " ARMY ZMD MARINE KIA RATES BY COMPONENT
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. The signifleantly higher Mavine KIA rates appear to bLe the result of
k ! their location in I C1Z, nct their teeties or equipment. The higher terpo
~° — lof combat mctivity in I CTZ is dceazonstrated by the ccmparable Arzy maneuver
battalion KIA in thot Corps area ducing the tirst half of 19G8, as shown
by Table 3. A secord factor which raises the werall Marine rate is the
{relatively larger prorortion of Marine strength in minewver battalions
(33.8) azainst 09.0% for the Army). Much of the Marine's logistical support
lis provided by lavy personn:l.

Teble 3 also shows that during the Ffirst half of 1G58 the highect
KIA rates in SVN, for Loth mareuver battalions and other forces, were
experienced i IV CTZ. For example, the firsti guarter mazeuver battalion
KIA rate in IV CT2 (311.5) exceeds the next highest rate experienced in a
Corps area by a factor of two-thirds., Table L comrpares casualty raltes for
other mits and a1l forces.

TABLE 3

" - ... - .~ KIA RATE IN MAIEUVER PATTALIONS BY CTZ~ Jan<Jun 68 -
: : {Anaual Rate Per 1000 Average Strergth) '

Jan-}ar 1968  Apr-Jun 1968

- S v . .
- T Overall. L 170.5 . 165.%
Pl : Army {186.7; - (158.1
P Marine | 159.9) - - (172.0)
. Irecrz . ‘ L lo2.9 g3
IIICTZ. 138.8  113.5
IV CT2 ' . 3.5 179.6
'éountg:.-me' ) - 1.8 - 1%0.8

SOURCZ: gsb Diréctorate for Stat Services; DCD Forms 1300; MACV. Strength

At
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TARLE 4

XJA RA™%S BY CTZ - Jun-Jun €8
(Anrual Kate fur 1000 Aversye Strengthn)

tnits other than

Mareuver Lattallons All Forces
1st 22 ist 2nd
_ Qtr Qt> QLr atr
I CTZ 21..3 19.8 78.5 72.3
T Ay (19.7) ?&.3; §88.l; (67.9)

. Marines . (e2.1) 22.1 72, (7%.5)
mem’ - . 57 5. 182  16b
111 CTZ 2 61 339 . 28A

ez | _bod 23.7 L4 . _67.0

" Cowrtrywide - 13.6. © .10.5 - - 6.0 - 423’

SOURCE: DOD Forms 1300 for KIA data and MACV Strength Report for strergth

Distra.‘buh:l.on bZ glg;emnt

. .Table 5 shows the breskdown of Marine KIA between !-octile caused '
alrcraft crashes, a.t.d ground engagemxents. .

DHED
- PERCENTAGE OF MARIME KIA: AIR VS GROUMD °

1967 L 1568

Tan- Ap- wul- 0=  Jan- Apr- Jul- 1-26 Jan'l 67-
Mar Jun Sep Dec  Mar Jun Sep Oct, Oct 20 €8
CUMreratt 1.0 16 3.0 2.2 7.2 3.0 7.1 123 ko0
U Growsd © . 99.0 98.h. 97.0 91.8° 2.3 91,0 Q2.9 H.T | 9%6.0.

'n:e d:lstribut:lon of repotﬁed Mriixe KIA occurﬂ.ng on the srcumt is

sham by type of -engegemerit™in Table 6, #nd plotted on ‘Graphs- 2=k ° .

"description of the type of activity m vhich the casualty was eaaased is

- “usualiy included in Marine KIA roparts. If a US cperation was meutioned,
"the KIA was placed in tnat engsgement categary. If the report siated

‘while on patrol® with no further information, it was assumed to bte a
patrol. Ia cases wherc the vc/m'a forces clearly had the initictive (e.g.,
" attacks on "defcnsive positions,” exbuihes, our troops were in the bese .
camp or on a resupply nission) the engageient was assumed to be VC/XVA
initiated. ‘ 9

_ coufmzsmm L

CONFIBENTIAL |
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" b/ Includes all ¥arine KIA sustained while in a "defensive position,"”

.SOURCE: DOD Parm 1300

‘toend after Tet is the relatively low correlation assosiation with a regres-
. data alone). ) o

'._m‘repozf;a..

- . e bt aa e e et s A 20 s ¢ e Sy o : Y recy
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TABLE 6 ;

FERC "TAGE CF MANIIDY GR’.‘?.T':'D KIA 1Y F.!IGAGEMFJNI‘S/
(Jan 1 67 = Cot 20 oB)

1667 1968
Jaui= Apr- Jul- Oct- Jan- Apr- Jule 120 Jan 1 67-

Mar Jun Sep Dee Mar Jun Sep  Oct  Oct 20 GO

US Operations 53.0 67.7 51.6 45.8 3.4 402 26.5 3h.1 Ly 6
US Patrol p/ 31.3 20.0 “i,2 30.1 UW5.0 37.5 L43.9 k3.9 32.8
ve/nva Initia.ted—/ 15.7 12.3 2.2 241 3.6 21.7 29.6 22.0 22,6

2/ Insufficient infarmation precluded identification of the engagement
‘for 14.3% of Marine ground }TA ' '

base camp, on a resypvly missicn, or like situations where hostile
initiative is clear. :

. Over the Jan 67-Scp 68 reriod, an average of 2.0 KIAs have occurred
on US operetions, and 1.5 on US patrols, for each occurring in a VC/NVA
injtiated incident. The seven-quarter trend has been msarkedly downward
for operations (-4.7% per quarter), and upward for patrols (+3.1%), as indi-
cated in Gruvhs 3 and k. In Graph 2, the regressicn line has been fitted
to the pre-Tet data only, and shows that toe share of Marine KIA resuiting
for VC/IVA initiated incidents was increasing at an average quarterly rate
of L.k% through Mar 68. Althougl the two post-Tet quarters are not signi- -
ficantly lower in a strict statistical sense, there is nonethieless a strong
indication that the percecntage Las, in fact, fallen off since Tet. This is
further suggested by the Octcber data which is not, however, conclusive
asince only three weeks are covercd., A final indicatica of a change in the

e e e

sion line fitted to the entire period (.55_ compared to .89 for the pre-Tet '

The percentage of Mirine XIA attributed to VO/FVA initistive in !
Table 6 no doubt understates the true percentage for this category since £
same of the combat deaths sustained on US operations and patrols throusch I
cambat initiated by the cnemy cannot be identiffed as such fram individual

- . . ’

- « T m = . - - -
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GRAIY 2
PERCENTACE QF Al ilE KIA FRCH
VCZNVA JUYTIAMED INCIDRENIS

o o —

]

- © Jen= . Aﬁr- - Jul- Oct- Jan- Apr-  Jul 1.20
: Mar . Jun Sep Dec Mar _ Jun 8ep Oct
; 1967 1987 - 1967 1967 (%925)9 198 1968 1958
z L ¢

. SOURCE: DGD Forms 1300
sf $=12.9+Lbt _
. T . Correlation coefficient = 0.89 .
b/ Lower limit (at 955 ligniﬁceaco) or Torecast mected from pre-Tet
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PERTE} ITA("‘ (F MARTIE KTA FROM US PATROLS

i —

1
|

A
— ) v

GRAPH 4 4
K PERCLN’I!\GB CP MARINE KI* FROM US OPERATTONS

% -

4 un ety
1967 1%67 1907 1967 1963 1%8

o % = 23.5 + J.1 t, carrelation coefficient = 0.80
b/ 4 =59.2« 47 'c, correlation coefficlent = 0,77 -
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_ Destroyeld aircraft played o larger role in Cctcber.
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Distribution by Weavon Cause

ra . .

Distrivution of KI\ by wcapon cause 1s showa in Table 7. The weapon
causing the death was not rerorted for 22.:% o' the Army KIA; however,

there is no reasccu t6 suspe~t that the distridbution of unreported XIA
Aiffers significantly from that observed for the reporied segment. Various
hostile weapons inflict atout the same shisre of RIA on botin Army ana Karines,
with tte single exception of artillery. Here the Marine gversge of L.7%,
which reached peei3 of 14.2 and 9.9, in tze last two quarters of 1967,

18 ovar six tines greated than the O, T% experienced Ly the Army.

TABLE

IERCE.'TAGL CF GROUND KIA 2Y WEAPOY CALCE.‘“‘/
(Jan 67 - Sep 68)

ﬂ Marine Overall

'Sumel) arms o . 50.3 k7. ‘48,7
Mine/bocby trap o &6 0 o2, S 23.7
Rocket/mortar - ° - R 5 T | 2 e\ 2
o m ’ 2-0 3.5 08
+" Artillery 0.7 b7 2.9
Friendly : 5.1 ; l".0 “.5

;7 Iu:.mnuent ...nt.m..a.dm preclu.ied 1dcnt1ﬁut1:m of the weapan cause

ma.ﬁdWdem.-

‘Tables 8 and 9 show scme significmt shitts in the rehtive share of
KIA caused by various hostile weapons during the October 1968 coambat lull.
On the ground, “the -
share of deaths caused by sumell aras dropped by half, while artillery fell

. to almost zero. Correaponding increases cccurred in the zine/tocdy trap
. categary, and, to a much lesser extent, rockets/mort
" trends ere vizible in the dats from the Previous quarter, so-this may -

ars. None of these
Teflect the genc.ral KIA pattern usociated_ with a period of low caxbat activity.

TABRLE 8

..

' Mcx @ ARMY AID MRINE KIA: AIR VS GROUMD © -

T e J’mé’LJ\mGB .m-segee Oct1-20.68

-.--_iuaétm';&iqr ‘--":" S e e T -l
.  .against aircraft '!-2 « 6.0 .. S

engagemexta %.8
 CONFIDENTIAL

~ . S B A . . Co =Y
et L N L cNhn S mtietn i ctnicbaiis o O+ ¢ 4t - e ————— ; . L
Hn

.
im s e e i e o aee

—

* - . AR Y

e s e
MEES o .
N .... . -

Ve st e E L Vo .- e,




. - - - . . S < N
L Ry S WX TU PR S PV PSRN WA R QVOL SRV SPY R IUo SN SR v S LA e waaAlve Sk A (L et Tae s woea o

TN BN A AR @A S N g e ey B o ey

CONFIDENTIL T

TAPLE 9
PFRCOGITAGE OF GROUTD KIA BY WEAPON CAUSE
Jan 67-Jun 68  Jul-Sep 68 Oct 1-20 68 1

Small arms . 49,0 46.4 7.8
Mine/booby trup 23.7 23.6 4o.2 {
Rocket/mortar 17.3 17.8 23.1

Crenade 2.9 2.b 3.0

Artillery 2.9 -

Friendh . b o2 5 09 : ‘P
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WAERE US COMBAT DEATIS OCCUR IN VIET«‘.'A'N

Summarv. US KIA in Vietnam will probably ezoeed the Xoraan 1
War total of 33,629 gometima in April, peraapa sooner if tha
enemy suastaing the highn intensity fightiny of the poest-Tet 1969
period. Over the pasi two yeare, there ias been remarkably
little chango in tae provinces wiere gignitoant US combat dcaths
ocour. I CT¢ has accountad jor 535 of US comlat deaths and the
two I CTZ provinece of Quang Tri and Guany Naml/ have acoountad
for over a third of ail US KiA. ODurirg 1th quarter 1968, the pru-
portion of US combat deaths ahifted south and went up in the III
and IV CTZ provinces around Saigom, indicating a shift of svemy
tnterest to that ares. :

ot P

ol

o Y

As of February 22, US combat deaths stocd at 31,923 only 1,706 short
 of .the Korean War total of 33,659. Since US KIA has been running at 800 per
month, the Koreen War total should bz exceeded by the first of May. lHowever,
" if the enemy caa sustain the intensity of the early days of his post-Tet 1353
offensive, US KIA ratea pay double snd the Korcsn War total would be surpassed
by April 1. o - . o . .

h
n

In the June 1968 Anzlysis Report, we investigated where US combat deaths
occurred in Scuth Vietnan, using incomplete data from the GUAVA end VCIIA come
puter files. Since that time, thc file on US YIA rpainteinsA by OASD (s ~
troller) Statistical Corvices has become operational and we are ncv in a
position to make a more sccurate analysis of the location of American cozbat

" deaths in Vietaam. e . : . ) . :

Table 1 shows US KIA by CTZ for 1967 and 1968, During the two year pericd,
53% of the US combat daaths occurred in I CTZ, ZT% ia IXX CTZ, 14% in II CIZ,
and 5% in IV CT2. While the same relative crdering of the CTZ's has persisted
through most of the two year period, IT CTZ took relatively more KIA ia 1967T.
Moreover, the last quarver of 1968 chowed a shift in emphasis to the southera -
half of the country as US combat deaths increased in the III and IV CIZ pre=-
vinces surrcunding Saigon while declining in I and II CTZ; nearly half (47.6%)
of the US KIA occurred in IIT and IV CTZ's and toth CTZ had their highest
percentages of total US XIA for the tvo year period.” . - o .

Table 2 compares the number ol US mancuver battalions with US KIA by CT2.
Although we know on the average that 83§ oI corbat deaths occur in meneuver |
battalions, combat deaths not distributed axong the CI7's in the sarce pro- - ..
portion as the vattalioas.SL In 1957 365 of the raneuver battalions wore- ..y  ~°
located in III CTZ, yct III CTZ accounted for oaly 7% of US KIA. Likevise,
in 1968 157 of the wancuver batialions operated in II CTZ but tnat CTZ accounteld
for only 107 of US KIA. . . o s

1/ Quang Tri borders DMZ; %uang Nam contains Danang. S :
3/ For a detailed discussion of combat deaths. in maneuver and non-maneuver
‘battalions see "Army and Marine KIA," SEA Analysis Report, Kovember 1968,
_ page 20. ) . . .
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US COMMAT DIATHS IM &M RY CTZ
197 1%8
61-68) 1067 1968 {1st 2rd  3rd hth s 2nd  3rd beh
Potal] “octr) Total ]Gty Str Gtr Ctr tr &Qtr Gir Lir
I CT12
Us KIA 12732 ka2 8oco | SR 1%oh 1343 M6 2646 2892 1675 e
€ of Total s3.b) 9.8 5°.7132.5 53,0 65.1 Lok Sh.7 6L.4 s7,0 k2.9
Imere - -
. US KA 3215 1766 2y} 530 427 2 558 512 - hhT 300 by (o)
I CTZ. I o :
. USKIA. 6539, 2475  LOSM! TT3  6MT 367 683 13%0 ne2 S0 &2
v %of Totar | 27.h) 26.6. 28.0) 36.7 23.4 17.8 29.0 27.T 23.% 7.5 39.7
US KIA nss 879 56 58 69 93 326 250 w2 16}
‘ Of mm h.e 3.0 6-0 20? 2;1 3.3. 3‘9 6.7 5;3 u.a 709_
(.-'Izil:nk..,“-w'n . o €& . _ ‘
: of Total C WG
~ Countrywide 23T0
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SEA Statistical Summary - Table 106.
‘4th quarter 1968 figures are teatative for maneuver battelions.
CTZ data do not add to countrywide because the location of some m are unknown or ia
the air.

The discrepancies are not surpriszing because the presence of a US unit is & necessary
but not a sufficlent condition for US combat deatha to oceur. This is only anotber vay of

l. . saying that 4{n Vietnam the :lntensity of coxbat i3 heavily dependent. upon the actions of the
. enw -

Table 3 ana the four sbaied mps show total US KIA by provincc for 1967 and 13569,

Jine of Vietrap's. bl provinces account for 745 of all US corbat deaths in 1967-68 (\'np 1).
Queng Tri end suang Nam, btoth in I CTZ, have scccunted for cver one-third (%) of 211 S
XIA curing the two year pericd and have reported the most KIA in both 1967 amd 1968, At

- the other end of: the spectrum, the IV CTZ provizces of Sac Iieu, An Gidng, and An Yuyen

are the proviaces where lho Pesest Anédrican livesz have been lost. Tb~ low rates probably
sten as much from the relative absence of US operations in these provisces as from sesurity
conditicng; An Cilang 1s one of the xost sccure areas in South Vietanwm, btut Az Xuyen ead

Bac Licu are proviaces with low security ratings.
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TABIE 2
GE KIA A'D MATSVER PATTALTON I PLODENT
(3 ntily average
167 148
1087 1558 [Tst 2al 3rd W% st 20d  3pd bt
KA _ % _ ¥ ¢ Str ur Gtr  Wtr Slr Str  otr c»rl‘j

1e12 : -

US IIA 387 4¥9.0 674 S55.7'1%28 535 W9 335 882 96k 558 252

Manauver Bas, 30.8 35.% 53.5 k3,11 20 30.6 31.6 39 5.6 55.3 s8 Ly
mer . o N .
©US KIA W 19.2 119 6.871T7 12 90O 15 171 19 100 LY4

Maneuver Bae.  20.83 24.0 17.0 15.3] 22 19 19.6. 2.6 16.6 18 16.6 17
: Us KA 206 26.6 339 28.0{258 216 122 229 W7 367 2710 271

Maneuver Baa. 33.3 38.1 36.3 32.7| k0 3129.3 33 35 35.3 35.0  39.6
IV CT7 ' . :

T US KIA 23 3.0 T3 5.0l 13 19 23 31 w9 863 47 s

Maacuver Bna, 2.2° 2,5 L.3 3.9} - 3.3 b 1.3 - 3 3.6 LoO 6.3
"Cmntrywide.t_’/ " _ -

. USKIA e - 1211 = |76 922 690 7191 1613 1570 .60 6t2
. Maoneuver Baa. 87.5 - 111 - |. 8 84 35.6 .96 °16.3 u2 - 1k 12

‘ . - .
'é?ﬁ-ce; OSD (Comptrolier) US KTA File.
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T arcas where (W KIA occur have rerained almost constant over the last
two years. IFrom Uigps & end 3, we £ind 17 provinces showing signfficant US KIA
in 1967 and 1~m..' Sixtecn o1 these provinccs are signifizant Jn bcth years
and account for over 507 of comhat deaths,

The concentration of US KXIA haz 2lso remuined unchanged except for the torp
proviacas., The 'Lfaur rr..ost. signliicant provine- e accounted ror 46.9% in 1967
and Sh.57 in 1Ua¥. The in-reascd cenccatraticn at the 4op can be attrituted to
the very hcavy 1ncrn g2 in I C1Z acticn durieg the first half of 1663, in luling
large purbers of ccuirt deaths et e Tanh, Hue and in the May offensive,

Since the bembing halt and Paris understandings coaceruing the DMZ, action
kag begun to shift from the I CTZ pravinces to gjb.er arees. dap it detalls
. significant US KIA for the Ltk quarter of 1968.S It shows a distinct shift
X from the overall 1953 pattern with US KIA now concentrated in Quang Nam and
- Qang Tri in I CTZ and in the III CTZ provinces of Tay inh, Bich Duong and Hau
Nghiea which arc astride the lnvasicn routas from the VG, ’m‘a Cambtodian borier
- sanctuaries to Salgon. ' <. o '

. . In the Lth quarter, the 11 significunt IIT ond I'.' C‘I‘" provinc-s clustere"
; . rround Saigon accounted ror L€4 of US XIA versus the 46) accounted for by the
¢ 8 significant XIA provinces in I and II CTZ. The 1968 total for the sare pro.
vinces shows the I und Il CTZ provinees accounting for 63% versus the 31% of
‘the III and IV CTZ proviaces. However, it ia impocssible to sgy how permanesnt
. this shift of cunlinals will be, becuuse the ebsolute number oF US KIA in Gth
. { " .0 quarter 1568 was the lowest of any quarter studied and, a3 the tempo of the
[ fighting increases, I CTZ could again become the focus of attention.

- . . .
- . ¢ R o [

1/ Significaat US iIA :cans J% or greater of the yec]y tota.l.
2/ The latest tize p..riod for which we have data,

Quang Tri, Cuzag fem, Binh Duong asd quang Tin in 1967. ‘Thus 'rhien replaced
Quang Tin in Top 4 ia 1968. . )
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MAP 3

. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF US KIA ATIRIBUTABLE TO PROVINCES - 1968
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US _COMBAT DELTHS IN VIETNAM

Synncry. The SVE provinces with the highest US combat death
rates tend to norder provimces whioch have: (1) large ooncentra-
tions of enemy forsea, (2) high rates of US operations, (3) high
ratea cf encmy ground cssaults, (¢) relatively effective Vietnamese
forces, (5)‘moaerats concentratione of US forces. Thaere seems tc
be no relationship batween either the total province or HES infrg-

,8tructure ratinga ana high rate of US XIR. The shift of kRigh US
XIA rates from I CTZ to I1I and IV CTZ in tke past six montha
t18 associated with a southward shift of US maneuver battalions,

US battalion days of cperations, and a builiup of enemy forces
and attacks in the I1I-IV CTZ arca. .

In the February issve of the Analysis Report we reported the yovinces
where US combat deaths (KIA) occurred in Vietnam in 1967 and 1588, In this

7 article we investigate the relaticnship between US XIA and 13 other important

-

factors (Teble 1) in the 10 provinces which had the highest US XIA in each
year. Each factor was related to US KIA by a specific lypothesis; for example,
we postulated that large numbers of US KIA in a province would be associated
vith a high aumber of US maneuver battalions staticned in that province. The
relationship which ve expect the facter to have with high US XIA is shown in

* . parenthesis,:: "iy A,

Table 2 presents the findings in summary form, It sbows that:

. 1, US KIA seems closely assoclated with frequent US large operaticns.?/
. This was the closest association found in the study although it cculd only be
tested for 1967 because of problems with the data._/ US KIA is moderately
assoclated with the deployzent of US

P \:"M*mﬁ
(4

days of operation.

maneuver battalions end with US battalion

I/ TWhere US Cambat Deaths Occur in Vietnam", SEA Analysis Report, February

1969, p. 12.

_2] . A close association means that when the 10 highest US XIA provinces were
" ranked on another factor, 2 or fewer of these provinces failed to rank in
-the top ten provinces on that factor for the year coacerned. A moderate
‘association means that 3 to 5 of the provinces Aid not rank in the top ten
.~ pravinces on that factor. No sssociation mecans that 6 or more of the pro-
vinces did not rark in the top 10. Thé prcbedbility of a high US KIA pro=
..vince vccurring by chance wmzong the provinces rated on another factor is

.23 (10/4L) assuming random distritution of factors. This does not hold
for loc&ion near a berder where the chance is .36 (167310.

In 1968 US operations in III CTZ were reported as a single large operaticn -
after April. Battalion days are all reported in Tay Xinh province althoug:
US forces operate in other III CT2 provinces, ‘ S
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RERER Satinciitas i be Ttk R e i ekt e T T~y
TR GONRDENTIAL
N AR 3
) u N .- TABIE L :
I FACTORS CONSIDERED IN ANALYSIS OF US KIA
~» ‘ - ~ Expected
A. US Forces and Ocarations Relationship
. With US KIA
1. Rumbter of US maneuver battalion heedquarters in Province (high)
‘ 2. Number of US battalion days of operation in province (nigh)
. 3. Humber of US large operations m‘province _ - (high)
B. VCQ'VA Porces gn? Operations »
. . ) 1. v"/xm combat and eonbat aupmt troop ntrcugth : i:ish
= ;707 2. VCO/NVA total ettacks «. - - (nigh ]
e 3., VC/NVA attacks by fire - " (nigh)
o i w4 VCfNVA ground assaults and ambushes o high)
REERI '_ql;.msrrectivene-a o ' : I I
.-. -f . t. - . . - -.' . R ;. .."-< ‘-7 o 4
S .1l. .ARVN effectiveness o : low
LT . 2. ERF effectiveness o _ low ]
TR . 3. FF effectiveness ‘ B low |
(" ~ D. local Factors . . . . ‘t- ) . 4
"'_\\__,_"; %' 7 1, -Per cent of population of SVN ) AR ~é1¢3‘)‘. - 3
2. VC infrastructure influence R e e high) =
. 3. location in relation to border oo e (near border)
.l - .2, US KIA'is’ clotel.y l.uochted with concentra.tions of enemy troop ‘
R - strength; this was the strongest relationship shown over the two year period. 3
The relationship between US KIA and enemy activity (attacks) varied from 3
.. - strong to moderate, with ground assaults and anbushes hnving t.he closest o
association vith US combat deaths. _ _ g
: NEN V g 3. Us m does not’ appear to be usoc:lated with 1aw nvmr conbat , L
: “‘effectiveness. . In fact, provincea where US KIA 1s higbeat have rehtively )
- ) - emczive ARV di.visiona, and Regioml and Populnr Forces. S
A -k, Ihergmtobemrelauonshipbetveequsmmdthemte of
AT “the' VC 1ntrutmture in a province. Total province populaticn also’ hsd no
I relationship to US KIA. }bwever, prov.tnces with h.lgh US m do tend to be
border provinces. L. » . - N )
S T As expected ‘the factors most cJ.oeel,v auochted vith US m seen to be
L .,vc/lvu roren and activ:lties and US forees and nct:l.v:lty. . _
N/ S ‘ : 136
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l CONFIDENTIAL :
- TARLE 2 . *
: [ lc .- - ’
L ‘m IN US XYA COMPATPD 20 RANK IN OTHER I'DICATORS y ;
: !
p.IA * N o
. s /TR .
Rattalion L
w3 Mauneuver Tays of iargn Coxtat Total - Ground Attacks
KIA Eatteliens Oparation Lperaticns Etrength  Attacks Asswulta Ly Pire
. Quang Tri Y s 1 3 Ry 1 . .1
QuAng Nam 2 2 S 1 11 t 4 6.5
Quang T™a -3 2.5 17 15.5 a 10.5 T 11
Bioh Dioh b A o2 6 L 3 . 3 . 33.3
. Bivh Duong -9 3 3 2 -9 L L P >
- toawa 6 7 1 20 2 - WS 28 12
. Queng Ngai 7 8 1Y 8 5 N { ER § .19
Tay Nink 8 6 n - 113 5 B T 9.3 2
¢ Thua Thiem 9 - 9.5 6 b . L8 : 93 3. :
Logan w123 10 9 ‘® 8 3 3 1
. ‘ ' . . ‘ - .- . ,r ) T . - }
. R l» . X N - -3. D . . _! .-' :4-. - “. ] S . i
t . . l-- . S ui . 1 -[." - .‘
Qung Tri b ) o . S . . . L2
- m:. . 2 3 T T .3 L N S
"~ Thus Thien 3 ‘2 ’ o B -5 8 6.
. . Mah bueng 3 b A A -8 & IR -
~ Toy Kinh 5. 13 v . Y. S e e SRS ST I 5.
L SN - Gia Dian -, .67 - A A ST S -SRI TR - A
: YU pew Nebie 7 8- 1 . L » e D 4 C3
{ ) _ Quang Ti5 -8 - 6 L L. DI D & | R R I
’ " Quang Ngai .9 . 1w '} A A (RS | D A
- Xpatom 10 7 3 » 5 . 1u n 9.5
. "L L .o K : - /
E. = : ‘
- - +© - ‘.*"’ ; .
-inn (1.0.. 9.5) indicates tied unl A - v N
‘Gomguted frem per ceat of rursl population cohasidered free from
_ inflasnce of V& infrastructure (Acrlcnmmmw“) S N "
LR _ Jlmmumm W= pgh "5
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These findinzs froem the statlic analysis cen be testsd dy examining,th.
trends in US XIA cover the past six months and relsting tkem to US and enery
force levels and activity. In Lth quarter, 1968, the percantage of total I3
KTA occurring in III =nd IV CT2's increased to hé,‘., coxpared to the 327
aversge for the precedlng aquarters of 1958, In first quarter 1659 III-1V o072
percentege remained high (L17). At she same time, the percentage of US KIA
suffered in I CT¢ dreured off while II CTZ fluctuated atout its previcus
averege., Thus US KIA shifted southward during the past six months,

_, TABLE
PERCENT OF US KIA 3V CTZ

| Tstzslg% %2

: L2}
.2 - S5 . 6 ST W k7
1z 1 10 10 8 12
II1 ' 28 23 28 ll»g 3:

W 7. 5 .5 .

Sourca: OSD/Ccmpiroller SEA Statistical Summary. °

Map 1 ipdicates that US corbat forces also moved .southward. In Rovember
1968, MACV shifted 9 US marneuver battalions from I CTZ to IIT and IV CTZ.
This resulted in an & overall decrease in I CTZ's share of US maneuver batta-
lions with a corresponding increase in III and IV CTZ's. On a CTZ-wide basile,
US maneuver battalion retain the same deployment today as they did sfter ths
Kovember shifi. Thus, the shift in US KIA in ith quarter 1968 and lst quarter
1969 is in the same direction as the redeployment of US forcas. (Map 1.)

WmEN .. U7 o

PERCENT OF US MANCUVER BATTALIONS EY CTZ .
1968 - 1969 .

TR & ®. R
SO "~ 50 .50 -hka 42 -

I -
S IX ‘ 16 ° 15° 15 18 .. 15 -
11T 31 32 30 37 37 -

v 3 3 5 6 6 -

Source: O3D/Comptrolier SEA Statistical Summary.
1Q 1969 - JCS Daily Operational Summary.
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CONFIDENTIAL
D US hattalica days of.operation have shifted slong with US uaits. EBatta-

lion days have dropped off in I CTIZ and increaced in III and IV CT2. This
indicates that large opcrations have increased in these areas (remember, a1l

: activities in III CIZ are run under one operation).

TADLE 3
SCRCENT OF U3 SATTALION DAYS OF CFERATION

_ 1968 . 1

8 38 k33 32 . ‘

2 X % 1w 7w B» -
"IIT 36 k2 ho hs 48 oY
Iv " 5 b - 7 S

__smn-c§£ GASD/SA SEA Statistical Tebles.

Of course, the enery force levels in III CIZ have not remained fixed,
_ Table S reveala a slov but relatively steady buildup of VC/NVA forces in IXI
-« CTZ over 1968-69, IV CIZ, however, has remaincd relatively coastant. The
-pine US battalions arrived in the middle of the enemy buildup. Thus we have

another important factor in US KIA, enemy strength which eonroms to the ex-
pected patterna.

i S

PERCENT OF vd[riva BATTALIONS BY C22 . |

T EYE =

1] | |
I I 39 39 F? 37 A
. - .5 - 2 19 9. % .-
II1 27 26 .30 £y RENAE « SRR ‘
v i 13 2 3. 12 -
- S - . ." o --.a LT e *;
. ~ Bource: NACV Collateral 0B. SRR IR ‘:f» Voas

The IIT CTZ share of vc/nva .cuvn,y (as represented by total attacks)

bhas also increased markedly. Although enemy attacks tended to be concentrated .
in the southern half of SVN in 1968-69, the IIT CTZ share ot utucka again .
exhibiu a slow and steady upva.rd trend. , .
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' TABLE 7 -

PZRCENT OF VC/MVA ATTACKS BY CT2

‘ 1968 1969 |
. B & =K ® 1 ]

I 21 . 26 25 ek 2l 4
‘ - II 18 16 15 19 2l
. 111 o7 3 B 2 0P
/ : v . M- 25 23 25 19

Source: OASD/3A SEA Statistical Tables. March 1969 from LIA.

At the sane time, howvever, enemy activity in IV CTZ had been dropping
off. From a high of 349 of the countrywide total of attacks during the 1568
Tet offensive, IV CTZ has dropped to only 19% in first quarter 1963. At the
present time there is no vay to account for this exception to the general
. - rale except to note that the US presence ia IV CTZ is small in relation to
. - US presence elsewhere. and that IV CTZ provinces have not prwiously bccn
( ; u‘ongthelo highest provincea inUSKIA ' i

N R i

Thus, 1n the -areas sssos.iated with h.gh US KIA the ractors found to hawe -
a significant relaticnship to US KIA in our anslysis are generally found to
be operative in the recent shift in the pattern of US KIA. As expected, \da-
‘| ereased US KIA i3 associated with an increase in US troop deploy'nents and
activity and with enemy strength and ucti.vit.y.
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MAP 1

" CHANGES IN US MAITUVER RATTALICY CEPIONCENT BY PROVINCE
_ June - Dcoexber 1943
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U3 COMPAT DZATIR IN VIUTIIAM: AN OVRERVIEW

Every war has hunun end rateriol costs, For the United States, the
huzan custs of the Viennan conilict Are ueuullJ cxpreszed in terns of
Azmerican combat deaths which now excced 3p,MM, Hceever, the human costs
go beyond the nurher of KIA, US forces huve suffered cver 5,500 deaths
from nuon~h~stile causes, Moreover, morc than 110,700 =zen kave be2n hos-
pitalized ror wounds rceived in action, and alout as many xore have been
nospitalizci for diseesz2 ani non~battle injuries. In our past studies of
i huran costs of the war, we have cmitted the iatter three areas; but our
article on non-hostile US deaths, ~hich tollows in this issue, examines a
neglected facet of the var, o

In past issues of the SEA Analysic chor+ we have covered a variety
of aspects conce*ning us .ombat deaths. In partic.lar we have found that:

Vietnam's kb provinces accounted for 70% of US KIA in 1967-68. The areas
ot ‘highest US combat deaths include Northern I CIZ, the highlanas of. 1T
crz., and the corridors into Saigon ﬁ'on the Cambodian border in III CTZ..

2. 'nae provinces which are highest in Us coﬂ:at deo.ths tend to
be border pvcvinces which have large concentratioans of enexy forces, high

;. tive Soutia V:etna.mese forces, and la.rge coucentrationu of US maneuver
-+~ battalions. : »

3. We kuov the appraximate distridbution of US KIA by type of
" weapon. Overall alrust half of our combat deaths have come from small
arms fire. .Close to on® quarter are caused by mines and booby-tra.ps. B
_Table 1 breaks down Army and Marine KIA bty weapon cause. .

Source: - QASD(SA) study-or Forms 1300, Novesber 19€8.

cause for 22, 35 of Army ground KIA. .
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SR f Y, Us KIA are hibhly concentrated geographiéally == 9 of South

,€§”'-f___ humbers of US operatlions, high numbers of erf2ny attacks, relativdly effes-

TABLE 1 , L.
 PERCENTAGE OF GROUND KTA BY VEA PON' CAUSE ../
Jan T-Sep
HEN S . R éggz Farine ' ':Ovérall
R Small Arms . 50.3 . - bLE. - TEET
Mine/Booby Trap- 0 24.6 . 22,9 0. 23.7 .
= Rocket/Mortar . | N | - 1T.h S - 4% Lom.a
: Grenale . S 2.0 - 13,57 0 2.8 BRI
Artillery o ) . 0. 7 N l"o? N ' 09 . M
Frienily ‘ : 5.1 - .h.o -t k 5 . i .-

2/ Insufticient information preciuded 1dentifi:ation of the weapon :‘
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L"... : 4, US EIA are concentrated in mancuver battalions, OQver the
long ruc 825 of Army and 814 of Marine KIA were trocps in meneuver battalions.
At thLe pressnt . time we have 112 mansuver batsalions in Victnazm which accouat
fer spproximstely 110,0C0 of the 443,600 Army anu Marine torces there.

5. US KIA are largely controlled by the cuemy. Regression analyzis
indicates that zbout €55 of the varistion in US combet deaths is e:rpla.‘ ned
* : oy the level o oxery activity as reflected in VC/i7a attacks. However, the
K actusl nw cer of U5 XIA rcported in ensmy attacks is very low =- only ahcut
_ 15 of toial US ccobat deaths during 1966-6E. Operctional reporting inci-
S cates that eboul 659 of American deaths occur on large US op\:-a-.i.ons. It
< appears tnat the enemy has the opticn in mest fights as toWhether to en-
gage or withiraw, and he opens fire first in most en.,apement~ when VC/NVA
. fu ~ces desire cocbat they cen.inflict gasualties either by attecking fixed
targets such as bases, outposts, or population centars or by engaging
friendly forces on large ope-utions. The enery's acticns against US forces
cut on operavions are discussed more fully in the article entitled, "Tmcticrl
Initiative in Vletm, " which f'ollow- the article on non-hostile US. deaths.

" 6. The enenv tetairs the ability to selectivehr target the
" various components of allied forces. Recently the VC/NVA have concentrated
on US tergets in order to inflict high casualties cn Arerican forces in an
effort to influence political opinion within the United States. 'me article,
entitled, "Enery Prmhasis on Causing US Casualties: A Follow-Up,"” continues
g - our o.na]ysis of the enemy's focus and discusses captured documents and shifts
N in combat statist cs which bear upon the eneuw s pol:l.cy.

V For those among our readers who desire to pursie any of the above
topics further, we incluce & list of past articles from the SEA Analysis
‘Report in vhich they were more fully covered.

mete Artlele mule Isswe  Page
"1, . . | Hbe.re US Combat Deaths Occur in Vietnan - ; Feb 6 1z
2. s Us COmba{: Deaths in vietnan.:. S “Apr 69' ; 23 |
g 3. &ll. . .." Amv and Marine KIA - L :, o ’ - A;.~llov 68: . 20
; S 5. S mncuy Initia.tiv.. in South Vietnam Sep 68 6

B TR Eneuw Emphasis on Cauo:lng Us Casualt s Apr 09_' 30 -
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US Average Strength
: (ooo)
- Apnual Deaths/1000

" ‘Source: 79am£roller SEA ‘statistical S\nﬁmry. o o R R . .

- a8 the V"‘/‘WA forces iacreased ba"tl-field activity. e
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US DEATHS PROM NGN-ROSIILE CAUSES IN VINTHNAM

L mmary. Approxinctely 1 out of evary 7 dca.tha sufieraa by UL forces

- ’lu:r.:m haz te~n from ncrn-noctile causes., The overall rate o non-

hoatile ceatns kas bcan gbout 3.7 per 1004 US trosps since 19¢5. The
rates for n!"’" and Marine forcec in Vietnam run 2 tc 5 timcs the raies

" for Army and Marine forvoes deployed elsewhere. This means a net incracse

of at lcast aao non-hostiic deaths annually for cach 190,000 U.S. *roops
dap.abad wnto vietnam. ,

.us conbat deaths in Scuth Vietnem totaled 34,538 as of April 30 1969 During the

- game period 5803 US zilitary perscnnel lost their lives to nen~-postile causes includiag

disease, accideats, aircraft crashes sot’ a result of enemy action; end various other

" categories. This meens that 1 out of ‘every T of the more than 100 000 US dcaths was 'me
to causes other than enemy activity. )

. 'hble 1 shows that non-hostile desths hnve been ptonortioul to the level of US

" foi-ces in South Vietnam since 1565. The annual rate.of noa~hostile’ deaths /1000. triendly

ircops rose rapidly during 19o0-6,. Although it has ircreascd slightly since 1965, the
annual rate has remained relatively stable (eround 3.7 per 10CO US torc‘s pPr year)
_deapite a five-fold increase in Arerican forces. .

 NON-HOSTILE DEATHS AND US STRENGTH IN VIETNAM R
1060 1961 1952 1063 196h 1965 1966 1067 1968  19%0%

yon-r.:os'tu'e' .Deaths ) Q 2 18 26 48 359 1C43 1679 1917 2103

8 3.2 113 16.3 25.3 10h.1 290.9 4Uk.S 5L 5h1.0

" Average Strength 0 " .6 L& 2;? 21 3.5 .36 3.8 37 3'.‘9

Annual nte hase:l on first ronr months data.' L _ .

_\. "-... G So. te »

' ‘rnhle 2 compares hoatile cnd non-hcstne denths since 1060 E;rLy in the ccnf:uct

- . ~whes U3 forces were erfiaged” in ittle acttvity; noa-hostil® ddaths secounted for.s-

. large percentage of our fatalitles. Until this year, the trend stowed a steady decrvne
"with non-hostile desths accounting for a smaller proportion of total deaths each yvar

S conmooaL
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NOU-HOOTIE AiD ECSTILE DIATHS IN VIETNAN ) : k
150 1551 1962 1953 108h 1085 1966 1967 1908 14/ ]
Na-Hostile 0 2 18 3% 48 359 1043 1679 1917 2103 )
! .
llostile 0 1 31 7T 16 1365 4953 9359 1hs6L 12030
. Non-Hostile As %
b of Total Deaths - 6 37 3 ‘25 2 17 15 12 15
' .
g . Source: (3SD/Cuczpuroller SEA Statistical Swrwry. A
A/ " Annual rate based on firest four months data. 2
o 1
Table 3 ccapares non-hostile death rates in V.tet.nu with active duty desth utu }
- for our forces elsevhere, ‘It revesls that the Vietpnasm nun-combat environmert is.
. . twice as hazardous as all other avess. In 1958, the Army rate in Vietnam was roucm'
ISR twice the rate suffered by Army forces in other areas., The Mesrine Corps rate in o::e»
. arcas is 255 higher then tha Army, #nd the Marine rate in Vietm i3 more than
) _ tvice its vorld-vide rate.
- ,-}; L ’ ARMY AID MARTYE NON-HOSTTLE CEATHS - 1068
~ ; , : VIEGHAM V8, OGrsR AREAS & ‘
Total  Vietnan  Other
Average Strength (000) ' 1515 340 Cuars.
. Active Duty Kcu-Hostile ] .. )
: : : Deaths b/ _— - 366 157 .. 2209
.o " Annual Rate/1200 Aversge L _
o _ Strength , . -~ .37 1.9
" - Marine.Cirps ‘ ‘ .
SR *. Average 3trength (000) 298: -7 & ‘218 - ‘
P .7, Astive Duty isn-fostile - - . IV : :
T e e ™ v Demths Bf - & . LT e _9“:‘.""1'2.& "_,538'_-____ .
TooL e Annuun:u/l Average t- - :
’ C . Strength ‘ o - 5% .- - 2.5
: ) ‘§aurce: Ainy ACtIZITY Ruport; Arzy Adjutant Goneral’s Oftice; Headquarters,
Marine Corps, G-1.
. Other aress inclaie COMIS and ail atmr foreign based us forces excluding o
Vietnaa, i
_ ' _/ Dearhs fr-w all coused amonyg active duty forces, _ ' i 3
h . 4 4
o CONFIBERTIAL

——

S E X 2 PR LMK e SR BT SR W CRN PO Wy P R e AT T
1)

A

LN

I ot Abnib bt st s A PRSI Sapeae speeeary SRS TS 2




The orontest single caune of non=hoastile Jeaths has bheen ajreoraft
. crashes Y unten account for 1643 lives ur 29% of the total. Accidents of
all types aczcount ror 827 of the total vhile mla.ru, hepatitis, and other
. forms of disease ani iliness have caused only 9%. Table 4 summarizes non-
i hostile deaths by cause ror all cases through March 1969.

TABLE 4

NIN-ROSTILE DFAT:S KXY CAUSE
(A1l Deaths Through March 1363)

’ T U

- ARMY  HAVY  COAST GUARD  MARTNES rgfgﬁ TOTAY
: R Aircraft Loss/Crash 1113 120 0 208 202 1643
i‘ Vehicle Loss/Crask 316 21 o 8s 28 so
i‘ % . . DromedfSuffocated - 320 18 o us8 6 . 57
| o | Bunu ' 36 8 0 22 5 71
' ) 'Illne;s/Othe_r Than | o . . o R
T Mahria 200 . 18 ol ’3_6; ‘-‘25”‘ 29 .
: S Malarte 46 1 o 1 o 8
" Heart Attack N 15. -0 3 oy w6
§¢ .. Stroke O S - 1.0 19
i «,/, Suicide 95 ) 0 Cn i 11,7.'_.
| Accidental Selfa ' o I
’ " pestruction 206 < 2 0 65 - 0 273
B Intentio.rxal Homicide bs 2 o 7 t‘. o ot
‘. | -Acé;déatal Homdcide 269 8 o L - | 179 3 sy
! : Other Accidents - 660 8 2 A 1175

- Other c;uses . : % '_ 155 o a3 9 a3

- liot Reported 6]. ao : 0 - 12 7 100
e rotalomdettle. L Sttt et o
ST Pelt}?s - T 3505 ¢ 576 L _2 .,‘.. 173 - 38 ~- -..5637

" Source: %Dchmptroll ‘Statis tlcal. ‘-‘e"vicﬂ;, o

us casualties in Southeast Asia by uua'e or ca.sun.ltiu repm't.

-1/ Alrcralt crashes resulting from hostile lction are not _counted here.
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US COMBAT DEATHS LURING TIE LULL . : R

Swmary

Moat US deahs in ground combat during the lull ecem to coma [Srom
rrines and booby trars. During periods of normal astivity, gunshot vounds
are the leadine cause of U5 combet deaths. US mareuver L.attalwr.c’attll
are accounting for alout 803 of all US cumlat dagthe durin: the luil, and
the geographical distrilutiom o US KIA has not changed significantly.

Cozbat Deuths by wWeagon

e . °  Bicause of the “"lull", the cauze of Jcah pattern has changed as shown
- in Teble l. During p:riods of norral or high cocbat activity, gunshot wounds
"L . .. _ -account for about LO7-50% of all US combat deaths, with mine and booby-trap
- - * wounds accounting for about 20%-257. Ia periode of low combut ‘intensity,
the percentages tend to reverse, with rines and booby-traps accounting for
S - about 40% of all US KIA and gunshot wounds aceounting for about 25%. This
oL phenorenon was noted during the proncuaced lull last Octcber, and seems to
e .be occurring again this month. This stift should not be a surprise. Gun=-
" .7 shot wounds should declipe when the enexy is svelding ground corbat; but
e . US forces continue to conduct operationa ar ‘he same rate as before the
et ) 1ull and therefore continue to run into min.s, booby-traps and other static,
- ’ defecsive weapons. . .

4 TABLE 1 '
! Yoo | FERCENTAGE OF GROWND ¥IA BY WEAFOR CASE 8/
N . Y S 113
L - .7 . Bep 68 0ct 68 May 69 Jun 69 - Jul 63
o Small Arms - 49 28 . 43 25 26
Mine/Booby-Traps 24 40 20 21 | Sl
- Rocket/Mortar/Artillery 20 23 22 S 23 19
. Grenade b/ 3 3 11 29 7
Friemdly A 6 b - 2 -7 )
o - & The 1957 and 1968 statistics cover both Army and Marines vhile 1969 figures
. . are for. the Marines only. This furnishes an adequste tasis for comparison,

. _ . . _ becanse there has been no significant dltrei'encu betwecn Tatulity distri.
L. -0 " 0 .. butlions of the tvo services. Corparable Army KIA data sre not yet complete
U etim for June and July. o : e .

‘fatalities can be attributel ts.the enemy’s greater use of RPG's but’

¥ . R .

el . .. . since the June and July dsta is for Marines only, fhis.cey coly be true__
N _'. o T uxm. s - . ' . ° - -

" @ocbat Deaths in Mareuver Tattallons

In the past, an averages of 817 of all US XIA have occurred within mneuver
battalions, There is no indication trat this prupertion has changed in recent
nonths since the iay, June end July figures (78.4€, 76.24 and 83.5% respec~
_ "tively) are well within the limits of chance variation and cannot be counted
F' ; . 88 significant departurea, »

D : CONFIDENTIAL

.+ .7 U . -l Includes rocket propelled grenades (RPG). - ‘The.retent increase in grenade . .
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L, /- P " Gombat Deaths by Gororachlenl Arva’

There d4o0s nodt arpaur to be any aisinfizant chifts in th2 geographical
locations of US cambal deaths in Jout Vietner during 16€9, st least until
recent wecke., I "‘v'p~ has acacounted for about helf of all U3 combat Jdcaihs
followed by III Corps wita acout 320, Tmble 3 chows KIA coupared to approxie
rate UG mnnzuver "uwlwn stransth Ly CT%.  Proliminary July ricures snus 2
proncuncad ircp extept fit I Jurps. RIA per 1200 ren o noccuver battelionc
varias between 8 and 15 vor all corps areas exeent IT Corv:,  The lower II
Corps figure muy ve avusributed to the g‘-'w"al..,y Jow level c: enemy wotivity

o withie the erea and toz assigrrent of moet LT trcops (15 of 17 batislic: 1°'\
o " there to pucificalticn, whlle AFYVY and 3rd llaticon forces 25323 la corhat
S . cperations, o ’ .
. -The ni"e of the ten h_éhest cecualty provinces for 1888 foatinue to
: -aceount for about threa-guarters of 2.l US KIA in 1969, al..hough their
rehtive rank varies from p«-riod to per.oa as %hmm belo... .
’ ‘ ™mLE2
B . US CQEAT FEATIS 3y P?OVE"‘" )
. {(Mouthly Average) ’
. : 1969
o N 1968 Jan-llar _APCeJun® ___Jui¥
, ﬁ" . - © Pank KIA  Benk  KTA - Bank  KWA Bark  XIA
i . QuEng'Tri 1. .25 2 IS 2 1 2 80 -
Queng Nam 2 178 bl 187 B U 160 N 120
; '_mamen-- 3155 8 9 6 &y 7 30
BinhDusng b 75 by ! Sk SN - 6 45
mr'_nn 5 8 3 . 98 3 .98, 5 50
Gia Dimn . . 6 57 - - . . - -
Bm.t.'&hls R Sh 77 58 ¢ 3.9 15
'.‘Qum. Tin '8 wr- .9 .38 5.. 8 .4 . 170
ot Quasiss Hgal R V- vy 18 b % - 3. 75
T RS P R . sz o v . LN e, .
y 'Xontzm - .= 8 . e ", a8 X
e 27 80 - G 505
% of w..ntrywidc total 756 TR o T 7.
*» June a.nd July eatim*cd from raudoc'. sarple of Foma 1300
oy | ; ~ CONFIDENT .
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- KIA/10CO Avg. Strength . 3.7 46 3.3 6.0 6.3 3.9 2.3 .3.8 2.9

CoNFIB i TIAL

ARMY QYD MARTNE COMBAT DEATLS

Nartna casually mates <n Vietram have congictently been highar than
thoa of the Amy. Thkis are w-r to reflact trhe areater combat intersity
in the northern part of Scuth Vietnam ukere the Marires operate. The
primary fac*rr, )-ovcwr, ie shat the Morire forces have @ much larger
pmaart.on of trelip troops Trocomiat unite, u-erz caaualtu ratas are
vicved tn the context of rerscomel in oombat units in ca-:para};w combat
0rmmrmrts, Hiine retes ere higher then Ay rctav, kut the difference
t8 nol grect. Morvower, cver she laat three ycars, e trend of larine
XIA relative to Arry KIA is ciearly dowmmand,

Table 1 shows thet Marine ¥I2 rates p2r 1000 frieadly ¢roops Jeployed
in Vietnam have exceeded Acmy XIA rates in each ycar (znd every gquarter)
since 1957, The greatest discpepancy in the last 20 months ossurred in .
third quarter 1947 when the actual number of Marine jeaths exceuded Army
deaths (by 336 to 310 zonthly aversce over the quarter) even though the
aunber of Army perscanel in Vietnam was four timas greater. Du.ing that

- pericd the Marines' death ratc was about 320% higher than the Army's.
’ H“wew:r, the Marine rates have steadily declined since 1667 aud the dif-

Terences between Army and Murin: KIA rates have narrowed signifisantly due
to & reduction in Marine rates and an increase in Army rates. ’

TABIE 1

ARMY AND ‘«'S.RINE KIA FER 1000 \VEP.A S'ﬁ"‘"’GT"' - C’me.‘
f)'onth..\y fver ege)

1067 1968 1669 1§ 24 XN W 1q 2
‘%’{. | . usk 778 739 |1051 961 615 46k TOL TTT
AvE. Strensth (000) 288 39 363| 332 352 355 357 36k 36l

' 'KIA/10C0 Avg. Strength 1.6 2.3 2.0} 3.2 2.8 1.1 1. 3. 1.9 2.2
e C k88 355 20| 4 529 Am 188 305 23
© Avg. Stremgth (000) = 77 8 8| & & & & ‘& &

" ¢ Difference - .(Marine T -
greater than Army) 131 100 65(. :100-125 129 77 100 32
- . .- R R e e, T e

. Source: CSD/Comptroller SEA Statisticsl Summary.

MACV Strength Report.
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Using the mzasure of combal deaths p=r 1000 total stren;th is not a
fair meazuve Cor comparin: the XIA ratec of the ‘,x-o cervices., The Marines
are supparted ¢y Navy veroonnel {and in sume areas by Army sepport troops)
and thkerefore huve 2 ruci hicher ratic or cembat Lo total perconnel than
dota the Army. r avanger ) paot stadies heve wruelly foun tiat the contat
environment of Muvine wiits (I "u'm.) is more iuntense wit hene: compuricon
with Arxy units cp-_-r:'ux. in all sreqs ol Victren §i minlee dng.

vvzrcome by restricting our atudy to Army and

Marine units in T Corps denling only with pensuver battalicn streughth end
KIA to correzt Sor difterences in ..uu,aru ati comdul raticc. Tahle 2 shows
that iz I Corps the oot death rates of Marine paneuver tattullions ex-
ceeded those of Army units by 40 in .:.9(\0 {T<ble 1 based op total streugih
showed a 100% differcree). lHowever, In the rirst six months of 1969 the
KIA rates of Marine combat units have been 47 less than corpsrable Arxy
units. Army rates arc identical for the two years, tut Merine rates have
dropp‘d shu'pa.y m lyu9

This dirficulty can be
n

-TAELP.Z!

ARMY Afm MARTNE KTA PER 100G MSN IN MANSUVSR BATTALIONS - 1 CT2
lMonthly A\eragus

T -~1963 - 1969

27.6 27.6|27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6 27.6
1.3

KIA/1000 Mn. Bn. Str. |

< Dirference ~ (Marine -

« '
N e m-:q\rv.w 4

- m N L ) ) N . ) . . R i L
KA of -0 215 82| 285 325 171 77 127 236
. Mn. Bn. Str. (000)b' 26,7 22,1{2s.8 28.5 30.h 22.1 22.1 22.1
KIA/1000 Hn. Bn. Str. - 81 82|15 b 5.6 3.5 2.7 0.7
‘ngx a/ o a1 28] 3ob k=9 268 151 2k5 190

7.5] 14,3 15.5 9.7 5.5 8.9 6.9

greater than Arnw) . +40 ...!; +24% +36 +73 +.57_' +56 =38

‘Source: SEAFA wuxputer ule.

. -05D/Ccmptroller SEA Statistics 1 Smrj. .-

8/ XIA in mancuver battalions. epproxizared as 8af of “total KIA for the Army
-and 814 of. total KIA for Marine Corps.

_/ Aversge mancuver hattelion strecgth &stimated from nu.J‘e: of maneuver

battalions by assucing ..tronbth for an Arzv battalion at 9”0 and a Harin
) but.tnuon at 1200,

" *
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averag: only slightly greater than rates for Army units in comparable situations

* COMFIDENTIAL

.

Wo cen pake a more cicimiled comparizon then th~ corpe l=vel corparizcn.
Two provinzes in I Corps, Guras Tri ani Quans Nax, have had both Arny and -
Marine marcaver hattalions cuerating n ther sinee carly 198, Table 3
cenpares the conmbat death ruten in ths 3o two provineee., The Marine combat
death rate exoce lad the Army rate in Loth peoviness by a ancror zmargin in
1668 (43 saa 7. kui the Army rate oxcecded the Farine vete in twe of “he
four quarters o 1%Ed In Quan: fri while in Quaas Nuz the Army exoceded the
Marines in only one of thu lour guashers,

The relatively uniform pattern in 1963 is dbreXen fn 1869, In first
quarter 1689, Marine Ceath rates sxceeded Army ratas by over 13¢5 in both
provinces, but Army rates rose sharply in the second quarter (vosed on pre-
limirary June duta) and exdzeded the irine rates. The net result for 1569
shiows the Marines with higher casualty rates in Quarz Tri while the Army
has higher rates in Quang Nam. : o -

"hus we .conclude thet the Marine corbat Jdeath rates have beean op the

.

since Janvary 1968, Moreover, the overall Marine comtat death rate hag been

"steadily decreasing relative to Army rates over ths.-last_ three years,
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j o . ,' TABLE 3

ARMY ALID 'U\ e KTA FIR 1000 N "'“'_"" PSR BATTALIOND .
Wedahd THE Aoy WU aadd LAV :

(Monnnly Avars. )

142 19¢%
W8y TR XN R’ & 1§ S
VANG _TRI » :
ARMY ‘ ,
KA 8/ ks 13 €s¢/ 6 12 1 12 24
M. Ba. Str. (0C9) &/ k7 2.9 4.6 o6 6.7 2.3 2.8 23
KIA/10CO 2. Ba. stro . 9.6 64| 1 165 W8 3.9 b3 856
MRIRR - . . Lo Coe
XiA o/ 150 9y | 2/ 263 1% B 97 o«
_ Mn. Bn. Str. (000) b/ | 15.0 10.6 | 15.6 17.2 14.0 12.0 9.6 1.5
’ m/xooo Mp. Bn. Str. o 10,0 89| 15,0 153 T7.b 2.8 10 7.2
. | $D1£ference - (Marine . e ) . s -
7 greo.ter or less tkan iulw) +4 439 +6 ca7  +5h =28 4135 -9
QUARS RAM _
) - ARy . _ T B L.
Y. AR af. = . 23 16 $6 .- 18 13 -4 .5 ‘26
' Mn. Bo. Str. y 2.5 1) 2.8 - 24 2.8 1.8 1.8 .9
"KIA &f T - 13 a3 84 120 - 139 111 132 135
Mn. Ba. Str. b/ S0 15164 | &W 108 12,8 144 16.8 16.0
m/x.ooo Ma. Bn. Str. 9.8 8.2 | 0.0 '11.% 109 7.7 7.9 B8.a
f mrtmncc - (Nu-int L

. great.er or less than Arl!&) _ 4 =28 1750 +53+]37 +250 2 . 11

N ~'s'd X OSIVC-mptxouer ﬁEA St :tietico.l Svmmry. L .
oy LT *SEAFA Computer Plle. - . .t Tliees e .
. m {n minkuver battaliorns l.pp*o: imated as 82(& or totnl m for. the Arw ar.d
'_~ " .81% of totel -KIA- for-Karine Corps. * .« .ot

f Average mncuver battalion strnns*.h esumated ﬁ:om number of mnav.ver ba.‘*alions

. 'by assuaing .strenzth for an Army battaliou at G20.apd n'Marine batialicn at’ 1400. .
.c\ Quang Tri First guarter 1264 Jate. z‘o-' February and }hrc‘: ankv L.

Am KIA for J'u.ne is. prel.minary . .o X . .

l‘;tour_quzmm' o
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Us co"a,m DIATHS m VIET AN

Swmary. The gessraphical dictribution of US cordat deaths did not
charge 81--rt"c6‘ltl-: from past patteims during the low activity levels of
July awd most of Auguct; I Corps cecounted fo* about kalf of tns total
US XIA and abent one-third came fram I71 Corps, Srall arme and mirsc/
booby traps « recintad for aiout kalf of tha LS ecosbat deatha. Over 803
of the deatrs eme fren US Aray and Xarire r—cuar compat writs. The Americel,
igt Marina, and 102..: Atrbarra Divisions (all in I Corps) had the highest
KIA rates.

This paper gives a deteilea breakdowvn of US coabat deaths. suffered in
Vietnam for the 9 weeks from June 22 through August 23, 1969. It preseats
the data by area in South Vietnam, by tbe type of action and weapons causing

the deaths, and by type of US unit. Except where noted, all the US KIA

ﬁ.gures are the sa.c as those released to the presa.
US COMBAT DEATHS BY ARFA.

Table 1 shows that about half (48%) of the US mbat deaths during

_the 9 weeks occurred in the I Corps area. About one-third (3i43) of the deaths
_ .came from IIT Corpe. The I Corps area has coasistently acccunted for LO-5&:
of a1l US killed in action in 1967, 1568 and the first T months of 1969 (it
" has about half of the US ccmbat strength in SVN). The III Corps area has

accounted for 27-32%. Thus, except for some additional casualties in IIT C1Z,
the recent pattern is not unusual. The znemy's concentration on IXI CTZ is

‘evident ir the "high point" during the week eading August 16, when the III.

CTZ share of US combat deaths rose to 38% of the Vietnam total.

mm1

US COMBAT DEATHS BY CTZ o
(J'une 2 - A\.gust 23, 1%95 o

-

. US.Deaths 'g'br SW Total .

- Corps Ares ~ - . T . R S ST
1T CTZ . 1 TR T
I CT2 ‘ Lt 5097 v T 3k
IV CTZ S 5;_ 3
‘Non-CTZ ° : ) S
© Total o, iﬁ%‘g‘f St 100

o nusmm 153
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CORFISERTIAL

The 9 provin.ucs which account.a vor sbout 77 of the US deachs durlng th-=
rast two months are akewn in Table &,

All Dive I CTZ provinces are oa the
list, along with b provinces in IIT OTZ. i cht of the provinces have roared
acong the top 9 provinces in US XiA in 1668 zrd o» 1969. BLinh lowg (in 11X
CTZ next to Tay ifinh and the Cambidinn border) took over the Yth spot from
Kontum (II Ci2), in th: only deviation from the pest pattern,

. The rap shows the disiributicn of i EIA gecaraphicnlly. 1he rheded pro-
vinces are the ones shown in Tahle 2. Tne dots on the e .0 provide o sharper
focus by shwug where US coubal da2aths vere coacentrated in the first six
wonths of 1659 (not July and Awgusi, becruse this particular "plot" data ‘e
not yet available _i ¥oshington). 7able 7 (in the panex) shows the US cozias
deaths by province and corps area for esch ol the 9 weeks.

TASLE 2

PROVINCES WITi HIGH US DEATH RATES
(June 22 - August 23, "904)

US Deaths 4. of SVN “otul
I CT2: .
Quang Tri 13 10
Thua Thien 117 8
) Quang Nam S o6 ¢ ‘15 -
“Quang Tia : <. .- 88 . 6
Quang Ngai . . 8 S To B
© IXICTZ: .
Binh Long | - 76 "5
. ‘Tay Ninh ' 140 9
s Binh Duong o 1m 7
- Hau Nghia - o - __6T _5
' R - 6 75

4

b. US COMBAT DRATHS BY TYFE OF ACTION A'D WEAPON CAUSE

e of Acztion

Table 3 shows Us ccmbat death ﬁgur s 'bj tyne of action. Uce of the
'dnts, hiwever, requires considereble ecaution.. Firet, the fgures sre from

preliminary operational regorts, cover 1 less week than the other tables, and
40 not match the official figures rcleased to the press., Second, the diatinc-
tion between friendly initiated an? enemy initiated actions depends partly on
the judgment of the analysts whbo put th= table together in Washingtoen. Thirg,
the friendly operaticas reporting from MACV does not allow a realistic breck-
down of diffcrent types of fricndly operstions, For example, in I and II C7Z,
practically all large operations are reported &3 "Search and Clear". In IIX
CTZ they are called "Reconnaissance in Force.” Moreover, 1II CTZ rcports no
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US AU & MARINE € wiAT DEATHC BY PROVINGE
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tnnll unit -actions at 2ll in the official reporting syaten, despiie e\idencc
— that small unit actions are prevalent therc.

Thus, from the statistics avellahle, it 1s not pocsible to draw a clear
.@lstinction betweon U5 deaths incurred in cperations that are clearly offensive
and those lost in cperations tint are clearly defensive.

| - ¥ith the foregoing czvears in ming, Table 3 indicates that US initiated
P acticns accounted ror 83 of the US KIA, vwith enemy yround and irdire.t fir-
v attacks accouniting for moct o1 the rest., 1 (32 reporis 76E of th~ US ccubat

N ﬂ' deaths cccurred in Triendly iniuiuted actions; the range for the rest of Scuth
S Vietnam is Y7-55%, (mables 8 ¢nd g in the unnex shou the US KIA for each wee:

by type of action, and by CTZ.) ) A %
‘.-:) ..... ~,-...‘~ . ) .- ] ) . . . mm

U"‘ COMEAY DFEATHS BY TYFE OF ACTION _/
(June 22 - August 16, 1909)

- t. - A . s e

.. . s N C.L . s.m-,‘
< I CTZ I CTZ IIT CT2 IV CTZ Total
Tyoe of Action -
Friendly Initiated N
o Large Uait . 3% . 43 26 9 - 697
L) Small Unit 22 L 0 0 _ 26
.+ Subtotal T3 57 2% 3 723 1
: Eneny Initiated . L - o
Ground Attacks. 91 8 89 o o 188
"Indirect Fire 25 25 8 - 10 188
Mining . b 5 . L7 L 0 56
. Subtotal 120 38 204 0 - k3R
Potal . . T501 T 550 19 155
R % Friendly Initiated 7% 3 55‘ o522 - . W 63
. "% Eneny Initiated 24 : _-h5 . W& -53. 37
’ al Source: iHand sort of prelin,nary operatioral renort~,pr1marily OPREP-L
: Do and telecons;
s NOTE+' KIA-.data. is pnelimiaary and op.rational. It therefore does net - Tagree

"_.. j_ mith refined US KIA figures released to the nress.

In an effbrt to guin iqsich‘ into hON'US cozbat unatuq cccurred during
July and Ausust, we have furnished excerpts from weelkly orerational report:
" in Teble 4, Again, caution is required, because the items listsd do nct azcount
for all US cascalties, end the individual KIA nuszbers sre from operational,
o - pot refined date. Thus, 20 attempt should be made to add the XIA numbers with
- <:::) each item in order to compare tham with the tntals ehown in parenthoses.
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'Mzo-? (208 KIA)

' Named large unit operations, 29 KIA
- Small unit operations, 12 KIA

-~ Named large unit operations, 23 KIA- . - -

-®wo rifle companies made contact with an enemy conmpany south of Quang

" Army heliconter shot down by ground fire southwest of Daneng, 3 KIA
- "Three US ccompanies with fire support eggaged an enemy force unear Tay

CORFISERTIAL
niF oL

ma
ll‘\l

EXCERPTS FRCM WELNLY CASUL7Y{ REPORTS . A 1
(Jwme 22 to  August 23) ’
June 22 - 20 (2hl KIA) :
Army rirle cospany engaces cuery force northwest of Salgan, _4 XIA
Marine helic Q}u.k r downad by ground fire nort‘uw* of Denaug, 8 XIA
™o 122m rockevs hit US treining ceater at Chu Lei, § KIA
Mechanized rifle compary engassd onawry pla.toon soutlraest of Saigon, 3 KTA
Enepy mortar atteck on friendly carp in west Kontum, 3 XIA
Arry helicepter dowm-d north of Bien Hou, 2 KIA
Named large wnit operytions, 5 KIiA
Corpany size operations, 3 KIA
Small unit aperations, 8 KIA

June 29 - July 5 (153 xn)

Airmobile ritle campeny engaged an enenv force in eact Tay Ninh, 2 KIA )
Arxy helicopter hit by ground fire on a reconnaissance mission west of | §
Chu Lai, 3 KIA

<o
T

Enemy small unit assaulté » 9 KIA

July 6 - 12 (148 xIA)
Two armored cavalry troons engaged en eneuy force in east Tay Nlnh, 3 KTA

Bscorted US convoy ambuched in Rinh Urng provinee, b KIA
Airmobile rifle company amduched by an ensny corpany west of Chu Lai, 9. IC[A
Eneny assault on a MACV compound in Binh Thuan proviace, 6 XIA . 4

Small unit operations, 17 KIA

Julx 13 - 19 (180 KI1A)
Kgmi, 5 KIA .

Ninh, 7 XIA , . A
Named lerge unit operatmns » 16 KIA ‘ . o
Company size operations, 4 KIA . . S

Small unit operutxons 5 16 KIA

Lrry helicopter detomated land mine in Kien’ Tuong pronnce s 9 KIA®

Rifle company and reconnaiszance plafodn engagéd an encmy force ncar A Shau,
Seconduery explosion downed helicoptor near Bien Hoa, 2 KIA - 5 XxIA .
Rifle comyany engaged enewmy company south of Quang Negai, 4 EKIA .

Named large unit operations, 27 }']’_A_

Small unit contacts, 15 KIA s ' : .
Enemy small uoit assaults, 1 KIA .

Source: NNCC Operational Summary
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?" ”) 3 | TABLE 3 (Cont)

July 27 & Ausust 2 (139 KIA)

Enemy force south of Darang attacked a Marine rifle platcon, 6 XIA

Marine Air-evac heli:spior chot duown by coti-tank grewade, 3 KIA
Kamed larpe weit operaticns, 3% KiA :

Corpany 3ize operaticns, 19 KIA

Small unit oparations, 13 XIA

Auzust 3 - 9 (96 XIA)

Chu Lai, 5 KIA .

+  Marine rifle company enzagsd two encny cempenies, b x1a
Rifle company engtged enemy forces east of Bien Hoa, 3 KIA o
Enemy sappers struck Cam Ranh Air Sase with satchel charges, 2 KIA
Ramed large unit operations, 32 KIA :

. Company size operations, 8 KIA
Small unit aperations, 9 KIA

August 10-16 (24h KIA)
force while in night defensive position, 19 XIA

(’ Enemy mortars struck rifle company near Tay Ninn, 3 KIA .
by enemy forces, T KIA

An Army helicopter wes shot down northwest of Seigon, 7 KIA

Nemed large unit operations, 31 KIA :
Campany size operations, 19 KIA : T
’  Small unit operations, 9 KIA

Enemy ground assaults, 22 KIA

Eaemy attacks by fire, 3 KIA

August 17-23 (190 XIA) A ) :

" Enemy forces and mortars struck an infantry fire support base, 3 KIA
Helicopter was brought down by grourd fire west of Chu Lai, 7 KIA®

. Mecharized rifle company engeged ensmy force in Hau Nghia, 5 KIA

: Marine rifle company cngaged an enemy foree. 6.-KIA . S

Named large unit operations, 32 KIA .
Compeny 8ize operations, 3 KIA

" Small unit operations, 4 KIA
Enemy ground assaults, 4 KIA

, - Enemy attacks by fire, 3 KIA

Yaemy anti-aircraft fire, 4 KIA

CONFIDENTIAL
15

- Enemy force attacked an infantry brigade Lase camp in 3inh Long, 7 XA
: ' Ground and mortar attack on irfantry battzlion nerimeter in Tay Ninh, 13 KIA

Mariac helicopter on k=levac shot down during take off south of Da.nhng, 11 XIA

Alrmobile infentry corpuny bit by two enemy platocns near A Shau, 8 KIA
Three Arry comganies o njed enemy rorses &5 miles west of Salgon, 9 KIA

Airmoblie rifle company roceived heavy fire in lending zoune southwest of

Rifle compeny attacked bty enemy forces at night in central Tay Ninh proviance,

Army helicopter near Quang Ngal downcd on a troop carry mission, 10 KIA

.. Two separaie Marine rifle platoons in Con Thien ares attacked by two company enexy
b FIA

1 ' A Maripe infantry battslion engaged a large encmy force southwest of Darang, 15 X34
N An Arzy cavalry troop & artillery battalion position southeast of Danang assaulted

W
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Weapon Cauce
Tsble 5 chows the official (releaced to press) combat death figures

for the 9 week perlo" by wespcncause, Small arms and mines/boodby traps acccunted
for about hulf (4%) of the U3 combat deaths during the period.

TéZLE

US COMBAT DEATHS BY WRATC! CAUSZ
(June €2 - Augast €3, 150))

_Deatns § of Tatal -
Weavons Cause - .
T émall Arms . 427 29
. Grenades : 65 3
Mines/Booby traps _ 306 .-20
Arty, Rocket, Morta.r <160 L
Fragments- : 258 7
" Other 283 22
Total ' 1659 160

. US desths from mines and booby traps tend to remain at about the same
levels, lull or no%, and scem Lo be the kind of deaths most under US control.
‘'Tbis is because mines and booby traps are pessive weapons, seldcm requiring |
‘anyone to operate them, and they iaflict casuzlties only vhen {rierdly forces
operate in an area where they have been set. There is some eviddnce thet -
deaths from this cause tend to fluctuate slightly in the same direction as
neasures of the US tempo of operations. For example, when US battalion days
of operstion decline,US mine by trap deaths tend to declipe. Such deaths also
declined markedly in IV' CIZ as US forces withdrew.

. AS expécted, U2 deaths from enemy rockets and portaers tend to fluctuate
more with enemy activiiy. As enemy indirect fire attacks declined in the lull,
US deaths from artillery, rocket and morta.r fire declined-m similar fashion.

‘us’ combat deaths fram snall arss do not shov u clear a rehf.ionsnip with
US and enepy activities as the categories above. . Here, the UJ deeths appear

to be related to a aixture of tne tempo of enéxmy ground attacks acd fire fights
initisted by US ferces. .

Table 10 in the annex shows US c:mbat deaum by wea;.on cuuse ror each of
the 9 wecks, and for each corps aree.
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,' accounted for 13" of the total acd Army unite 647,
came from US Army adviscrs, Speclal Furces aud othsr Army units, plus Air
. Force and Kavy KIA.

~ the 15t Marine Divisioa (153 KIA - 11%), and the 10ist Airbosne

S RIS ViU

CORFIDENTIAL

" ce US COMPAT DEATHS BY UNIT

e ‘tabie 6 shows timt over 807 of the US corbat deaths in Vietnam during
:ul.v and August come frem US Arny nnd Marine pajor ccmbat uwnits (previous

- studles of long term US KIA patterns lave shawn 4hal about A% of all US combat
" deaths in Vietnam censistently occur in maneuver botiulions). Msrine units
7he balance of the deaths

As expected, tha 3 units with the post casualties were in the I Corps
In order, they weres the Anez}ical Division (192 YJA or 137 of SVN tctsl),
Division (L4
KIA - 10%). Teble 11 in the Anaex shews the US coztat deatbs by major US
unit ar'd .orps area for each of the 9 weeks,

area.

TABLE ¢

US COMBAT DFATHE BY UNIT

D N S TR

J(June 22 - August z3, 1969) |
. . : Primery CTZ
Deaths 4 of SN Total Of Operation
)ﬁarir. . ' :
“1st Division 158 10.6. I
".3rd Divisioa 99 . 8,6 . X
" - G9th Amphibious 3de - b % . o
Subtotel : 271 oL
Ar . ’ :
Divisions - ' L
~ 101st Abn (Airmobile) 148 9.9 " I
. Americal 192 12.8 1
I+ 1st Cavalry 1ko - 9.3 1
. 25th Infeatry St 122 8,1 IIx
9uh Infantry : 57 . 3.8 -, 111 & IV
. 1s% Infantry : : 86 5,7 111
« o+ bth Infantry . . 9T - . .3.8- . I
e Brig:,es & R:zirents B . -
Lt Arzd Cavalry - . ke . " RE ' 1
. .. 19%th Infantry = . -3 2.3. T
I - AT3rd Adrborme~ "-T - .. 37 e > 3 BT =41 -
- lst Brigade (5th Inf Div) 35 2.3 g
. ‘, "'3rd Brigade (f2nd Abe ™My) - T I
;.77 .. Subtotel - : - 981 oL -
. Other KA . 267 17.8 . .
199 100

¥ oAt A 20 Bl ll L8 I A e e e

s
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&/ . 4 " TABLE T
N—————
’ US ARMY AN MAUINE COMEAT DiATSS BY TROVINCE
VFCT We©R Lllug) . ' © g ot
Juan Juiy A S\l of
T 2 on % TE o9 8 8 mw ___!:*f%‘-
. 1cm '
. “Qiang Tri 35 17 1 1 5 1L 8 30 2 13 9.5
Tuua Thien 14 4 8§ 331 13 g u 1 o1 u7r 7
Quang liaxm 23 15 2 22 9 u3 12 W0 39 26 15
- . Quang Tia 15 13- 18 T 8 2 6 9 9. 8 59
Quang Haat 14 25 e 21 10 1y 2 z6__po Qb8 9.0
Total 1ic2 15 [ 2] 92 Ly be 4 117 10l Te2  Wo,z2
Il CTE - S
~Binh Dinh b 2 9 6 3 1n 7. 10 .1 53 3.5
Kontua 6 N 5 6 L . 2 w2, 33 2.2
Pleiku 6 3 6 2 2 1 k1. % 1.7
- Phu Yen - - 1 3 - - - 1l 1 6 A
Binh Thuan Y 1 s & - - 1 b - 20 1.3
. Other 2 - - - = 1 2 z = 8 .S
o 19 10 26 21 9 13 17 22 9 1 9.7 w
Phuoc Long 3 b 3 5 - - 2 . 1 2 . 1.5 :
Long khanh 9 3 7 3 1 1 .Y .5 . 5 35 2.3 f
Binh N - - - - 1 1 - - - e d 4
FN | Bioh Loug 12 S 8 3 6 - 2 3 20 17 % - 5. 1
: Tey Minh R 5 3 8 3 2. 35 18 1 9.3 :
7 ioh puong 2% 9 15 7- 3 ‘13 8 I3 13 m.7Th
N " tas Dinh R R S I - - e 1 6 b
Bien Hoa 1 -2 2 - - - 1.1 .3 10 <7 1
Phuoc Tuy 1 = - " . - - - - 2 -1 !
Long An 6 1 7 4 6 1 2 - 5 8 2.5
Hav Nghis 8 & L 2. 1 i 30 8k £2___b.c
Total 9% 51 43 53 31 35 29 g2 67 N3 339
v en ' :
“Diah Tuony ] 3 i 3 5- 2 2" 1 .2 25 LT, 1
“"Kien Hoa g 1 A - . - ’; o e37
u‘n m - - - " - - 1 : - ' - ' o -2
Xien Tuong 1l b - - T - - a 2 1y .9
m Dm - - - . - - - . - . LN . - . . -
Other & - 1 =2 = 1 SN SO 1
70 1l 9 3 5 2 2 3. .1 5
Army ani Marine : : - - L .
. Not Tabulated ! 3 r 2 2 2 " 5. 3
. . - - P - ~ N .
Havy and Adr Porce _12 5
Total 21 153 18 180 108 139 96 © chd 190
Source: Army = EAY Chsualty File Data mda. Marine - Fawm 1300,
sf Provinces which have ocaly a_nc Eﬁ?iﬁ?& _iIA tave been arouped 1nt.o "0‘.hor .
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N - and preliminary nature of the data.
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CORFIDENTIAL
ZABLE 8

’

US_COMBAT DZATHS - TOTAL SVN a/

From Friendly Initinted Actiunsé

Lurge Unit
{Battulion or Larger)

Week . Clear & Recoa in ) Sub
Ending Szarch force Screening Total

16 Aug &1 0m 138
9 Ag L2 16 A 58
2 Aug 53 .35 - - 88

26 . . - 3 15 1 .50,
c19 N . T .62 -l 35 - R g7
B - —~ ..; _gl

12 Ja : © 5 .36
5 Jul. 52 ko 1

© 28 Jus W _38 S
s ® . W T W

" 8mall Unit
(Compeny or Smaller)

- Recon & : -
- _Sweep Fatrol Total

l LR

L

3

ﬂuH¢ w

‘

~.

Week _ - IHarassing - ", Attack By . . -

T

2

y

0

1

8
S

Sub

'dif » - o Fire - . r-ﬁhl_nﬁg - Pirve . -.'A'ssaul___t'.'.-._-hbusf\" © fotal

-

2 - . 1

5 17

. .3 ,

: * N
Subtotal 170 “ . S8 BTN B

&/ Eatticileid IdA figurespaysring:ip which ere not the came
released to the press Ntk FIDERT

B RERwo
sEEEEEE
EW o

‘ T AL

-
1
o C
it

28
- b3

3%

62
ok
€5

532

as fliures

beceuse of different accounting M Ti:

-‘ 158-. .. .
. . 12 . -
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prens because of differezst accounting periods
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' TABLE
US_COMBAT DEATHS - RY CTZ af
From Fricndly Taitisted Actiors
large Unit
(Battalion or Larger)
Clear & Recon in Sub
CcT2 Sesrch Force Screening Total
I 359 . 359
IT 41 2 W3
o & GRS 286 PN
v W - - &
- Subtom B . 285 2 657
Small Unit
(Compan; or smaller) _
: Recra & . sub Friendly -
cT2 Asbush _Sweep Patrol Total Totel
I .3 8 n .=, m
b = ¥ SR SRR Y ¢
I ' - " 286
v . . - : R 5
Subtotal 3 Tz SO 28 -Te3
From Enenmy Initiated Actions .
: Harrassing Attack by - . . . -Enemy Grand
cZ Fire Mining Fire Assault Ambush Total ‘Toztal
T 16 SRR SRR BENRREY - SR VRN I S
11 23 5 e -6 . 2 . 38
I B - R U7 7 8. b 264 - 55
. - .10 o
Subtotal 170 = b1 179 3 Tc3_2' :

7 Battlefield KIA figures which are not the same as figures relea.sed to the




C) CONFIDENTIAL
o TALLE 10
US ASMY A MARINE SCHMEAT DEATHS BY WPAPGY CAUCE
{£>r week Enuing)
' ¢ af
. June July Aug vue
R ..‘."_‘.‘ > 22 1 26 2 9 }é 23 Total  Total
1M . _ : .
- - T Szall Arms 27 23 18 28 24 a4 11 ke 35 ] 235  15.7
Crenade 12 1 1 1 6 7 6 8 ] 69 2,3
Mines, booby trups 9 23 &3 23 10. 1% 2 W 160 358 10.5
" Arty, rocket, mortar L4 1o 8 6 - 5 -1 3 15| 60
Fragments S 4 6 9 2 5 .1 17 W |l -5 6.1
Other 23 6 9 -1 4 13 s 5 2l o g
Total _ 102 15 68 32 5 & W0 17 Wl | 7z L4.2
Grenade _ - - 1 - 1 s e e s > 1
Mines, booby trups 2 4 9 K 1 7 -5 2. 2| 8 ah.
. Arty, rocket, mortar 3 1 3 2. -2 & - 18 1.2
' Fragments . 6 3 2 & 1 . 3 6 1| 2 17
- Other 3 - 5 5 2 2 3 9 [ 21 o}
: ( v -———nﬁ Arins 23 i 22 3 15 100 25 19 | o 9.6
~_ " Grenade 1 . - 1 2 1 4 1" .3 1 1 7
- R B B B I B A I
Art xet, mortar _ - 9 3.3
Froments 32 8 15 M 10 1 B 1B 2|13 Bs
Other 13 9 S 3 2 5 b 1@ 10| Tay S
Total ~9 5L % 53 31 3B @  ® O | p B9
oy vA » R " '. ‘ A -
Ivs-mn Arms 2 5 - .2 3 2.1 -. =1 15
Grepade ) - - - .- - - - - o
Kines, booby traps 6 2 1 1. i - 2 1 15 .
" Arty, rocket, mortar - - 2 1 - = - - : 3
: Fragreats - 2 1 - 1 1 - - .-, € (A
: . Other ' 1 1 - = 1. = = =21 n_
Total 1 S35 12T 31 BT a
" Army & Marine nct tab 1 S S 2.2 17 .5 a3l e’
: Navy and Alr Force 1 -5 2 7. .3 6 ' y
Total . o 153 1+d 100 183 133 . ¢6
Source: Army - EAYX casualty file data card.;, i T
Marine - Form 1300. T
O “ | 22 | | | | |

Bl 4. ot B e -ttt B .
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( ) US ARMY A MARINT CTEAT BTATIS PY 'LIT :
\Fer week biddlay) ‘
] “ of '
Jure  suly g sV .
=2 2 o % 2 ¢ 1B 23 meger o
1 CT2
. v
- wericsl Clv 16 as 10 23 13 17 3 3 A 122 12.%
101t Ata Div af ) 10 22 3} 1 13 16 13 12 i e
1.t Bie, St Inf DIy 21 b v b .7 2 3 3) 35 2.2 ‘
Y374 Abu Ble b/ | - - - - - - - - 2 2 g
" Marine 8 : _
1st V&R Div i t 9 17 1) 7T N 9 35 2) 5
. 3rd AR Div 25 10 10 6 5 17 5 24 7 132 12.3
Oth Marine Awp Bde - 35 & .2 1 2 1 - 1} 1k 10
. Other ¢f 2h W5 12 N ¢ 2 1 ul =73 5o
. Total 102 75 e ¥ 5 & s 217 10| T2 ue.2
"'E_".h Inr Div 8 5 6 9 s 6 .7 1 ki s 3.t
1018t Abu Div {,j - - 1 S - =f 2 .1 .
173:dmaj7_/ 2 : .1 6 2 5. ’f ] i. 35 2.3 ‘
Other Army ¢ 9 12 . 5 2__2 10 i
» . Total 19 10 26 2 9. 13 17 22 9 ﬁ 9.7 :
; : - T_1s% Cav Div 26 w120 16 220073 3. ‘36 Wik 9.k
' /- 1st Inf Div 2 6 615 2 1 - T 9 8f & 5.7
=77 v 3rd Bde, 9 Inf Div 6. 5 .+ .3 1 1 1 :.-" 6} .27 .18 :
- 25th Inf Div 26 1b 6 7 12 ¥ 12 15 )12 8a ‘
82nd Abg Div 1 1 - 6 2 - - 1 -i'n 7 )
101lst Abn Div a/ - 1o - o= 1 - - - - 2 .1 :
139th Lt. Inf Hde. " & 8 3 O 3 6] 3 2.3 :
11 Armd . Cav Pegt 9. Y 8 2 .5 - 1 100 3] k2 2.3 ;
_Other Ammy cf 2 2 5 3 - & 3 18 10] 45 _ 2.0 :
' 'notul. - 98 51 A9 53 37. 35 29 92 67} s09 33.9
~182Bde 9IntDiv !9 8 3 1 3 1 2 1 2] 30
_ Other Amy ~/ . 2 1 - - b g 21 = 31 21
. . Teta ! 9. 3 5 12 2 3. 1 5] %
T AmvawmmenetTd 1 3.1 2 2 2 1 s 32 1
‘ N U I T S S 6 5 2.
. N and » o
. z;:’n m“f_“ S w s T VI T R R i v
m-}d‘*utut General's u::livmull casualty reports (xmr-ched cards),
: Marine - Form 1200's.
s/ The 1015t Airborne is baved ia I CT2. ‘Hovever, some casualties are reported
- . in other CTZ's feor tals unit,
* b/ The 1T3rd Adrbdorse is based %n IT CTZ but ametimcs opentes in I CTZ.
' ¢/ Other includes pen in suppoTt uaits, adviscrs, speclal forces, etc.
'3/ Those Aray and Murine KIA for vhich detailed data vas oot available,
O - COMFIDENTIAL
e 23
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US COMPAT.DEATR PATTERNS J¥ CCTOSER

Semary, During October 19¢8, US combat deaths dropped to their lcweet
level ainoe Octoher 13€8, tu: the patterrs follow those of Julu and Auguat,
Corbat Jeaths in IV Corre fell to vmctrmllu acro falloving rvdopmwm—.t of
tre 9th Division Ertoadea, US KIA in IT Corrs deel ired tha least, and tre
Us 4th I=fantry Muioton emd 1735rd Alrborne Yrizade auffaved atout the smma
comtat deatks ir Cotober ao tiey did €1 July and in Auguet. Comtut deaths
fran mires atd Moo’y *raps dro-ped skarply in October, pericns from lisa
eng™y trape Deing act and/or a slower pace of US apemtim. US combat death
can be exspected to increase in November 1f past pctierma persist.

-

US XIA Ry A*e.-. Table ) shows that our combat desihs 1a IV Corps have
~averaged only 1 a week during the month of October as a result of US troop .
. withdrawals and the low level of enemy activity. Overall levals of US Ax
.. and Marine cambat deaths are dowa sbarply in all corps areas. The distri ra-
tion of KIA among the Corps is similar to the Ju:Lv—August pu-ind with a slignt
percentag& shift from I Corps to II Coros. '

TABLE 1

US ARMY AND MARIN® CCMBAT DEATIS B" - 1362
‘.eekly vernge

WSRO INT  DE 0
ree ol S i1 B bk it Lo b 0 sl A s DA o B il hns o e

June 22 = Augget 23 o Séptenﬂier 28 - Octcher2s.
o ) Number @ .~ . Nugber ' 4
- ~ 50 .. 38 . .. kT
%Ic‘cl"]lz S 16 20 \ 10 , 13
Smem -7 35 S.o26 - 35
© Nen-CTZ - - R - 1 3 S
Total ' N 13 - )

The provinees which account for abcut 7‘5’£ of- US KIA during each period
are shown in Table 2. The I Corps provinces of Thua Thien and Quang Tin have
fallen from the 1ist in Octoter, and the II Corps provinces of Binh Dinh sad
Pleiku have been added. The IT Corps provipnces were added not because US ceme.
. bat ‘deaths increased there, but becauce they did not.decline as sharpiy as ia

"&' the rest.of thi country. _'mis may reﬂect tbe rehtively low level of combat

. there alresdy. 1/

' US ccv.bat deyths were n-orn concert"ated in October, with the top 9 oro-
. vinces accounting for S2% of US Army and Marine KIA instead of 757 i July end
August, US withirawels from IV Corps and re-adjustments in I Corps undsubleily
" caused part of this concentration, although the enemy may have contracted h..*'
own area of operations somew‘mt during the October lull.

_f The action :.roun'l the Ba Preng CIDG Cemp in Tue Lap pro"ince h.ed pot begun
during the time peried covered in this study.

L  _'_,,,.—conngeums. B BT
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CO.FICERTIAL
TARLE 2

()
-7 PROVINC. O NI‘T" QLG ARMY AT MARINE NFATH RATES - 199
(weerly avnrnge)

June 22 - Aurast 23 Seotenber 28 - O-tobh.r 25
Niaoer 4 Kumber % E
. I CT2
Quag Tri 16 10 10 1k
Thua Thien 13 8 (2) -
i Quang \am 25 15 1 15
Quanz Tin 10 6 (2) -
Quang Ngsi 16 10 10 L1
i1 crz o
Bl Dinh 263 - 5 7
I CrZ |
\_Binh Long ) 8 5 b 5
Tay Ninh 16 9 7 9
Binh Ducng bic 7 6 8
Hau Kghia 7 5 L 5
Total 123 (P [} [.7]
/Q Nuzbers >n parenthesis shown for reference only - not ilocluded in totals.
S~ US KIA by Wew on Ciuce. Table 3 shows that, while no major change occurred

in the distribution of US Ay and Marine ccmbat deaths among weapons ceuses be-
tweea July-hugust and Satober, US KIA Srowm nines and btooby trops bave dropped

TABLE 3

US ARMY AND MARIME COMBAT D..A"‘HS BY WEAPON CAIME - 19§2
{weoily average;

. June 22 - August 23 Septesber 28 - October %
- . ‘ Wumber % o Number 5
Weapons Causa ;
Seall arns _ Wy - I 2 2y -
Grenades 7 h S 7
Mices/booby traps 3k 21 17 23
Arty, rocket, morter 18 11 ‘ 8 - 1t
Pragments 29 18 ' 13 17
Uther 26 1~ 10 13
Total 151 5
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k—’L. . Previcusly we roporied thot mine and bom[ irap KIA ruwstined relatively
' constant de.pite tke lovel of cremy activity.=' MH.wever, Toble 4 indicatns
that, a3 the lull coatinu d after -July, the nulL.r of US KA {rom min: onutl
tooty trape declined in all) four Corpu wress.

TAELE 4

US Artw and Mavdine FTA rren Mire rnl Booky Trens
(h-tx.J £ Ort.(,t.j

i June July August October
IcCT2 ‘21 20 1y 10
11 CTZ. - 5 & 2
TITICTZ . n 12 N €
IV CI2 5 1 1 )
Countryvide 'Y 38 ;) 17

The reaxm for this decline is not clear. The I’I Coxps aecliue 1s direcily
traceable to US troop vit:irawals, and some of the I Corps declin=® may be ag
vell. Other explansticnu offered include: (1) the population is lecs receptive
now to having the VC placs rines and buody traps in tbeir urvas, (2) US torces

- hnve changed their methed of operaticns, amd (3) enecmy forems nay have set rewar
i - rines gnd booby traps duriag the lull mcaths. .

D e+ e o S ———— e e -

v . Weakly figures for October show & risiag trend for mine and boudy trap deatlhs
; - in all Ccrps arcas, sxcept IV Corps. US KIA from this cause esvevagad arout 13
s week during che first tvo weeks of October and 21 u week during the last two.
‘This rise coincided with ircress«d eucry preparation of the battletleld ami pre-
sumably increased fricndly ope.sticns., For sow, we conclude that the drep in
oloe and bocby trap combat deaths was du: tc The reduced level of sanemy and
- friendly activity rather than any Dindarentic ghifts 1p attitudes toward the VC.

US XJA by Unit. Table 5 skows that Navine ccmbat units accounted for a
slightly higher perceataje »f £IA in Octcver, ccumpered with the July-August
- period. As expected, 3rd {rarine Divisicr cozba- dcaths have declined sharply

- . . _. with redepicyment. The 9Lk Amphdbious Srigaie (Y1l ¥AF) KT* h.'ue increased
- . prlmm vecausz o actious Anvol 'ha "cmbi.xen .ctlon sz. whiph xepc
. this mt. o . . o

- . lmng Koy divisions; “oe 1013% Airverna Di\ision :hgth:. .h'w-ﬂ plunged 25
_ fron their July-Augist level, The 11l Arzored Cavalry and 2C0tn Infantiry Aivi-
| siog had very few XIA 1a October, szd the %h Divisisca cozbat deaths ‘*cp"*-v ’
* charply afler rederlojyuizat. On the other rand; ®oth the &2h Infantxy Divicion
und the )73rd Adrdborne Dn’ision in I1 Corps have =ainIained Lthe samne rate v DA
in Octcber as in the cucmer; ihey now acrount for e..mcst 15% of all US KfA, versus

3’._.,‘[ 6% in July sad Ausust.
* YA Annl

See "US Ccroat Geeths in Vietnsm, 11y:ia Ri-ort, Scptember 195v, p 16.
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US ATMV AND MARINE Cv"™MAT DEATIS BY INIT - CATE OF REPORT
(ih.eu.y Average) 1
Pricary
CTZ of
June 22-Aurust 23 Sepiozber 28—0ctober 2% Ooeration
Fu.cer % N moer e
Marincs
1st Division 18 10.9 9 11.3 I
3rd Division n 6.6 4 5.0 I
. 9th Amphibious Ble 2 1.2 4 5.0 1
] Subtotal 31 1806 17 A 21.3
‘ Divisiens - : » ) .
ICIst Aon (Adrmotile) 16 9.9 b " 5,0 i
Americal 3 12.8 8 10.1 I
ist Cavalry . 16. 9.3 -3 10.1 8 8¢
25th Infantry ‘ b1 8.1 9 1.3 IIX
9th Infantry 6 3.8 K .6 I
1st Infantry 10 S.T 3 3.8 I
kth Infart~y 6 3.8 7 8.9 II
g Brigades & Regiments
{ ' 1ith Ared Csvalry 5 2.8 5 .6 D o 5 ¢
| BN, © 199th IaZantry b 2.3 S .5 .5 111
173rd Airtorne 4 2.5 Tk 5.0 S x
1st Bde (5th Iaf Div) b 2.3 3 3.8 I
3rd Ede (82nd Aba Div) 1 .7 2 1.3 I1I
Gubtotal 107 64.0 3.5 6l.1
Other Arzy & Marine KIA 2k b 30 12,6
Navy and Air Force ¥IA 5 3.0 _ 4 5.0
Total 167 19.5
- " . > - ™ PR Ps bt - T -
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G paLiems or Ul and FVIAF combat deatis
Tab wer mhiTtin: Yyam G fersen to VNAF during

Mesacata that the burder of com-
the Geptarbor-iovesler nariod.

tho averaged S per we 'k durina Zeptember-Octaber-tiovencer, the
stnrz, and enly L7 » (#74) for the first 8 rorihs of
149, In cr'.'.ra‘:t, E%'f..',‘é‘ cument dosthe nave run.u‘.nel kigh, ut 207 per wez Iirp
Ceptonns reCrtoberalavamts r, zocparsd to a rate of 373 per w2z Juring Januery-
August. (e geaph sni talla.)

ue combat g

lowest rate 1.! K af tha rat

In ‘I"‘/nmhbr, UZ d=aths incoreased 274, RGIAF deaths 5575, and enemy deatls
357 over Chtober. The large BYNAF increase tends to support intelligence reports

_and enemy incident statistlics, which bot.‘l .lndix.ute zmreuins cneay e:.phasi: on

targeting RVIAF units.

.Tha casualty patterns indicate that the combat burden was shlt‘tfng to RVMAF
dquring the September-liovemxber period. However, this may have been due more t.o
head'r en:2y targeting of. R'TAF x.han to R‘R.AF golng on th- otfensive.

~

i L it onidaih

4004
2501
300} RVYAF KIA
250t
200
150t - -
1cot US KIA
50 . : C
Lo TIF T ncAeR . d9eA . iGn .
.. - - -~ " TR e L - - <ttt o Tel e
COMEAT DIATHS TN OV ) e
. Co (Wekly Ase m...)
1xg ;
‘_ dan Feb  dar Apr ey Jun Jul Aue  Se Ort Xev
Us KIA 7 B o7 IR N3 % Tw 1 M % 1ok
RVIAF VIA 320 kg5 hor  3%6 LWL 370 203 3%k h1o 202 31n
Enemy KIA 2474 3522 W72 3390 3539 3926 2312 794 2k19 1775 STi6
CONFIDENTIAL -, 1?1
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CONFIBERTIAL

US COMBAT DIATUS AND WOUNDED

Swmmar,. PBoth US combet deaths ard wondel dealined during 1369, but
the ratio oF wounded to killed tnercased steadily dwving the fi}'ot 3 quaricrs
of 1369. The riae probahly astems from insrcaced erurry usd of cttacts by
fire, booby tvire crnd sazrer tactie. Non-eambst deaths accounted for 332
of all US deatks in SV duriny ths 4th quartsr; 27% of such deatks in Ogt-liov
1969 came jrum heliocupter crashes,

Table 1 indicstes that the ratic of US wownded to killed ifucressed in
1969 over 1968. lcreover, the ratios increasad’stcadlly through the first
3 quarters of 1959 and then drcpped alightly during the Lth guarter. Exam-
“ination of montaly ard weekly rigurea lndicates that the ratio: vary signi-
ficantly from ronth to month and frew week o week, From Augast to September
. the total WIA/KIA ratic weat from 6.6 o 11.k, for exaupleé. At preseni we
have no explanation for tbe wide moanthly and weekly svipas, but they are
probably related to defects and delays in the reporting system and to the
tempo and type of enemy activity.

TARLE 1
' RATIO OF US WOUIDID TC XIA
- . 1068 1969 letr 20tr - - 3Qtr Lotr
Totals (000) - : .

Total WIA 2.8 17c.1 |9k 250 167 9.0
Hospitalized WIA .8 329 8.3 12,3 . 8a 4.2
. m m . " 1“.6 9-5 3:2 3!2 - 1.9 102

A, 6.4 v | 6 8. 88 7
Total KA . 70. 4 7. -2 _- 705
 Rospitalized WIA/KIA 3.2 3.5 2.8 3.8 %3 3.5

=+ However, the higber KIA/KIA ratio in 1965 may be partially explained by
- -Trble 2, which indicates thet Framment type wounds are now sccounting 2or
" post of the US cccbat & ..hs.in 2659. From vamuary 1657 ‘through September

1758, enexy szell s 4 sccounted for shout nelf of the US KIA, with ‘ryments

. . = and other causes sgowating foy the gther half. In the lasw helf of 1963,

sxall arms fire accounted for only 30% of the US YIA with frarénts and other -
‘causes accow .ing for the rest, Thus,v2 suspect that the higrer ratio of

US WIA to 'CA in 1369 1s related to iacreused enny use of attacks by fire,
booby traps, and sspper tactice. . T N ’
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TABLE 2
. - US_APMY AND MARINE CCMRAT DEATES : : l &

BY w_ APl TAUSH
(Percentage)

. 22 Jun 69-
_ Jan 67-S2p €8 30 Sep 69 C2t 69-Dac 69

Stall Arms T 30 29
hﬂﬁh: ents .

Mine/Boody Trap 24 ~ 18 22
Arty/Rocket/Morter 20 12 n
Crenales 3 5 b

. Misc Fragrents NA v ] 18
Total ¥ ) .

Other . & - 18 - 15

As & sidelight, Table 3 indicates that US desths from non-combat causes )
have remained quite constant at about 4O per week in both 1968 and 1069, Thus,.

(’-‘-5 ) _ as combet deaths have fallen, nonecombat deathe have accoucted for a stesdily
v increasing share of totel US deaths in South Vietnam; from g of the total
\«) . in 1st quarter 1969 to 33% in the fourth quurter. Ststed another way, US
. '+ - non-combat deaths were half as large ss US combat deaths in the Uth querter. -
) - TABLE 3
US NONCOMBAT DEATES .

Totals
US Non Hostile Deaths

2.0 0.3 : Lo
m m lh.s 9_0_?-_4 3-g 3.2 lt B 102 -
. . Total Deaths 186 LT 3T 38—“_%_1" FYUZES W: S
. Bon Hostile as ) ' . - T . L A
: € of Total Deaths. . _ 12 9 1w s 22 313

O comam
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Teble 4 shows that che leading casuse of not-hostile deaths in Vietranm :
du-iag Octuber=Noveroer 1969 wes aircraft crashes, which sciounted for 23% !i
of all .ion=testile deuths; S7%4 of such deaths caza fvom helicopter crach:s. (Lua
hostile helicomier croshes killad 103 US troons in October-November, corpared
€0 71 kilied in cozbat crashes.e-the cumilstive totad for the war ic: rou- ]
coztot--14S0 deaths, ccrdat--1053 doaths.) Other major ceuses of non-postile
deaths in SV are drowning and suffceaticn, illntss and dlasase, aceldentsl
homicide, and vekiculars crashes; together wlth aireroft losces, these causes
are respoasible for 724 of non-hostile deaths in recent months.

.TABLE &

US NON-POSTILE DEATHS IN SVN
) BY CAUSE ’

Cumulative - . . A
Thru Sep 1959 P Oct & Nov 1959

Deatws = Deaths %
Major Causes '

Alv-Fixed Wing shi,

8 T B}
-V 2
"Drovned/Sui‘fécat.ed ' m 10 ' ‘ . l_o; n -
Inesst/ ~ - 65 9 9 10
Accldental Femiclue 55 8 - 29 7
Vehicle Loss/Crash , 5% 8 g 2b . 6.
Subtotal - %267 [~ Dant 23} LR
Ower Cowses - gl ¥ 2 2 o
tal 6618 - 100 S IS

< a/ Includes sircke, heart ;tta'ck,- hepatitis, mhrh, and étpg'v 11].ngssea..
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€\ LS ARMY OOMBAT DEATES_ LN VIIOM

S W e S SR .

u Suwmaru,  Durira the four month reviod frae 2C April tarough 29 Aucast
1970, U5 famy ecrkat deatis averaged 70 per veck, peprescntirg 845 of total
US daatha in EVI, Combat deatlis declized 30% d:a-m the second lalf of the

period duc to redu :Z erern activitn arud the romscor: raing in -the gouth.

’“\‘ I aceounted jn" &% of the My dex tne: eix nrv-"vms, Jour of them in

. MR I, accounte! Jor 7J~. The 1013t and Americal Iiuigions, both cperating

. in MR I,ccaouvtm for 485 of all tie srmm KA.

. The mjor cavees of deatiz on the ground vera eezll armma jt!‘c‘ 303} and
mires ard booly trars (807). llelwortvr lorzes acccunted for a 29% share of
US Army deaths -- up sherp! Ly from 15€3-09. The ahaolute m.n‘ax' of dcatn.':
Srom keltcopters this year iz alove tha ﬂmmple reriocs of 1998 (ur 80%)
and 1969 (wp 40%), Helicopier sortien el ! lossas have been atsady over the
past tiaree yeara. daspite the overall decline in miiitar: activity, ma:-.ectmg

;ha: deatha from helieoptar crcshss will not deeline qpmmaf:lg until sorties
ecline.

o This analysis deals only with US Army combat deaths in South Vietnex.

. No other US ccubet deathis are covered in any detail. Carbat deaths incurred’
in Cazbcdia are excluded. The anelysis concentrater om the Army Geaths because
they camprise the bulk of US cambat dcaths in Semth Vietnam, and detailed data
on them are readily mvailable und easily retrievable from an existing caxputer

- file. The analysis essentially covers the L4 xonth period of Nay through
August of this year.

" Table 1 shows the total US combet deaths 1n SER ﬁ'on Apri.. 26-Augx.st 29, 4
: 1970. Anw personnel account for 8195 ‘of tke -deaths in svn .

Y

_ TABIE 1
~ US DEATIS LN SEA: ATRIL 26-AUGUST. 29, Jo
L (Total and Weekly Averege) llllllllll
RS - L T ) Number . Beeg!; Awfqgg
- CM&__g/ h ! ‘ . 362 20
i ‘Army (Less Cambodia) o 1266 T0
vy . 0 . ok o 2
. uEMe - R 1Rl .. - lg -
N Air-Pavce - . - L e -,38 -2
P . Tctal Deaths A T% C I
. .- BV Dmths _ o 1509 8

Sourcer 05D (CQmpuroller)
Rote: Thnse data differ slightly rrcm the ARXIA tih since they are
_based on reported date cf death, not actual date. - .
"8/ A\ deaths in Cambodia are assumed to be Army persoonel. A weekly
sverage 15 shown only for completepess of the table,
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US Arry corbat Jdeatha in SV averaged 70 per week from April oG through
Auguat 9, 1)70. A= In previcus years, enemy military activity was lov in Julj
and August covpnred t7 ay and June. As a copsejucate, US Army combut deaths
vere 254 lower in July-Ausust than in May-June (58/week vs &/week)

Where US Army Corbat Deaths Ocour

8ix provinces avcounted for about 7¢) of the US Arry KIA during the Moy-
August period. Four of chem ere in MR I, and, by themselves, accounted for
over half of the countrywide total, as chown in Tuble 2.

-TABLE 2

US_ARMY CCMEAT DFATHS IN SELECTED RVN PROVTLCES
MAY=-AUCUST 1970

Weelkly " . Percent of RVN

MR Averuge Total (Army only)

_ Thua Thien I 15.1 : 21.k4

Quang Tin I 9.3 "13.2

Quang Ngai I 7.1 - ©10.1
- Quang Tri - 1 -9 8.k

* Subtotal’ . 37. 53.1

Binh Dinh A * O E.a' C9.T

Tay Ninh 11T .9 . 7.0

6 Province Total 9.1 ’6%‘8

RVN_Total ' 70 © 100

Source: ARKIA Computer Flle,

MR I, as a whole, accounted for 55% (€92 of 1,268) of the Army deaths in RV
during the period, compared to a share of 40% (1,111 of 2,830) for the same
period last year. The shift into MR I this year probably stems from the
following factors: .

= US Army redeployments, which cut troop expcaure elsevhere in the coﬁntry. :

- US Marine deployments out of MR I, which.left areas to be covercd, to
scome extent, by the rezaining Army forces. (Marine XKIA are. about 20'; ot‘ wha.s .
they were in the same period last year - 10 vs 48 per week, )y - . i

- A higher level of enemy threat than in the otber IRs. '

- Less favorsble impact from the Cambodian operstions than in the other

MRs.
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Corbat Doatks by Unit -

The major US Army units opvraiing ia the 6 Lop provinces are:

The 101st Airborse Divisicn (Quang Tri, Thua ‘i'nien)l )

= The Anerienl Division (iuang Tin, Qu-ong Ngal)

~ The 4th Iafantey Divisioa and the 173rd Airbzrae Brigsde (Binh Dinh)
~ The ésth Infantry Divisicn (“uy linn).

_ The 101st accounted for b of total US combat deaths during °"e period,
followed by the Americal (127), the bth Infaotry apd the 1T2rd (vi..°h together

had 7% of the total),and the 25th Infantry (§%). The map apd Tadie 3 swmarize

" these results. - :

. The two divisicns operating in MR I ~. the 101st and the Americal -~ each
accounted for less than 1¥s of total Aray deaths in the comparable periods of

Americal Division held at prior year levels of about 19% until July and August,
_ when its shure rose to equal that of the 10lst at about 250 {because its
atsolute oumber beld steady at ll/week in the face of declines in otner units).

<

*

. TABLE 3

- - .
N B -

ARMY XIA BY SETPCTED UNITS - .. .
- ﬁay-June . . W—A@St'

1968 1709 1670 1968 1969 1970 .
Vee . Average ‘ __..__... =2 ALY ) = _ =
10lat Airborne - 28 27 3 17 16 "
_ Americsl T 2k 26 13 - 97 1 W .
- btk Infantr 17 r - & 8 & - 37
-173rd Aba Bde - 10 5 ' 3 w2
1st Cav ‘ 26, 2b b 1’3 AU
25th Inf : . 20 .5 . 18. 12 . 4
All Other : %& 85 g 6L - 46 b
- Total 235 . 199 130 AT} 38
Percentage : - : L . :
T0lat AlrBerme - 12 -1% - 2§° S < PAAIR U SN
. Americal L1 13 16 7 15 ol
wth Inf Div - R & - 5. 6 s 5
173rd Abn Bde 5 2. . 5 .2 3 -4
1st Cav Sn 12 S 0 13 12
25th Inf . 15 ° 0 6 B LN T3 T
A1l Other ) bo 43 3 ‘ a - b0 2k
Total 165 1C0 - 100 X 166 100

Bourse.  FWFIA Computer File.

CcowRENTAL 1

..1968 and 1969. This year, the share of the 1015t rose to 264 (even though its
- absolute number of deaths declined 14% - 333 vs 387 in May-August 1959). The
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08 ALY COMDAT DUATED TN VINTUAY
(May=Avgest 1970)

B
101t Airternu ‘A

(cte) £ 1.0

Lth Iaf and ‘
73 Aba Bie ()

25th Taf
N CH

5 Note: "Figures withizg vprovince
" Loundaries shov the percent of total
Arny KIA in that ‘rovince. Filgures
‘adlacent to vait nazes siow the ¥ of
total Army XIA in RV experienced by
that, unit, - ’
Source: ASKIA.
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Cauvzes of Cuabnt Deatls

Table 4 indticates that total US Army deaths lo groumd actions. are down
su‘wtm*lunv fron previcus ycars, but dvnths frea hv‘i"opt"r losaes have ricen
gbout YOS sbave ths -cr'w'vra‘)u puriod ot 1954,

On th. grounis

- The mgjor cause of dea‘h was small arms tire , which accounted for about -
304 of the total.

-

~ Mines and booby trapa zecovnted for abon.t "0‘,. Sm.h deaths are laver
than in t.he compa*able periods of 1969, but sbout the sume as Ln 1958. ‘

. ~ Deaths from small arn-s, mines, and btoodby trans inereued during the
.."Iull" period of July and August. Their share of the total rose from 33% -
to 67%, as all other categories fell {the shift m sten pnrtly from a
* reporting anomaly, since deaths from "fragments" and “other" dropped 92%).

F

- In the sir-

) Deaths resu:lting fron helicopter 1osses t.hrom:h Septewber 1970 are
fﬁ ‘ '_about 10% higher thac in the first nine months ot 1969 lnd -are about 25’
B ubove the ‘sane period in 1968,

“ve -

Ccmpa.r:lng Kay-August of 1970 with tlxe same rour months in 1968 md 1069.

o . e e m—— s —

"« Helicopter losses accounted for about 209, of tctal US Army combat
‘dea"hs s VP sharply frem their share of h and 6% in t.he Sume pez_'io:ls of 196‘5

and 1969, respectively. . , ‘ o IR

. -

o e - Helicapter deaths vere ho¢ above the 1969 levels und 80‘ hi@er than ';.

" 'in 2968, D
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TARLE &

AFRME KIA DY CAUTE OF DEATH

» §Au_r_¢e: - ARKIA Computer File. '

Pav-Jdune July-Aupust -
. Yot 1.7 1770 1w L‘-PY! 1970
Weekly Aversge B ——
H2li~opter @ 1n 10 6 8 11
Zmall Arms 31 ST 19 L 36 24
Nines/Traps 15 25 13 15 19 15
Rockets tortars . 18 23 Q 11 10 6
Fragnents 63 €4 16 3h 28 1
Otlicr 32 27 9 25 15 1
Total 235 153 R:7 130 1 58
. Percentage ‘
. FHelicopter bk 6 20 5 T 19
--Small Arms 39 29 23 38 .. 31 Ry
Mines/Traps 6 13 15 1 16 26
Rockets/Mortars 8 11 11 9 9. 10°
* Fregmonts 27 28 20 26 24 2
Other 16 13 10 3 13 2
' . Total h ) 10 100 o0 160 - . 100

~ The level of helicopter activity secms to be a i‘uactian of helicopter
assets on hand. A steady levzl of more than 3,000 US Army helicopters have

been flying in SVN since Decemder 1368, Table § shows thiat helicopter sorties
increased =ach year, and leveled off in 1959 and 1970.

. Mgreover, the sllocation of missions bas been coastant over the years:
R 1] . .
- Attacks: 11§ of total sortles.
.- Combat assaults: 22% of total sorties. R

;C@§t cargo 1ifta: 10',{'o'f. total, ‘sorties.

- " & D¥her combat uissions:_' 2% of,total._sngtieg. _

- = Other missicns: 355 of total gorties.

1
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! . .
\ ; . : .
B ' HETLICOPTER SCRTTES 1N SV
. (Monvhly Avereps)
1666 1667 1968 1969 1970 a/
" Thousands of Sovtices .
< ALY Services #50 450 613 703 &5
‘ Arny only 211 419 555 655 6.8
. _\_s,’ Through August. 1706-03 figoxes cre for eatire year.
Source: OSD (Comptroller) SFA Statictical Surmary, Tables 6 and 31k,
-~ Hellcopter losses rfollow a pattern alrost idsntical to the iaventory and
" activity tronds - an lacrease in 1556 and 1967 to a rather constant level
. first attained in 1968. Table & shows the number of helicopters lost per month
during the firest seven months of each year., ¥e have losu neilconters at the
rate of sbout 90 _/mont‘x during .*he first seven montns of cach year for the last
" three years reasrdless of variations in the ground war. Army nelicopters
nccaunt for e.bouh S of both sortief and losses. .
T.. 0 .. s HELICOPTFR T0GSTS TN SEA
T \ o {Moathly Average, Jan through July). ,
xR T . ’ . / - R P ST . . ' N
@ - s Ce 19668 1967 - 1968 - 1665 19731-’/
() o R e} — AT m o
N Ser. Ser- - " Sere - Ser- Ser.. - . . °
vices Army vices Ay vices Arnw vices Arny vices Arny
" Combat Losses (SN)10 8 20 b Ls-. k3w M by bs
Other losses .. 16 1 30 25 b 3% 50 3 R 27
oM™l - BB OB P ¥ OW.w BT U
57 A\'erage for the entire year; mrthly data pot available. :
: Adjusted to. exslude 26 helicopters presu’aed logt in CemYodian apers.tions.
3me~ OSD(Coaptroner) SEA Statis“ical u\mary, ‘ra‘bles 6, 3"0, 5L, e
RN CDBbuC deaths from helicabter iose es are lis.ely to de cline only.as sorties
::ee reducee:' garﬂe: uill .be rednced ml‘%y il the nurber of. available aircrort:
R redue urrzat. plans call ror a\3t, declj.m_ 1n "availabl he 3 b .
.- .. December IgT1, P € helicoptes Shro
:l.‘ ’ ‘. ‘— » ) s T . e i —.‘.A‘ '--,-‘
- ~;. '~'~.of th!;bz::et,d}exe:;czp»g deaths ere lxxely to accou'xt for ‘an ifereasing share
e a ) otal, as Othe" causes declire hurmh ccntinued US rederloy-

-
B W O P IT SR |
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US DEATI RATES Tl RUN: A FORECAS ST : %
&

Az analysis of US combat deaths in Vietnam frem 1965 to prescnt reveadle tuwo
bases for fOYCCuatlnbg ii
!

i

|

H

-~ A regular yonriy cycle which Py ks during early cpring ano c¢bos in lat: '
surmer and fall.

« The level of US troop strength which, during pericds of low activiiy, seexs
to cstablish a "flecer" or rinimum level of cembzt de=aths (additionally, norhosti_c
deaths also eppear to be purely a function of troop strengt th).

© . Using these two cLservations as a starting point, we estinated the rumber or
coumbat deaths by month. Th=.techinique (a ratio-trend methed) begias with last
year's data averaged around a given month and adjusts it for current trend ard
" magnitude. The results of this exercise are portrayed in Figure 1 which shows
. actual combat deaths (dashed line) and estimated combat deaths (solid line) over
.. a.Jour year period. Although the technigque appesrs to-work well, the uncertainty
associated with the forecast isstill great - tiie chances arc estimated to be one
in three that the actual number of combat deaths in any given month will be ocutside
the range we have indicated. .

he Fo'eca

\ ) " - <Duripg 3rd qir 1970, combat deaths averaged &7 per week the hth qtr 1970
" rate is currently 37 per week, o

. = We exvect carhat deaths to ranze between 29-54 pgr week darirp st gty 1972,
the sverage weekiy rate shtould be about 2, ‘.

- US combat deaths will probably reach a peak in April (but of much lesser
" magnitude and less clearly defined than in any year since 19&6 - about 50 cuzbat
deeths per week) followed by a gradual decline in Msy and June. The decline sheuld
continue through the second helf, reachins about 20 combat deaths per week in
Septemher or October. .

_ {a -In th- past six years, we have never averagcd fewer . thun G combat d»aths per
.7+ week per 100,000 men. At end November stréngth (sbout 37%,000) the computed mir-
57 .. imure-is 3k per week; at the projected strength lcvcl for next May (284,000), we
' :j'can expect the minimum to average 26 per week. ' . . S '

_*.- Apy given week may, of course fluctuate w;dely from the "stimate The
“numbers cited are averages that bhould hold most of the £ime. ‘Furthermore, 'the
T~estinates depend upoa repetition of the existing pettern of activity. . Pulicy
decisions by either side which would cauce actixity to run counter to its past

'pattern could render the forecast meaningless.

.- A word about nonnostile deaths. As' roted earlier, these secm to be strictly
‘a function of troop strength, averaging 3~4 pexr 10,000 troops per montk. With

' the continued redeployment of US foreces schedulsd for 1971, we expect nonhostile
dzaths to gradually decline, reaching cbout 23 poer week 1in June.

Lo cowmoewtL . 182
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et ‘ A TABLE 1
CARTOAST OF U3 COMERAT LEATIS IN RVN
(i\'c‘\.‘k,w I'-."-".:l'.'x-_',lf)
1971
dan feb Yer Avr ¥ay i

US Strefgth (00C) 3/ 332 320 308 296 284 20
eobat Deaths

T Fstimmted inimum 30 29 28 27 ) B
Estimated Total a7 43 L5 - 51 . Lo o2l

. Nonhostile : ‘ T i B . S
Deatts _ 3 32 a8 28 - 26 24

" potal Deaths . - - .68 . 5. 13 i 1 .66 . 58

. -fiscal guidance.
' _/ There is e 67% chance the actual value will fall in the range stated.

f -‘)A .'

S —t
-
. ~-
.
“x
.-
‘. -~ -
~ . A} -
Ca - -~ ’ . .
- - - -~ - e .. ' . .
. — - = -~ - - . - - - = - e = - : .-
R : ’ ~
"
.-

" “Rang= bf - L 29-k5  3be52 36.54  ho-G2 ' .. 32-k6  27-1

_ 3/ Straicht line reduction projected thmugh May; June figurc based on preiimirary
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NON-HOSTILE US DEATIAS IN RWN

Swmary, Non-hosiile deaths suastainad by US forces in Vietrnom are
largely a juration of fcrce strength. Unlike deaths resultira from hootile
action, non-nogtile Jeathn ghow no direet relation to the patterns and i¢vels

of ercwy or frie.diy activity.
An cnalysie of data from 1966-1970 also shouss

- We have avawaged 3-4 non-hostile deaths pa' 10,000 troops pur mth
for the last five years.

-ﬂmhasb«naclzghtmcmmwmbaﬁuds‘afh'mam . g

- 1970; preswmably thies is the result of incetivity (and relaisd morale pradb- - L
lm)mdthewcmaedpcmmtagcafmpportfomntuthnwpm : 1

' -rhclcmgcata le cause ofnm-hoctitc dnthchsmiamtzy o ,
Been aireraft losses (31% in 1870). - :

.-Anmmtwnofthcmcaofm-komlcdmﬁunmledno o

. 'c{gmfwantchmgcmthcpra«ortwndutomhmcmthapatfmycm. :

3 -Mismwm.ofcmcmthmmmka{e&, :
' i mttm are aatagoriud as honttlc or mu-bacttlc. e : .1
Det;ila ' B : B o »

The redeployment of US forces from RVH and the a.ésunption of the major :

burden of the war by GVN forces have brought about a dramatic decline in US ]

~ combat deaths. The declire has been followed. eloae.‘l: by the publi.. and
. observers of the war. } ) v
. m eoxiuut, non-hostile deaths mrfere_d by us rorces have got declired - ;
as rapidly, and this has prompted a charge that hostile deaths are deing : S
shifted to the non-hostile category to keep the combat death ﬁgu.re J.ow. U g

o The charge is without foundation. It ttens rrcn an inewplete under- .
standing of the factors iavolved, _ . . ; _ R

[

o

.. . . Fostile deaths have declined morc than 705 zrmthepeax reached duri:.:g e

© 1968 (4221 vs 14,592). But non-hostile deaths have remairned nearly steady; & J
last year they were only 5% below 1968 levels. {Table 1) ' This has i.ncr-ued : \

" the pon-bostile share of totsl deaths from 1B8.3% in 1969 to 30.%% ia 1970. - . =

... Tals is the atatistic that has d.rawn a notxce remtly, 1ea:ung to the .:m-ge LTS

. .
< s N . . . Cae L ot
N - - . .. . - . . N
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_ poesibly resulting in more mishaps during off-duly houra;

. to alcoholic beversges {end greater opportmitiea to use then) couid all contrib-

_and donsely populated US support installations as the war wiads down apd redeploy-

- 643 deaths per week, hardly a mmber to support a conspiracy _ugxment.

- . - B T e meetes e T el Ay e oy

FOR OFHCIAL Ut Uniit

Mostile doatha sre prirmarily a func.ion of th: terpo of military activity.
The nunber of hostile deating jer 1000 troups follews the well kuown trend of

-

~ — mflitary cctivity in RV, building to a peak fn 1468 and then drojping drarate '

fcally to the lowest polint in rive years during 1370.

J——

Neon-hostile deaths, on the other hand, are dircetly related to US trocp
strength. This 15 indicated bty the relalively steeiy behavior ¢f the numter
of rnon-hostile dcaths per 1000 treops in the past Tive years., The slight riae
during 1948 and 19(3 iz not tra result of auzber Jugnling but iz more likely
rclatcd to the following factorst

= trcops previcucly in corbat are ern;aged mere and rore in non-cocbat
related duties (e.g. maintaining cquireont, training, consteucticn). Accidents
related to thege activities would ccutribute to non-hostile death rates ani
could be expected to rise slightly,

' with rmr combat opera.‘ ions, more free Mmc is nvd.hble to the troo;s,

= the lovering of morale, the drug and race protlens in RVK and easy access
ute to a rise in non-hostile deaths;

- the nix of US forces has changed as combat troops are wvithdrawn more
rapidly than support forces. Combat trcops accounted for 29% of the total US
force in JUdy 1559; In Jumuary 1071, 244 cere combat trmops., Ry May 1971, come
bat forces in RVN will have been reduced by 59% coaned to an overall reducticn
ot 8% of total US farces. .

In short, a proportionately greater nugber of people are present in cities

pents and Vietnamization proceed. These euvironzeats are where deaths fromn aon- |
hontue causes are p.obably more llikely to occur. _ : )

o Pinally, if we ascume thai a "nirmal” level of non-hostile deatua sht.u.ld
be 3.7 per 1,000 trops per year (the average during 1966-1968), then the ratio
for 1970 shows an "inflation" of about 327 deaths during the ysor, or sbout
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HOSTILE V3 MIH)ITTIE DFATHS

(Yenrly bate

16

19€7 1068 1969 1970
. Hostile 5008 9378 1h552 941k h221
. Non-hostile 045 pYAg) 1939 2113 164
Total €053 1363 PULINY 1537 ToSs
Non-hoatile deatha
. ss 4% of totud 17.3 15.2 1.6 18,3 30.h
Leaths/1000 Troops &/
Hostile 18,42 20.96 27.85 17.8 110,89
Kon-hostile . 3.7 3.72 3.6k 4.0t © T lh.sh

TR e Eourcer 05D Gooptroller = .
s _/ Computed on a monthly Szsis '.1..1.. ‘wad of mnth atrenzth “end cmlating
mr the year.

Tadle 2 shovs no aignificant trendc or charges in

of non-hostile dcaths by cause of deaths, The largest single cause Sn’'the past
four years has been non-hostlle aircraft losses (abocut 30%).

TARLE 2
. WOR-HOSTILE DEATHS BY CAUSE

v . _ - {Percent of learly Total)

Cause 1967 s/ 1968 1963 1970 b/
Alrcraft loss 35 26 - o6 n
* Yehicle crash Z 9 T .6
- Drowning/suffocation n 10° 8
. Bumns 1 2 1. 1
© -, Illness ’ 8 9 10 . B
-’ Self-destruction s N 1 .- 10
H:ﬂicij; 6 ;2 22 7
Other ¢ . > .
| 0 ™ . x  1%
‘Bource: 0SD Corptroller ‘

v

e e/ Tea monthg data (March-December) - . ,
KRR 2 Eleven months data {Jaruary-Novexber) Lo :
cel 5/ Inclides accidental deaths not included in thl nel.-desmrtion and.
-, hnﬂ.cfda cutegorfn md’ deaths from miscellapeous JF- unknoun cmel. S

-——.

-

.. A dctd!ed exe=iraiion &f the ratio of non-hosule deaths per 1,000 »roo:»s
oa & moath by wonth basis sbovs that the rate has remained remarkably st
The ratio has pever been delow .Zi per 1,000 per month, or above .54 per' 1 C'JO
per month, Table 3 shows the minisum and meximusm value ¢f the ratio from 1655

' w 1g70.
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FOR OFFICIAL USE Ol
(\_‘) . TABLE 3

NOU=HOSTILY DYATIS I W
(aruths por 1000 2en por weath)

Duathe Per 1900 Poer Month
Minlrum Value 20 21 2h
Maxlrum Value L2 5k 39

Y
» A

.30

1968 1057 1963 1969 1970
28
'h3 .ua

Over the last five yeurs we bave averaged 3-4% non-hostlle deaths per 10,000
trcops per month. In oaly one zonth (July 1967) has the pumber risen to S per
10,000 prr month, ‘

A final obcervation: A trcop commander has no incentive to raport hostile
deaths as non-hostile, The latter are a sign of carclessncss and bad morale,
Cosnanders tend to get relieved for such thinga.
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COMAT_DLATIG. I SOUDEDAST ASIA

»

e i e siadh s e &

H Suryrary
- = apiing

. s

I'S combal diaths in Southract fAsia acve declined rar!. 20% frem tic
neak i .'rlc of carly 1262, After a declire Jollcvviw Tr2 1008, Vietmamcioe
ambat deatis l-w..k: ol f tn 13¢7 and carly 137°0. Timw pcakad sharely
durine the Camioaiot qrsl Lzosian campatma.

U Comlat Leatim:

-

PREIR Y PPV-SE

. = Have folloved an amnual eycle vhich dirinishes each year,

) = Shosed their most recent wium during the.syport of GV forces tn

- Laos. The increcse wcs e=tomaly mild comparcd to US laises is Cambodia aid
before that, during TLT '68. The minimal locses Aaimg Lam Som 713 ohnaunly
resulted from restricting US troors to a support role.

-Mmtugn’fmmtdwtmchUSWchmmndmm
o 1 - the scene of heavisct US main force action in past years.’

e ' .« MR ¥ combat deaths have declined to a point ulnu, in 1970, the ~ 4
cyclioal pattern broks.

A A S SR - AP e T G R
P , .

- MP 4 declimes are attnl\mrllc to the withdrami of-nﬂ us tm in
1968, :

) S b amd
A 7.')' .

Wotnaoresa Combat Deaths:

tng - Viainamese deaths establiched a bace level cf 300-400 per veak follouw-
. TCT '68.

dethmahd:hmplyabmwmmwm
wrpaigns.

et ok s & ol

-d&auttana

- Mm't Vistnomese ae killed in MP £ thon audun clu. Moet of tl:cu
are territorial foroes (RF/PF) recciving enany preesure as a cownter to
ARVR apcme‘.‘au in traditional enerry base cieas.

>l : ~-Apﬂwa1a.clyaqualmnb¢rofmm¢mtdnmacmmm'
b ’.M‘o

g

. - . h N »' S . A 1
e .'M Ca-nbn Death: R L e ‘.".‘_: L - :
T -A--; S = Doy dedtis shD B mmdnl d'anm::dmth dnrt';vak&dum; e .‘_-

Spring activity ond te tares vu.or mlsu:n Ma- (7 '8, Canbodian
opcmtwns. Lam Son 719). . .

FENPUCUPI LA,

y = Enomy deathe an: abaut MLJ dutrdutcd a-w M'c n:lttary

W cdie S mie aulrad Mliy? ar s @0 mani oty —u..Am:-“.,. Bhe tutms B m
<. R . .
Te - e ..

? . . ) -ﬁcdwntnndinauwmhrdnb«awpnbdlydmbkﬁctntagv
3 : of avoiding main force actions oorbined uzch tre reduction of IS trvelveent,
};. : . The dowmtrend is roderated by om increage in RVIAP i{mitiative in carrying :
s the. war to ths arvermy, SpPTAses . i 18:" .
) i - } crﬂ ml!T“’.L " ) R . '

I
. : - . . . .
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Detnalls

R ccrbat le-tls in J urkeast Azia have de2lined sharply in the past
three yoar:, o0y afe wcrsly A% Lelew the pead reahed in early 196% (L6
per woek in You Q4r 1371 va 3Tk per weer in let {Gr 1GGE).

J
Victnerored ~omd-t % ths delined rapidly during 198, after reachin:
an all Ulze b, G darany b onoemy's 3970 TET offenrive, Since 1907 they Lave
becn falrly steaty, intcrrupled by sharp upward surges during the Caxbriian
and Laotiin cperations,

US Coxbat Deaths

Graph #1 shows the cctibat death rates for free-world ferces in Southeast
Asia fyom the begianing of 1962 through the present. The curve for UG forces
shovas .

- A dowva trend over the last it jsars.:

-~ An anpual cr-le - higher KIA in the first half of u'-h year - pu'nlennc
the cyclical pattern of cnery activity,

- Each new cycleis lover than the past one and the nuct\ntxon of each nev
crle nu.w

- The most recent uptwn reflects increased combat activity, especially
US support to ARVN operaticns in Laos.. It is the smallest upturn in US
casualties associated with the three aajor military operaticns (TET €8, Csmbodia
aaé Lam Son T19).

Graph #2 shovs where (S cosbat deaths occﬁr.

- Military Rericn 1 has teen the ares of heavieat U3 mair force involvement,

and highest cesualties. It has also teen the region most affected by US r«le-
ployments, resulting in the sharpest downtrend in US combat deaths.

- H‘llitnr_-% Reﬁion 2 has never VLeer uhe scene of fighting on s scele cex-
parsble tc »R 1. presence and cctbat deaths ha . consiastently been well
below MR 1 levels. Declines as US trocps redeployed have been zere modest,

- The steady drop in U3 XIA in MR 2 ain:-e 1st Qtr 1969 1: the c.nbumd
result of US redeplcynsnts md a deﬁnir.e reduction in encsy acstivity. These .
two factors caused the cyclical pattern t> Preak in 197C, preducing an almc:t
lincar downtiend until this year. '

. IJ Deoths of the Regular, Regicnal mnd Popular Fcoces. No parazilitary or
civilian deatha are included
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. showing no dheonl‘alc trend during the rest of 1963. ‘ - MRS S
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= US deaths Lavc been lowest in MR L. Few U3 forces ever operated in this
ares. The withirawal of the US 9th Diviaitn left only about E5CO cczbat suppert
trucps and dropped US casualtics almost to rero.

A Foreeast of LS Cczhat Deathy

In Scptezber 1G(9, U5 scobat deatns dropped belcw 190 per week, They
have stayed below thut pnint--cxcept during O operatiocas in Caxlodin--and vill
protadbly continue to 4o so.

1n late Novechor ve atterrted to forecast U3 comdat deaths cn the basis
of historical trends and ~yvles of actfivity. Tabla 1 showa the six mcnth

forecast together vith the actual combat deaths of US trcops in the last
three oonths,

TANLE 1 | ' .-
FORECAST OF U CCMBAT DEATHS IN RVY
(Weekly Averaze)

1 5

B o ome  oar wy ome
Range 23-hs 34-52 3C-% %w.02 38 27l
Most Likely 37 b3 - us o 'Y
Actusl . 32 55 56"‘_1;/
(% Brror) : (k%) (283) (3=¢) (x : -
_FJ - Preliminary _
VYietnarese Corbat Deaths o ' ' ’ -

Assumption of the combat burden by the Victnamese shove in the nrarly

steady level of their casualties, interruptcd by sharp rises vhen they went .
into Casbodia and Laos. Returning to Graph #1: . . IR

- 1‘he highest level of victnuoae cexlat deeths occurred during tbe nt
quarter of 1968 (TET 68). 4

;aﬂct.aueu deaths then paralleled Lix] deatru (but nt. a higher level J mtjl
nid-1969. . g . .

-

= ¥hile U3 deaths continued their decline, ﬂetn.eu dut.hs oseil.‘uted, oo
- Vietr uun dezaths peaked Juring the Hr:t cpention in Cardedia lr.d,
recently, in Lacs (tut both peaks wvere about 229 below the TET 68 level).

oraph #3 thows _aere Vietnamese ccgbdat deaths ocowr,

. . - - T .-t
te ks, Bdem s nn i e W e le ms e - e afaRast e e S
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- MR's 1, 2 and 3 rhow nhout the sme levels, There is a gradual downtrend.
(Note thet, unlike Us deaths, MR 1 dnes not account for a high proportion ci
Vietnagpese KTA).

- M U ic a different stury. Wore Vietnamesc soldlers are killed there
than anyvhere elge--:nl the trend is un., Analysis of detallei data shows
that this resuitc i'rom:

-= Victnexese arcy operaticns in the tough eneny tase areas of the
delta. '

-- Enemy response by drirnging pressure cn territorial forces (I¥/FF).

A Note on Cardedian Combat Neaths

Csubodian casuelties have been reported only for the past 9 months,
Although the data is too recent to establish trends, we can cbserve (from Grsph
#1) that Cambodian combet desths have been slightly hisher th'-m U3 deaths in
each of the last three q\xu‘tera.

Total Pr.lendl} Combet Deaths

Graph # shows the total friendly combat deaths since the beginning of 1968.
I‘he increases inu the last year are the recult c"

- IB and Vietnamece deaths :ln Cmbodia in May and J- me 1970. . :

- Vietnmese deatha in Cex.bodia after IB troops returned to South Vietna.m,

" together with Carbodian casualties.

- Vietnues_e desaths in Laos this year.
- Territorial forces (RF/PF) deaths in MR 4. ’

Enuq Combat Deaths

Enew deaths are declining, although not as fagt as US deuths. Graph #5
shows: - -

- Eneny death:- follow the snnuil cycle.'

Hbm uptuwrns occm', 'r.hey are sharp.

.o

- Much more even distribution a.mons the ¥R's than friendly deaths.
'n:e trend in MR 3 1s most striking. This region accountad for the most -

eneny deatha from 1 April 1969 through 31 March 1970. In the last six moaths the
fewest enen;y were killed there, Graph ¥5 also shows:
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= MR 1 remaine conzistently high in encmy deaths,
- MR b does not reflest the aswober of eneny IIA one would expect fr-m the

. KRVRAF KIA flgures, shewing the @ifficwity of rooting hir cut of his guerrilla
strongh~1ds, .

o . e . -

-~ There is a dcfirite downtrend in enemy %TA in Mis 2 and 3. The trends in
MRs 1 ard I are mixel, but dcwm, i

- Many enemy KIA occur cutride RVL, 3Subiracting the KTA in Cartocdia and
Laos wuld praduce alrost a smooth downward curve for enemy KIA. :

A Fiaal Nate

P = Mudepr 4

Murh of the winding dcwn of the war is due to reduced US antivity in MR 1.
! US redepleoyments and reduced enemy nctivity lowered deaths for both sides, The
. Vietnazese forces in !'R 1 have not prosecuted. the war at its I’o-'x:\er level of

¥ . - latensity--but neither has the enery.

‘ MR 3's real progress shows in the KIA rates. The‘-cne:ny t.p;ea.rs.unnblé
i - to sustain activity. :

The war in MR 2 secems to Just drag alnné. Neither sidé hés ta’ken really ’
]-u-go onmltles there. neither side seems to have hurt tke other much. m

| P « . K. -7
U A In MR b the eneny has neld his losses to sbout the seme levels as in the “

: othar three regions winile exacting. 2 higher toll in RVIAF KIA. We feel ..hat -

3 _ insteal of directly responding to RViRAF initiative in his base areas (by
} standing and {ighting the GVN regular forces) the ener.w has chosen to: A

- Fight. the 'egula.rs only where he has the _edge, or has no cboice.

] ' ’ "= Concentrate on attacking the ‘erritorial forces and harassing civil:l.ens,
1 hoping to draw ARVN away from the base areas tc protect the populace. These
énemy tactics imply that, while he lacks the capability to face ARVN. he can

_ 8tlll fight a guerrilla war, inflicting high cas\ultiea cn R!‘/PP, parnmilitary
B S forces and the pop'ulaticn. .
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CONFIIENT!AL

T3 DEATY RATE III FVY

C .

A Fopecast FTor Juae-Dacerter 1971

In sid-Decemagr 1376, we atterpted Lo fureeast the level of US cechat
deaths in Vielnom.=/ it thot time we observed that two facters zewtablished
a basis for such a ferecast:

- The reguluy yearly activity cycle which peaks during ear‘.y .'"pring ard
ebbs in late sucmer cr fall,

.

- A relaticnship tetween US troop strength and ccxbat deaths.

Table 1 shows ihat cur forecast of cozbat denths was more accurate than
the projection for non-hostile deaths (the aversge absolute error for contat
deaths wes 154 compared to 21% for non-hostile deaths). Perhaps more important,
the combat death forecast accurately traced the moath-to-month pettemns. .

© The June-December Fovacast o : .

puring the next six months we expect US deaths to r'ef'lec":th- eyclical ’ 4
drop in aCti\uty angd cvntmued Us redep‘oynents. The forecast :ls that: » e

- lB ﬂombat dea‘hs will average about 35 Per veek 1n J’une, 25 per veek

- -

- Non-hostile deaths are expected ta decline steaduy #rom- about 21 per

A'weék in June to 15-per week in Deceaber s US troops redeploy.-. They will

pro'bably be well delow the combat death rates during the sulers B -

T - Tho non-ccudat death r°tc will eoual cr exceed the ccumbat death rate .
by October, .if vast patteris persist.

- - -

. Table 2 shm;s _the detailed fc»recast for ihe next seven months.
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To‘col deaths o : 56 L !t8 hS_- T 39 33 "31' - 28

L}
. . "
) CONFIDENTIAL 1
Ny ¥ . :
. () _ TAELE 1 o
7 FCIECLST Y ACTIVL US BRMES: Jendtay 1671 f
Letely &rerage) :
b]
Corat Deatls T Feb ¥ar  Aer ray :
Astuxl , 32 2% €1 83 37P
. Ferecast 37 L3 Ls 51 Lo
DitTfercnee - v5 -2 =16 -2 +3
rrror (as 4 . average »husiute
. of actual) +1C -22 -20 -h +8 error = 19 .
Hon-hostile Deuths ;
“Actusl ‘ 23 - 23 23 . '
Forecast , 31 - 32 28 . 28 26 . .
N Difference +6 - -2 -5 -5 :
=+ . Error (as ¥ of : o - averagc absolute .
-7 actual). . 433 6 . -2 .22 * error = 214 -t
P = prelicinery . - ) . .
TR 2 :
. ) . FORECAST OF US CCMBAT DEATHS TN RVH A
' . (Weekly Aversge) )
: _ i
June July - August Sept . Oct Nov - Dec s
: : - ST _ - . !
US Strength (000) af 255 © 42 220 218 205 195 164 ;
combst Deaths . .7 o . L b
Forecast weekly average 35 - 28 26 21 16 15 13 4
Range b/ ! 28-42 22-3 21-31. 17-25 © 13-19 12-18 10-16 HE
. N . . . * . .-t . 3
Non-hostile deaths .. . 21 . 20 - 19 18 17 - 16 15 . 3 .
1

.3/ Rouwnded to neerest 1000 uuly Augu..», eeptenher ani IIovember entries are

str'm’ght. “line *e«*ugtiorv thsed on SEA Deployment Program #13 which published £

. geals fer June, October and December, ]
/. There is a 673 chence the actual value will fall within this renge, "
v 3
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- GVN weelly death rate was abcut twicc the UZ weckly rate throughout
CY 1966. They also show that, while the GVi KIA fluctuated scamcubat,
"the US KIJA remained remarkably constant at 96 ver week throughout the
year, despite & 200,000 man increase L] US forces in Vietnam. ‘

. rate until the fourth quarier, .when the uV‘N veekly rate of .21 ger ) _
: 1000 excesded the US rate of” .27 per 1000 - . K

260 .50 | .

"If US weekly deaths remain constaut as forces increase, it is likely ‘
. that the GVN combat duaths per 1000 rate will ccatimue to excezd the __— : K
US rate (and-by larger amounts) in tae future. - T

CONFIDERTIAL

COMPARISOU OF US AID GVN CreIIAT DRATH RATES

/4./' YN ‘ V\~\~

//\"':' —— N vty i The yoenT
Pap 1000|nercognel

)
k*

Neathy

R = L
~,

xo by Iy &g

60 0o 6% 65 ‘ '

US _AND GVN COMBAT DIATH RATES P . N
(Weekly Average) ) .

1966
lst
Qtr
580.7

249 208
.:*:f . .:}6 N

- 1965
hth

Qer,
565.1

2ad
otr

585.&

1966
 Total

97,7
182

.30

2ra Uth
- . gr
602.9 617.7
_194
I DO
256.0 295.6 560.‘5‘ 281
9 9% 96 96
-39 o& 027 .

om |
Avg Strength(000)
(Reg, RF & TF)

. Combat Deaths

. Weekly Deatns/1000

161 165
Ed

211.9 ’
9k
SR

169.1
69
.

" Avg Strength(000)
Combat Deaths

‘Weekly Deaths/lCOO 3k

Py ey

The Cmbat Deaths per week graph and the table 1nd1cnt~. that the

. .The VWeekly Corbat Deaths m.r 1000 streigth graph and the table ~
ahow that the US weexly deaths per 1000 in CY 1966 exceeded the GVN

!
R A
"me' dita lndicate that tbe \,S-cabat dzlth rate 'is not.likeIJ ’to e '“j
increase as US forcas grow to peak Program 4 levels during CY 1967. . RN /

-
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Cﬁ‘h IDENTIAL k(

CCPARISON CP US AID GVY CCHBM. DEATH RAT=S

*

ol

Weekly Ccobst Deaths Weckly Comvat Deaths
250 50 ey A Porenpaal
\ .
A _Jowa NN v.a
\‘L o~ /|
4.8 « I A1 6V
150 v .30 —dy S J
| / | ++Y | |
100 /:.".==-—=ﬁ:.——.._‘ . .20
50 .10
W1 2R_3Q e 1Q TIOR3

T 1965 1955 1967 © 1965 ‘ _1956 . 1967

TR

US AD GVN COMBAT DEATH RATES
- (WMEEKLY AVERAJE)

C,/) N 1965 - 1966 _ N S
‘ . o ) hth | 18t  2nd  3rd  4th | Ave 1st
Qtr nr Qtr  ctr Qtr 1956 Qtr
GW ' _ :
T Avg. Strengta(0c0) 555.1 | 581.8 588.h 602.9 618.8 |598.0 |607.8
(Reg, ? & PF) . ] ,
Combat Deaths 2% | 208 160 165 194 1B 24
Weekly Ceaths : L . B i -
m sum ol‘h s o% 027 '-27 .3—1 030 a35
Af9g. Strength(000). 159.1 | 211.9 256 o 295.6 360.5 | 281.0 |417.2
Coubat Deaths 68 | 9 98 - .96 . -9 56 - 1163
- Weekly Deaths R U . . .
T 1000 Strength . .hQ .38 32 ?'li S N IS - R

Source: SEASS

The nusber of U.S. combdat deo,tha per week vas 70% higher in Jam.a.ry-
March 1967 than for CY 1966. GVN losses were up 18%. However, the GVN

. forces continued to lcse more men per week than the U.S. (214 vs 163).
I : ' The U,.S, weekly deaths/looo strength exceeded that of the GVE by 11
S reversing the relationship exi.tir.g in the last quarter of 19u6

R BONFIDENTIAL
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I_COMPAT DOATH RATIS

( ) COMFATISTH OF L AT MY
: . April. \!ay US garunt Jeaths por week cqualed GV ecmbat deaths for the
firss tire arnd wore wore than dauble the 1665 vukl,{ avernse. .

) san e m e e ' —-—-u—--—--?-'m
¢ > et

. . TALLE Y
, US AT cn-w" '»*f 1Y DATES
. 1505 11-3'3 1547
CoL T A, e
R - S TR B LSS L N - NN 1N & SN b R
e ‘- _Avg Stren gt;x: (200) ‘ o :
St e L BW (Begy RF, FF) -565.1 | 581.8 S88.4 602.9 618.8] 598.¢ [509.1 FOO.L
: Us -~ 159,11 "11.0 296.0 295.6 ¥1.o] 281,72 Ju18.6 Ach.T
. . Combat Doaths . R -
P ) e 249 12087 1681 0 (165 19k {182 jeak 025
e _ GW/US Ratio ... ) 3,651 2,81 1.64  L.72  2.021 1.30 1.,_ 1.01
s Veexiy Death/1000 Strength ] T
S GVN Lo 3G -y T .31 30 o35 37
TN X 'JS ’ ) ."0 4 'u" 'm ~ -? .a 031‘ 039 .“9 .
(_/ - ""jtxa Ratis : _d.0f %2 .| .8 5] M| .90 .70

Source: SEASS Trble 1, 12 June 1567, ard Table 2, 13 June 1367,

™0 key pointa shfmm ve noted from ..he abm table und. tbe grephs on the
next pnse - . L]

R . >

. J.. Unleaa us lossus levelwoff :w cw losses sha.rply climb, the US w"l .
comeistently suffer asore losscs p-r week than will the GWil. US combat deaths per’
weeh' bt a rev 2-a0nth peak of 223 in April-May and s new dne month peak of 272

" ip- May, 2 April-May weekiy average -'s.. more thaa double “he 1966 uveekly average. -
G'W dt..aths wlnle up ‘L” fr:xn las‘ 5car ' average, were stm below Lth Q CY635..

. 2. 'I‘hf gap Letween US md ':W c.n. &t de-r‘u v-r 1-000 \.roops ia browi-zg..
e US w.--vcly death rate per 1000 ..tre..‘.vh in Aatu-&m ex“eeded the GVl rate by

ST 325 (=49, vx'.37). copazed-to 21 in JueAnr and 13% 12 €Y 6. The gap 1n Aprila

T May is almst as grcnt 83 in Apr*.l-J“r.e T96€; duriw the *-Jr*..‘a;.. a? *-he "st*u:r-le
-7 movementf. . _ el T L -

~ X
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. ¥rekly Coetat Deaths
Weekly Covbnt Maatliy Per 1p00 f-rsoprel
250 s——fp—p—t—t—"t— .0 —+——t—1

.20 L o e
N 4
504 S N .10 4 ]
s . ‘ . ‘ . i
L - 3 [ 4 1 . I 1 b bl i ] H
) ] % 4 4  §  § ¢ ] | . ;
By 1Q 2Q 13 .4 o Apr b 1Q 2@ 3¢ 4Q 13 Apr )
19%5 1965 1967 Muy . 19C5 1965 195T May
s GVY Cowbat Demtts/. (oW Weekly Death/1000)/
US Comhat Deaths (US Deaths/1000)
h‘o : *—Jf : : -+ l_oh + -4 : T -:
loe.h ) ! . o )

1.0 \

"<
D

‘.’“. ’ .-‘ ‘1
- * 5
- d - - 2 2= - - - . i
| - -t 1 _n_ ' [ L 1 L [ 3
. SR ] 1 L] nd . 1) 1 § - |  § s .

- 4§ e <R A} by 1T Apr 4 1Y o 350 WL 18 Apr
1985 1966 1967 Bay - . 1965 196 1967 Hny 4
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- Source: fEA Statical Surmpary, Table 15,

tizes the. U.S,

shovs ‘promise of returning to 1965 leavels, _ o ‘ {

- wounded, Statistics for U.S. missing and captm-ed arc updated mk]; to show
the current situation an.b _ , - .
R counomnu D 0
- - v = . ) _205 ]

B Sl atmab SR R e st e BN
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COMPARIGON CF_FRITNDLY CAUALTIFS IM VTITUAM

Cuzulative RVEAF XIA since 1660 iz four tices the U.S. total, but tic

e -

U.S. XI\ ratc has riszen stendily and is comparable to RVNAP for 1367. fhe
U.S XIA ra%t is well below the Korean War pesk but exceeds the 1952-53 i
Korean fipgurea. ' q
TALIT 1 :
FRIEDLY CASUAITISS I SVH ' f
(Yeerly ‘totals) :
. . !
. . J Omhtj'le ‘
60 6 6 63 G _65 66 67 Totald/
U8, | o o ;
Fillead/ - - L. 31 718 147 1369 5008 s5680 1232%
Wounded a—"/ - 3 78 k11 1039 611k 30093 3738 7122
Misring/Capture : . 661
Rv\v -
“Xillead/ - 2223 Look BLST 5665 TMST .u2hk3 969  61Th 50692
. Wounfed 27683 549 7195 11L88 17017 2318 20975 16319 1043k9 1
Missing/Ciptured 2515 3233 1270 3137 60% T8 3263 1333 28655
. Toird Mation I S O . ‘
CC Kledy T 1 31 s68 so . 1168
Wounded . ' ‘ 139 1591 1281 3011
. Missing/Captured ' 18
. . &
y Includes Died' of Wounds; excludes non-canbnt deaths.
174 'rhmsh July 31, 1967.
_/ currently niasing and .192 currently known to be capiured.

ccupcntin

N’;.uen August 8, 1%7.
and _"mm Naticp Casualtics Vietnam." .

- . . . F

. Table 1 indicates tbat the RVMAF cumulative xi:l_lod. iz wcre than four .
However, U.S.- KIA increascd . more than three and & half tizes {
from 1965 to 1966. If the number of U.S. KIA for 1967 contimmes at the rate R
for the first half of the yeas, the yearly total vill be twice that of 1956. . .
Tre RVRA® XJA statistics dropped between 1965 and 1966, but the 2967 rate

Pigm'ea for woarded cauzct be compu-cd because the U.S. counts all sba
are t.retted. vhile RVRAF and third natiocn forces rouzt only the seriously

S
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Table 2 telow compures fri:ndly KIA per 1700 friendly troop strensth.
While U.S. and Third Nation killed in 1347 have alrealy excceded their total
KIA for 1766 and EVIAT has not (Taule 1), ali three proups show an Increase
in KIA por 1000 tro .8 in the firet two quarters of 1,07 over tle last three
quarters of 1GG.  Tris reflects the inoreasel eralat activity in 10637,
Barlicr hi.h RIA rates cuch as fourtn juarter 1505 wnd Pirst quarter 1986
alsc reflect hich loreis of ..u-L t acsivity. .S, slA per 1CC0 trorps
reached a rceord Nl h of 9.3 in second jiarter 1067,  Tuc RVNAF vatic ves
highest in 1949, \.‘o“pcd in lu 5, aud is up again irn 17 at 3. 8 though atill
well below the 1595 rate.

TARLZ 2
IRISHDLY XIA PER 1CO0 TRQOCP3 1IN 3w
T (uarterly Totula) i ‘
1985 ' 1966 - 1.7

[

R 72 W 261 892 1204 1267 1250 -12W7 2126 2773
Stmnathy (000) 26 L3 105 169 21 256 296 362 kK19 Ll

KIA[1000 troops 2.8 2.9 2.5 53 5.8 5.0 &2 3. 51 6.3 ‘
e/ 2535 251 223 TP 20 3 o6 2 ‘
<1 2623 1 2148 2525 2722
Strengtt® (000) 610 613 650 B 695 aggg 79 730  TRR TR5
© KIA/1000 troops k.2 4.6 ko b7 39 3.0 3.0 3.5 . 3.8 3.8 \
ird Katicn - . - . . . : S : 1
) 191 % 106 170 226 2u 4
strengtn®/(000) . - 23 29 33 52 53 sh '
KIA/1000 troops - _ 83 31 29 3% B3 b

g Quarterly total.
Quartarly average.
B{mrce: o © “tutyucnl Services. ‘!ables 1l and 2.

&

Another comperison of combat dcathz 1n shown in Table 3, Iriendly XIA '
per Battalion Day of Operaticn. The ratios cf all three grows in the lost four '
quarters are very similar with U.S, increasing slightly, RVRAF cdccreasing '
slightly and third nation showing a variatle pattern.- Ail range between 3 and
-:i S ge)e: battalion day with ore exception (Third lﬂt.ion in 3m quurter 1966

. - o - I .., - . ~.
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L
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TADLE 3

FRIWDLY Y74 P TATUALLON DAY & OPERATION II SV
((nal -t ."l‘.' "ul&l!j

108 1954 1067
U ¥ U € U S * L U U
U.c.
“KIA 260 8y 1224 1287 1250 17 21X 2773
En Day - 787 1834 228 3021 MASA 6092 6637
m/mw - 1 7 la ._-6 -k .3- -ob -b
RVIAP ’ :
- T KIA 2623 3234 2701 2095 2248 2525 2776 2732
MmbDay - - k973 bs1) 5279 6291 5543 S0 | 8108 8851
KIA/Bn Day ST S 3 WA 3 3
Third Kation ' ‘ -
KIA 191 90 106 179 226 230
"Ba Day ‘ 128 513 621 MY 76 58
m/anm 1.5 .z =3 h 3 b

Source: ~OSD Statistical Services, Table 2, and MACY mnm-y Report, y.Acv'
Weekly Summary, sand OPRCP 5 iround Cperations Beport.
>

1 Korean -war vs. vumn cowpa.riton of U.8. m per 100Q tyrccpa (Tn.ble LY}
shows that we are still well bdelow the ratic reached at the height of. the
Korean conflict in 1350-51 (21.0 vs. 6.3) but above tha 1952-53 rates there.
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TABLE &

KORFA V3. VINTUAM
U.8. KIA Per LCCQ Troops

1350 1331 199

3. _53 1) 24 _3: k3 12 2% 32

EORFA

295h 3807 3ok 3135 173h 3020 926 92k 1311 1641 1021 1ME

ol ]
Force Strength® 162 181 220 256 280 286 233 3¢ 305 238 297 30

. KIAf1000 Troops 8.2 21.0 14.1 12.2 &.2 10.6 3.2 3.0 k3 5.5 3.%

1965 w6 1y
A8 23 33 By 13__9_ 3qﬁql 19 29

VIETIAM - C : . ' :
_KI.E“; : 72 1k 261 B8y2 122!; 1281 1250 12&7’ . 2126 27
Force Strengthd/ 26 49 105 169 212 2% 266 362 .. W9 MTS
KIA/1000 Troops 2.8 2.9 2.5 5.3 5.8 5.0 k2 3k 51 6.3

ar  Querterly totals.
)Qxarterly mra.se.

Sources: "Korcl - GASD/SA, Jan. 9, 1967, U. 3. Forces - By Iocation and m."D/Hanpwer,
gasuut;gs Incurred by U.S. Military Perscnne " 13 Dec 1)66, revised
Jen 1967. .

* Vietram - OSD Statistical Summary, Tables 1 md'a.
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S VERSUS AN OWRAT PrATHR "’*"I‘ D PATA

MACY rrcently proviied infermetic.. which 1n~=i~»tes Lhat FVUAF combat deabs
are about 20 hicher . r.'n\i*u.sl' POLS rrod.if e aew data {arperentiy pro-
vided by W\C‘.’ Jl) 1ncdy Jey Shoeo pegcidarn rozicac) ana popalar ‘o" = personnel

«ho die of vas.  ThLre lzsoes wers 8t freluded 4n pravious VATV talfonotion
. uysed iz prige reloases nng 207iaial OOF recerds (<hist duta ectes t‘xcm ATV
Certat Cpora-icus Centar woedly swemories). MASY roiports that the JL figures ore

rocic
accurate and %he cones wileca should %e used, Vo snill have somc questlons sbout
<nem and are requesting wiiizlenal claritienticn. In the meauti:ze, the new
rigures are sufficiently largsr than the efficiel weshington figures te werrant
interir ccrrent. C . : . . . -

Table 1 shows that the new figurcs for 1265 exceed thz old figures by 2309
or 1% (12,378 versus 34567, For 1947, through Auzust, the RVIIAF XIA figure
. increages by 2015 or 297. Tavle 1 also shous that, using the revised figures,
SNIAF combat deaths excecd US coxtat deaths during every mornth through August
1967. If wve use the old {and still officiel) figures, US deaths exceed RVEAF
desths in May, June, July, and September 1957, Graph 1 1llusirates the
© difference, ' . : ’ . o

~_MNoreover, Graph 2 and Table 2 show that use of the revised figures reverses
our previous finding Shet US combuot deaths per 1,000 streagth consistently ex-
ceed RVKAF combat deaths per 1,000 strength. k‘1th the new dets, the RVUAF
.,sr ) Sigures excehds the US Tigure in every quarter excert 2nd quarter 1¥G7.

'.'.'ABI"" l
US Versus RV'AT Crcmbat Deaths )
: o : ' . C L 1965 _
1956 Jen Feh Mar Apr May Jon Jul  Aug  Sep Oct Hov  Dec = Total i
R A1 e 433 " 5C6 311 W52 503 L35 395 419 330 h73 432 49069 .

RViAF s . v
“MATV J1 903 1359 1145 945 951 1165 1006 832 803 1103 1076 1050 12378 ..
: T™HT 1016 938 ST 661 * 860 860 TR. 566 906  Bou 515 - "gh69

0 T : : —%7 T Tot Ttru A_
i 512 - 658 943 710 1232 828 781 " 535 T75 732 . 878 - i
RVIAF: * . P . - . . .
w\CV/Jl 996  guk 1427 1151 1354 139 '863 117, NA A 0 KA - 901.1 g
887 T8 935 1026 . T7L . 85 -7w.._753_'u12 LTS e LT
_[ 0SD SSA Statistical Sumnary, Table 2. Based. on U«CV Ccn..at Obc*ations cbnter .. . ;.. ‘_;;" .‘-:._
- reports ir Weekly CpRep 5 sm.aries. . Do . o L -

Y

Q. cowmmNAL gy

4."—
»

» I * . T y LIRS ".-'.“"\ AR ! B -
[ ST e e Vo .'Q\' T e
PN S TRy ™ 3 .‘;N’,, .-u‘ _".‘ A \.h.«-.&ud.)l..g'-‘-‘ N i R amia ‘AL“‘LL A e L




CONFIDE! TlnL

bl “1‘,‘( Sl

b ]

" LI

T2, 32

19"1‘)

RV“Ar

8') -t

R
1

e

Ireak

“J

-hc--‘

Ay Comant itauths
1.

For 103 Forgerael
bl L 3 I
T T ¥ L

'10 o~ -
] L [ | |
. o v 1'
16.2%7 '3 by 1Q 23

1966

guarter is an average oY July asd August only. -

Avg Streagth (\.0")

(Ress L F)

Caev Combat

Te.

- Deathsficex .
-MACV J1 Feeidly .
-Dutbs,'lCOO '

C..J CCt."*a.. o

Deqths/seek. = "~ %

Us and GVi

“‘Ii'*é'd

W Combat Depth ‘?ateq .

1st

{Weekly Averare) -

16565
3rd .
Gtr

han

QLr

1956
Total

- 1st

1967

L1967

- end
St

ira

Qtr

581.7

238

" 203

L 602,9 §18.

: ~‘.3h.' b

8

59T.9

T

Ly

- 609.1 607.6

213

Qtr

. Cardat Deaths/deek -

ke-tl,'; Teaths/1000

.-

.

~

. ..3,‘

A TPt < <opn PP % | VY SPT B P W WS

s U

_/ Fvg Tor July aucAu-us,. S .
O ... . COWFIDEMTiAL

163 - 213
L3

.os‘ee,y,,.. . . . l - - . . M
" Deatas/ 1.00 .3 27 U LET .31 W30 35 .35 .23
a..‘S : e - - . N L. R
Avg streng‘.h (ooo) 211.9 255.0 205.5 350.5 28L - k12,6 k2.5 4oZ.O
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. sti’eng'th exceed the US rate in all but the rirst and second quarters of 1967; ", '
. only the second quarter of 1967 saows a siznificant difference {.U8 to .u4l). - :

COLFIDELTIAL

US VERsUS n-,‘l" COVEAR PUATES:  COPSECTMD namra

Fina?l eorrvecdsns arf MACY datr shew Lrat ewnjirmad RVRAF eomiet deatta
during 19856-£7 wavs 257 hivier them the efficial «""D Flourea ircicated. The
data also tndicats tiat BYAP vl US ermbat csaths per 1600 troomn Lerc
closaly cormural:le Jurina 1936 onid 23€7,

In Dlecember wa ro p':rted on refined MACV inforxatlon indicating thaet
RVRAF combal drathe wore aboud 0% Migher ihon previously reported. The new
data (provided by MiCV JL) inclulod died of wounds losses for regular,

regioral, and popular forces rersonnel., Died ef wounds losses were nct ia-
cluded ic the previsus MACY infermation used ia press releases and official
0sD records (that dete comes from MACYV J-3 oporatioaal smmries).

Additionai MACY refircu-ent o1' the RVNAF combat death data haz eliminatcd
GVN civilian cambat deaths which were included in the December figuresc, The
figures now excced the OSD official 1906-67 figures by 23%. For 1966 Table 1
-srows that the latest MACV figures exceed. the OSD figures ty 2,48% or 254
(11,953 versus 9,463). For 1567 (through November) the RVNAF combat death
figire exceedsthe 0D figure by 1,832, or 20% (11,513 versus 9,631). In absc~
Yale murbers, RVNAF combat deaths: e:scced US combat deaths during every wmenth
except May and July 1367. If we use tke old (and still official) figures,
US dexths exceed RVIAF Ceaths in May, Junc, July, snd Septembar 1957. Graph
1 shows that total RVIAF weekly combat deaths exceed US qmbnt deeths c.\.r.tug .
-every qus.rter of 1960 and 1967. . ] :

o

Grnph 2 and Table 2 show that RVNAF combst deaths per week pea 1000

Tae OSD (MACV J-3) data shows US combat deaths per 1000 troops eonsis..en..ly
exceed EWAF chribat deaths per 1000 troops. N
_ In view of the- high degree of concern that the netnmnese forces curry
their share of .the load in fighting the war, it is clear that the refined o
MACV figures should be reported regular]y and used as the oﬁ‘icial figures a

[ 3
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a/ OASD SEA Suuu\‘:xcal Cuznary, Table 2.
reports in Weekly CpRep 5 mrmaries.

i x _ CONFIDEXRT!AL
TABLE 1
. U3 Versux RVIAF Conbet Denthy,
: _ 176
1066 Jon  Feb  Mor  Anr Moy Jua Jul  Aig Sep  Oct  NWov  Des  Tot-d
Us 3T N33 e il MG 503 @35 aup kg 330 w3 b R
¢ RVNAS: .
MACV JL 903 13%9 15 ci5 as51 1185 1006 914 &3 8% 907 ot 11553
& T 1016 938 57T €51 650 B3O F22 66 906 80w BaS GhE9
150 o7 T L ANy ow
O, 512 658 43 TI0 1222 &8 AL S35 TT5 T3 O78 8uls
NAF 3 . .
MACY J1 910 885 1057 1184 981 675 1068 1090 1066 1299 11513
=Y 8 M 18 935 106 TIL 666 B T 753 u22 051

.Based on MACV Coxbat Opeuuqu Center

TABLE 2
-~ Revised
Py us and RViAF Coobat Dralh Retes
{ )_. - (Weexly Average) ) .
‘15t omd 3rd. ht.h 1066 Ist - 2@ " 54 Oct 2967
Qi.r Qe . Qtr wir Averare Qtr Qtr  Qtr Qtr Averc.=
. Avg Strength (000 . :
(Reg, R* & F) 581.1 538h 602.9 618.8 597.9] 609.1 607.6 613.3 625.0 [€13.8
& .
X MACV J1 Combat - : : . S
¥ Deatha/Neek’ -262 238 209 m 20 | 238 2083 28 21 j2kk
» ° NACY J1 Weekly - ' .
Delthl/lm ) .hs .IK) 035: : -‘3" .38 ﬁ :i}_ n% .~3 nho.
’ ‘.‘_-‘ : ﬁr ) ot .
: Avg su-ength (ooc) 211.9 2560 295.6 3605 281 | M12.6 Mh2.§ %62.0 466.6) W6
Combat DeathsfWeek 9 98 96 .96 | 96 ] 163 =213 161 185 |ian -
Veexly Deat&:g/]_.ow Lk 38 .32 27 ) 3| Lo k8 35 o
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Provd ancligda Spiistton that US rowrrrrel killed in cotiom (KIZ)
in Jouth Viatua=m Juring LICA mav monpeash 20,000, and Il rurmicra |
- Py .o ., ., o N JUEN tee total AT RIS .
the 19¢7 ta'1: (n Jurne., ‘craover, {n Vivewtar 195 otal L7 .
- v g likelw o arcead tie ¥nremm dar total of 33,023, In tre ..r;'mm: Far,
L rora 115 1ere ¥illed Fafara tha neantietioma (70,820) than after the lecar
Ui (12,700),

‘;
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‘0 Throuch 15 My 1608 there have boen 7,556 US KIA during 1968. Ac
thiz rate (385 per wesr) thore wiiy ke 10.70,000 US KIA during 1968 and
) -+ the 1657 totul 02 9358 w2il by wgeccd ® v sl An additicnal projection®
e : . based on monthly US KIA data vom January ‘57 through April 1968 yields
N Ty .t oothe came 1968 total.” Table 1 choup. tnar tr, Jovemtsr the praojected totals .
ST .7 VIl exceed the Korean Wer tatal oy (3,033 U3 RIA. 0 - B

o o - © L TARIZ 1
e " PROVECTFY 3 KIA - 1568
(. o cooaste® L protected o -

— "1 7 7 .Throuth Jan-Apr |. } Tl

<

1667 v6B | May Jun  Jul - M:q_,n ort

peee

15067 - 626 "f 1612/ 1525 15 160 1698 i

.

. tom . . B A
va  Total 15967 22223 |23690 - 25215 26797 28L37 30135- 318

C 7 af Sourse. Table 1, 0SD(C) SEA Statistical Suxmary. oo '
e E/ ' 1 Mey-figuse vy ot a5 bigh

By 13 May't e actual XIA already exceeded 1300; the actua
a8 2500. v S e .

. A . L o . Jode
w0 . ... -, Txble 2 (and the January 1967 projecticn above) indicates “iai the

T Lo U factors produting the high 1963 US KIA rates have been oparating stfce

.. 1. 0% the end of 1965, \S KIA Increarei abruptly ia 1966, -dcubiad"sudienly in

T e L7 oy - 1967 and agnin in 1083, Tne avérase weekly KIA retes arer 1986, OF per -

oLl ey 1967, 130 per weer; (1688, 385 ver wick, ‘Horegqyer, 2ach jrcreass

..t T .- occurred-ms-each year Bezany tar quarterly rangs oor <ach yoor 13 rarrow,

e s. = T . Pleally, ©F strosTe increasse doenot.azsowdn Loriwhe amut < parvire— -

L & oo votaf she KFA increazes.  iNac, the openlng o each srnual VO/NYA wintere -

% e TVl T . spring cammaign Ay have siznalid’s sicaiticant incrénae v Ghe sooy's

. effort- Lo ini'lizt: US.¥IA, dnd 2 <o responiing willingsss 1o agcept hegvler

ST ST N T omsualfies themsqlves in .orier to-do Lt_.l DAL

LY »-4’_-.:._ T Lo G .
- .. PR B - . — N Y R . Al . . ~ - .
ol st * L_tneur_ regression. . - e

.t W

. ':4. - N .
- . - LM e - . -t
P .
: N C
. -

e B L COMRERTIAL )

»
_r.

* P
[N
.- . 8

Tee . s e ..

ga~ e

T oy
s E ! 3 e e -

. . P - A i . . 3 Y

LI - - . . i . -




“"w
CORFIDENTIZL
o~ : TABLE 2 T g IR
: v B
. - L. -, ‘ ‘
wér ) L3593
R LR S | 3% 32 o S I
.| US KIA 135 wxy o w3d 1novkd | oama 2o sowmd o 233 | nIny
- Avc ug i /
Ly (y\c) 32,3 2730 Bh3G3 530,12 | i05.3 byT.e 4537 sG] ocol.:
v \IA/J(‘O | RPN S-S U Y 5.2 6.3 W& 5.1 .7
&/ Source: Table X, OSD(C) SEA Ctavistionl .,u.*::nr: - ,- . . L A
b/ Estimated,
2/ 2ased on actual sirungth through tarch and frogran 6, Chn@f I (t 'n.ative) .
through Docorker. i
Prc and Post kircotiations CuSus tiss - Xorean War _
Casualties during the Korean Wir were extrerely heavy during the
. first year and ruch lower thercarter. Daspite .frequent statemonts to
= . . . the contrary, Tuble 3 shows that the US KIA rates after negotiations )
- began in rdd-1951 were much lower (avarage 500 KIA per mrt.h) than befors -
the negotiations (l?OO per month). The misunderstanding stems frow thne
P system used. to account.fon about 6000 US mem who alsappeared. during ine
K ) Chinesc~Communist offensive 'in Cotober-Decenber 1950. These men were
N— "1 1isted a= missing ia action until the erd of tke war. when they were N ;
reclassified as xilled in eetion. When the publicly released casualty '
~data are adjusted retrospectively, lssses were much heavier prior to
‘negotiations (& 0,929) than a.:ter (12,700 KTA). - . R .
: B - R A" . . N ° . _:
. . . TABZE3._;:.‘. e ; . :; . 'j 5
| US_CASUALTSES TY NOPEA =~ - e i
Killed Tal .. Wounded . ..
T Monthly LT Monthly - -
< Actu!'_l Average Actual Average .
. R s_ . . L -
S 1951 20529 X s LT isagrs e s ,
. e .1552 L o;g? A 261 ~§6630 ~22%9:"’ B
| Tl 953 4 July-1953 T - 5963 - ch59 o T 2;5 = e 1038w, c g
- Total 3 903 * -0 103038 | L 2TE
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-RVNAP XIA IN 1968 : .

Summar.. RYIAF easualty data recently iransmittad Dy
NACY tnaicate that 1365 RVNAF combat deaths are rcarl_; §a%
higher than figurea prev viously held in Washington, The wavw
data also reduce the overall enem u’frundly ki1l patio for
1962 by mearly 205 with a 305 cu: during taé 1968 Tt offansive,
and show that RVNAF conesisitently takes grealer losses than

Amgrisan or 3rd Ration forces.

SN At Dl g alhi Al aira.

MACV recently tranvmitted completely revised 1963 RVIAF casbalty.
statistica to Washington. The revised MACV data are final verified -
statistics compiled from ad=inistrative socurces by the Vietnarase Jojint
. General Stuwff. Statistics hell in Washinston were based upon uplated ’ i
OPREP-5 weekly reports but accurate RVHNAF casualty dut.: ure not avoilable '
guickly enough to bde included in the updates. .

Table 1 presents & comparison of final verified data with thé ‘ . }

" OPREP-5 data for 1968 RVNAF KIA. The final verified statistics show a

total of 25,265 RVMAF KIR, 2n increase of L3% over the 16,353 reported by

. opesaticial sources, This meens that OPREP-S accounted for only 67% of

. RVNAM KIA with monthl: ﬁgurea rmsing Traa 5k to 84% of the final miﬁed :
. totll!- . . .

éOhﬁ’ARIéON QF RVNAF VERIFIED 'AND O!RBP—ﬁ?/ XIA MER‘% FOR 1368 .

Jan peb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Qct Nov Dec Total

" Verifiea 2662 L52h 2238 1562 2977 1702 1206 2051 1850 7L 1257 1225 24265 -
" OPREP-S . 149 2443 1544 1312 12§2'1361 -828 122&’4 1538 678 849 832 1635 3 Lo

. Differemce 121320&1 6% 2501008 335 3?8 5&7 32293 hos 393, 912

.$Re§°fted1h' : oL
i OPRER-5 -Sks’o.698ho680697h 8370686367..

 Bource: OASD(C) Statistical Setvices. « .- o .

s/ Includes Reguhr, P.egioml and Popnlar Forcen. )
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U - The large imrvm; in RVNAFR KA af ~11‘1mr‘.13 1nwers the cversll encr;,-/
frienily xill ratio. 1/ Az shown in the grapi and asracpanying tahle, tie
overall kill ratio i, reduced fram 5.7 to 4.5 or a drop of 19%.. However, the
corrected 1538 rutio is still abdove the 3. 8 regorted for 1997. * The moaths of
and the kill ratios in the last quarter of 1%%3 are al.iv markedly reduced

Table 2 indicnbtes thal RVIAF KIA were €634 mere thon UT KIA and exceec:d
tnem in every month during 1968, Tuble 3 shows that RVIAF wiso sufferod pore

RVNAF vontinues to vear the heaviest turden ol combat -c.ths in the conflict.
_ © TABLE 2 '
TS usmnmmmvcnlgsa

T o J’a.n Feb Mar_n_gz_xx.mn Jul AugJOCtmeec Total
RESIEN -A_‘uam‘__'zzoe 2124 1>h3 2410 2169 uhs °131080 1053 600 703 Th9 1h5%

+ .. ' Source: U8 = ou:(c) Statistical Services SEA suustiw. Tables.
) " s RVW - "L"xu veriﬁed JCS data (Fxcludes ptmi.litarv turces).

(CIDG, lat.imal Police, etc.). .

RVIAF 2662 g2k 2238 1562 2977 1700 1206 2091 1850 G71 1257 1225 24265

e L AL, SOu.rce- s;rength, us m, 3::! x.-.t.icn m ol msn(d) SEA Statistiral sm

[ L ome -

Jaavary ant February /Tet orfenzive) show the crarpest reduztioas {21 4n mcn)

. o " KIA per 1000 averuge strength than either Ancrican or 3rd dation forces.’ Heane,

e \.'_ e _.A.'. : . ] ) . ..‘

... . rIAf1000 AYERASE STRENGTE - 1968 o I

Lo T . wW . . RMF 3D FATION .

Approad.mte Avernee I o -

e Sf-rcnath (00) o osRT . o6 0 63 y

‘ "_ wm e T aksge S ke T o9

. m/moo Avenge B A S S RS B R

Lo S*renzth _ o ,2_7,-‘7 S R N ;5-5 .

37";.-"*?- Cv ot T S NVRAE XA Jcs'-nml-nunm daths :
. . N ‘e ‘ o ) RO
. B : S ' - h . ' ) L N . x¥
: y RVNAF 1ucludes R gu].u-, Rﬂgj.oml nnd Papnlu rorces hut nct pu-a. oy '
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émn Feb BT Aer My Jum © Jul  Aug 8cp Ot Mov  ue
Jah Peb Mer Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dek Total
.Verificed
. Data 3.8 59 b5 ko k6 3.5 3.2 B.8 h2 50 k8 47 U6
- Werntimal T . ] _
) Data 5.5 a.s_ 5.5 bA 5.7 b .5 5.7 8.7 6.1 6.1 5.8 5.7
" Sources: 18, 3rd nation. vc/xm KIA - 0SD{"." .:2A Statistical Summry,
e o RVNAP OPREF-. reports for operaticnal,
T -; : SV¥ JCs (mcv message trasmttul) for verirfed.
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The reporting system 1c being moiified so that rinel verificl RVIIAF .!atn
will e trancmitted to Washington as sosn as it becomes availadle {two monrns
after the reported mcnth). In the meantimc, ali operotlonal data from OPREP-Y
snd OFREP-5 should be considered preliminary and not reflective of actual
RVIAFP casuslties,

For our readers' inforration, we have prepared the attached 1763 couatry-
wile sumzary of RVIAI casualties which moy b2 detached and added to your ro-
cords (‘Iable ).




- - - -wQ.-u - - o v —W". I‘J::Ln‘l ﬂ: AUt B SR ‘:.-"lc""'a“’-:-"""'"‘t"ﬁ
' TARLE &
RVIAP CASUALTIES - 1063 -, .
(Final Verltied durb:irs) -
Jen Fep Mor Ace NIy Jun Jul Aug Cop et Nv fea fotel
Rerular Force )
XIA 1134 2632 1227 879 1726 963 608 1127 919 513 SW6 626 1233C
WIA 3715 Tu8h NG5 2705 5059 3131 1818 3835 3399 1324 2308 2kg2 | 4133S
MA 6@ N6 % 56 49 20 6 3 39 07 15 12| 69
Totsl holl 10432 U728 36hO 6834 LLlk 2432 k993 357 2uhk 2869 3160 | .SkJLk
onal Fcrce. o _ e - . A
XIA 863 1016 AL B15 69T Me2 36k 523 bSO 227 W23 35| 6els
VIA 126 1690 922 702 1387 &5 671 1192 1054 66T 70T 956 | 12250
_(A Lo c.268 T 3o 8 8 23 12 28 5 37 33| ke
‘) S total 2397 285k 1433 1125 2092 1358 1058 1727 1532 &9 LT 1294 | 18546
Popular Force R ) . . .- .
: 37 65 B76 530 268 S5h 277 23 ML UL 231 288 302| SIF
vt 7 959 1206 709 383 831 M35 3% 688 66 32 352 WG| Tho9
A 131 3% 79 22 27 M 18 6 97 1. 8 17 " oy
" atal 1755 2476 1318 678 1812 T73 6L 1191 1282 - 61h 645 - 805 | 13553
5 P " ) o . l ) - .;" . . .- T .‘,
; ‘gourcc; VLe;.mm JGS via MAZV -eaugb i&l?hlz"xgr. 69.. : : o
’.’ ~ ¢ * . S es : '!
% Con e . t
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CONFIDENTIAL

ALLIED DOATIS FROY HOSTILT ACTIONS TN SEA

The tablc on tie next page ina’i;ztaa.:hat: ‘
- U5 comiat deathis in SEA continue to deoline sharply.
- RVIAF donths have been rising in 1970 avd 1671,
- Third natior deatha arc dom 3% i1 1971, A .-

- Total allved dca‘}m {less Camiodiars) remain the same:

ﬁ'cn are ko pmblc's with the dota that mequice ur to axamine ¢ the
ﬁndungs more closely. Firet, RVIAP figures j‘or recent weaks are widsrstated

til the Jtml counts are in., Second, the cycie of activity tn SBA noymliy
wfltctc higher casualties cduring the first nclf of a year than during the
second half (RVHAF deaths in the first half of 1970 vere 255 kigher thcn in
the seconl helf). Tius, cormaring the first 7 nonths of 1971 with all 12
months of 1970 terds to make 1971 results look mtatwny Aigh. The proper
techniqua te. to compare the sana reriods in each ycar. Ca-:panna the ::.rst

}uv 1970 with the scme panod in 1971, we find taat:

-

.. - US deaths are deolining even more sharply than m tablc indimtn
(daun 64%) ‘and now acoournt for fm of the allied deaths.

o

A « RVIAF- deatia hove risen about 103 as the tcbh uuhcata (the
‘fmt: ‘talf" comparison does not use the undcmtatcd data).

- Thtrd ration deaths are dom §% instead of 3%.

- Total allied dcctha ( lcn Canbodtaw) are dwn ibout €3 instead
of remaining canatmt.

o ammu, the rise in RVHAP deaths’ hm offest the Jmlw tmus

" deaths, and tke Cambodian daaths must now be includsd in the allied total.

These factors oouid combine to produce a higher allied total in 1971 tham
in 1870. However, the inurcase in RVNAF deathe this ycar-ctmcd from the
high casualties su/fered in Laos and Cambod: a, “and .Jnon opcmtm are .
unlikely to be xvpca.ca .

Y . -

I . ) : . T R T
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Third Raticn . - ' T < S
- e S % & - 76 104 .99 7. . 2
Xores ) 17 506 1005 - 8% . 635 529 W6
Pallippines - . . - = 2 e L e - . l.; ,
Theiland - 1 . 132 - 105 2
Subtotal Third Nation _51 566 53 ‘§% ‘E& 'ﬁg - “RIG
(Monthly Average) *(3) (47) ) () (82) (72) (59) = (57

ram é(‘mbodh) AT U7 SRS 7 WA 7/ SN 7/ S 1679_/ 17'*"_/4

-Grand'l’otalulle&w T 12683 17927 23199 39895

AL : §cnrce 0D Cewptrol..er '1‘5519 50 except US total tor 19{1 vhtch 1s froe N4CC Op Sum
S . - 18T, 12 August 1971

e, &l
~

SRkl A X Cane e

L ‘Cﬁunnmnu

M.IJ'ED
DRATHY FOOM L5 ACTICNS IN SEA

1063 16 1057 1968 1969 1970 iy

US Fnrcas B
Teva g o 1331 kg6 9nh 1ksyr 9361 - 176
NV L 43 (BN 2k 6 7
Laos & 19 20 31 % .38
Thailani - - - 1 - "
Subtotal U T¥s ok 9378 19 O FI 2z I8
(Neothly Aversge) (uby  (er7)  (182) (126)  (785)  (352)  (163)

AT # T a2k3 1953 12m6 24323 18936 21385  1b161
thly Average) (931  (99%6) (1060) (2027) (1578)  (1782) (1959)

. Subtotal Mifed 12643 172 199  308e5  2gmB  26Mb 15755
. (womthly Average) . (1054)  (k6))  (1933) . (3325) C(2435) (293) (279)

thiy Average) - - - - - (280) (296)

- 29218 17k&9 |
(Nonthly Average) (1054)  (1k61) (1933) (3325) (2h35) (233335/ (21u9) L.

Includes 30¢ US deaths from hostile causes in Canbodia during opsrations in o
Spring 1970. US deathz in Cambodia are net reported separstely by CZD CQ,;..roner
Thru T August 1971. A country-by-country dreakout for RB ferces is a.m.hblo .
. oaly thru June. .
Dcés not include paremilitary (ponce, PSDF, etc ) deaths..

rom

1 July 70 = 31 Dec 70. . . T S L. -
Thru 24 July 1971, R
Conputed by mrtizins rm KIA over thc entire reporting perioa o : .
O S 4 R _ s e e etla
’. Vo 2 ‘
. N & !
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( \, . CCORLARITON OF PRIVIDLY TOSTD: PAPIFTCJ.\"TGC o ._t;f,nc;{ ARD nm 0Y . g
kv’ - ' . ‘ ' ’ ’ 1
140 ; .50 ]
. . 170 /AJ — = TaIF i //Z& \ / IR -:
- e / ST ar \—/ !
. B N ol (A [ .
. - . A . At :
40 = 0 . '
| #l Fe J i
. Weokly ¥i1l4a Tn a(ﬂ(ly K31i-1 Ia !
) :.C l"\ kP ETH i . .lo e Lw Pa £ .‘L-’_:
) _ o Strendth
S NERE ™ S T R S RS e B 1§ 4 3% W - :
- 65 65 66 6L 66 66 ° . 65 65. 60 66. 66 €S :
) COMPARISON OF ARVN AIZD RF-FF CQRRBAT DEATHS ;‘
(Weekly Average by Quarter) .
. - . {
: T T 1963 1654 — — ' 3
(ﬂ - Lo 3rd  _bth . 1st .2n@  3md bth 18-Honth r
. .o - ‘ o _Gtr - Qtr Ctr xtr OGtr.  GQtr - Averare - - g
Strength (otr Ave) _ - _ o : B A .
ARV 10007 _ 257.8 | 260.9 | 271.0 1276.9 | 274.5 |273.5 ~ Z.l g1
- RP-¥F. \ooo) » 257.3 |265.4 | 271.5 |275.6 |2€3.1 1296.9 |  275.0
e Xilied in Action - - ' 3 B :
.. : T AHvN: Total KIA 95.9 |118.5. | 85.2] 68.0) 67.2{ T5.9 85 0 .
cree o - KIA/1000 Str. 0.37( O.45| 0.3} 0.25 . 0.24 .27 ,31‘._ -
nr-m Total XTA  105.7 |130.2 | 122.7 | 89.3 | 98.3 |119.3 L 110.9
KIA/1000 Str.-  O.41 ] oO.b9] O.b5) - 0.32] 0.35) .hO"} - Ao
- L S A mjor ﬂf‘ort plfmnon Tor, Cl 1“-67 is to eami.t ax leaat mr or - _:;
L : ARV‘{ {0 pacificatio.: turks; thiz has reised the question of clut ce...ua.lty AU
TIro= . rates-ARVI can be expaetndta Ipour in the pacificatiowrole, as rompared -, .
" to theis preaent searclh and destroy pission.  The Regforel Forces-and s
- 'Popular Force: have be-=n prixarily ipvelved in peeiricaticn cpention. ¥ AT
..for the pact 18 -=onths, zo.as stiempt hoo bosn rade (in the zraphs and. . 0 7 40
Table 1 above) to cacpare RF-PF aad ARVii certatb deatks, ,me data {indi- - oL
cate that RF-PF carbat jleaths consistently excied ARVH eombat deaths by -
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U " sbhout 3™ bouth in avaslute terme and in Accths per 1000 ctrenth. .
-~ :When total losses (k.lled, woundied, captures) are taken into.sccount, ]
the RV-FP veeXly avesage ot 565 -vieeds the 331 ipure for ARVN. The !
RF-FF incwrred 1.33 vweekly Josse., per 1QdC steensth versus 1.27 for .
ARVN., 12 ccuslderiny the kilie? per thousanu calculs: ’cius, we slhould
- «  repenber that about 129,000 (421) ARV troops are uppC\‘ perednisl
vho profably rever cagare Lo 2cotat, whareas the DF-P7 cuppsrt 2truce 4
ture is much sraller. Sheg, Ly RILLed §por 1XO0 r‘..-_.;mw for ARV,
.o calouwdatel on Lhe calle Af cocbkat styesisch would llgoly oxeceed the
T ORFePF Tipwe (W56 to Jh0) vor the 10 month poy iad.
. i
S o A TALLY 2 ) i
R ' _FRISNLY KILIFD ATN CAPWLFL JNCU 47D T7
EASR R oo L '\-l fidy PO fai GLEAN Lo OFLSATIONS
R -t - ~ {Aug=Dee CY 13c0)
~ e .. ARV  3rd Nation' Ug . Total
,Search&Dpuoy - o e - B . ' .
KIA & Capt. 935 18 10141 2100 o . <o
. . Bn Days ) . 818 559 . 63)3 15595 - - : '
ok . Deaths/Ba Day oL 2y a6 T a3 _
N . Clearing Operations o/ . CLT T o e LT
i+ . . KIA & Capt. oy 6 .- .- 70 .7 LT
U Bn Days - - SRR | CLp .36 5. U
S Losses/Bn Dw _ .03 b - < TS L R
g} _j In"lude.. Clear and Hold, (‘learing, and Search aad Clnr A .
Grerations. 7 ] L e e e
Jn e 'Tai:le 2 ‘anplon tenuous data to show camparative loss nte R |
. : for search ani destroy aad clearing onarfitions,: During the five '~ - . .- .

* ' -». month period, about 97% of the beottalion days shown were devoted
-'* . . 3.. %o Eearch and_ destroy ocperations which resulted fn-akilled and " . - ..
s..7 -7 -ceptured rate of .13 per battalion dey.- c‘.learir.g cperationsg : -
) “+ L . yielded & rate .14 per battalica day; :h.c ..o the Righ rate of US' ;-

SO logges in this type of opvration. Wnile very .temuous. (ooth 5.,2 . .
T T e "'E'ambe.s add cYassificdtion ‘ot operatidhs by type), tBZ data do- - - o Te. -
CU ‘indicatd that ARV may suffer fewer. casualtiev in the pa..ificgtion .
. role t‘mn in t‘ne scmh zm" 3 '*roy rcu'-* T

- ".
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\"_;r in oCoutn Vievher laring 20 snd 30, U5, Army manever bttt oo

unilery coperieneed conmuptees suffored haltie desths "in giscatle tkismido
nh Cnly tee- tx.u 3s %0 rate of uniti uader tattaiien roam-nders witto ool
than oix momths' eqpericact {n commied. .

Incr:arv-‘l emrand eoparlence ot the rift

c carpany eorw inder alro Jold
10 Sewer tattie Jeaths in Lis swdit, bLut She eflcot was ot Ao [Yeat. This
©agy refietw the nvl'*“ ipart role in zopbat of the battalion ccmmanuer.

o : Tas rale ol 2ourety coran ler leas bpcausv of heatile death cr sericus
wound, 3. "r rinlos in cml. o the Tirzt 4 months of cormand in whot apzears
2 te & "irargin, coricl”

drzzs mvxodlj x-m Lhe f‘if’tn rocth ar... ards (o 1
rite of )re-L« '*1 ER N A

[0 G- 41 »

Bven with allewance for the one year tour in country, the Sypisnl tooure

maneuver baltalion or 2 riflé cmpany commander was 5t *nri..,n._ ¥ chort
Over half the b:tzalicr. oommanders in Vietneam were routinely relieved unhout
o ceuse prior to the end of Leir sixth month'ia cormand in ceuntry; cver half

. toe ccoupany ccmar.ders were similariy relleved Yefore they ccupleted four
2+’ moaths in command. S I ot

".ofm

-

‘-~

. .

[N

. Battalion Cerranders I S S

Data cover 3% maneuver bettelivns in the five Army divisioas end scparate . i
: . brigudes’ in Soalh Vietnis in 1965 and 109356, Table I compares the rate of . . £
' K tattle deatks in rille mmpanie.» hh’me battalica camandars were in thelr
t .. _initial months of cummand in ccuntry vith the rate after six months of = -
— ccmiand. ‘We draw partienlar atteaticn to rates based upon totsls of thoze |, - - {4
‘- s killed in sction in sizeatle skirmishes. Five or more battle deaths. su“”‘red
Al s by one: company on .cne calendar day plus the hatile deaths*nccurrin stner
..~ rifle compenies of the same batialion on .the same day censtitute th.z.s toteld.
’ . Groups killed in action are more fairly stiributable to the perfommance ¢f
" the battalion commsuder. Deaths of less than five rer day cre wostly due.

. to snipers, wmines, beoty traps, etc.; theyv are ss high under en expenerx ed .
‘ba.tta.lio. co:mander as ur.:ler an 1ne.~‘pencrced one.
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P'ive or nore nat'l- dﬁaths aufi‘ered Ly one co—lpany on oue "alendar
dayplu the battle deaths occuring t.he nn- day in\otluer .r..r.:.e
cos\pan..es of fh&t tattalicn. - v
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o The question hLere li not onc of success or failure, for U,S, Army
- units geldum fuil in oy civep risaion. 'When a unlt commander's performance
is inelfertive, a swilor repiosces hin. Ivr is avoldence ol battle dewtns o
the primury oblectirs: «ec would noi ve in SV i€ it were. Rather it isg ‘
a matter €T sueeass b 4 nhianner nrices Tne rate of battle deaths ic a
measure cf the cost of ovuwozeess.

E2Y

. The rcon terure of 118 Licutenani Celeneiz who routinely completed
cormand tours of thece tattelions frem 1965 teo 1957 was 9.6 months. ;
Terperary ("acting") tours, and Lhose terminsted by death, serious injury, -

~illness or for other cause (toth pcor penor".ar. e and prcx:o lea), fera ’
total of 17 tours, are cacluded. ) ce '

.- Although the Department of the Army in pcacetime requires a minlrum
battalion cormand tour of i8 menilis, except for cause, in Vietnam it is |

- solely within the purview of individual -field carrmandera. That over half
the battalion commanders in Vieturm are relieved without cause prior to
the end of their sixth month in cormand, as shown in Table II, irphes
theatre-wide congensus ¢n the desirable tour length.

Table 7T

( > _>_‘ . k h_of Battalion formend Tour in Months, Excludin: Tour° Ended o
SN © o0+ By Deatn, -Sexious Ialury, 1liness or Other Cause o AN

T 2 3, 4 5 6 7 8 "9 10 ‘11 -
But Put But But PRut - But But Rut But Put But
Lesg Less Less less Less less - Less Loss Less lass Less less
Than Then Than Than Than Than (SUB ° Then Than Than Tusn Than Than
i 1 2 3 b 5 6 TOTAL). 7 8 -3 19 11 12 TORAL
O e Y s _ - - ) ) A
y RR .Bn Cdrs. 2" 5 .6 9 19 25 (69). 21 1!§ A 6. 31 .8

>0 LT A chech. vas made to detemine wbeﬂher initial trainins' in country is - _ 3
' el responaible for the short command tours. It showed that thise who'assume’ SO s
‘Y o  command in country wer+ is likely io do so duriar the esrly tortion of their

B duty in country as during the lstier pert. .Only cermizanders who work-up an:} N
7 . deplcy‘with their units receiwve o,eci’i~ pr-na'atory trammg. - kN, v A

st R X . PN ) o . .

.

B -, 4 - . . b
Loos 7 0 Ima test for bias, the longer _toured bat‘:mm ccmnnders vere v_ieweg! : :
- a3 & separate jrowp. Tours termineted for. csuse were excliuded. As shewn-in - 1

L Table III, battalicns under these cammanders slicw the sae trend of reduction
o auil f in the rate ot battle deaths durin; the, final mnths of the eo:manders' .
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- Company Commanders” . S S e . et

‘No. of ” » _ L B P ~
Bn Cdrs. 10 -30° 36 L7 (123) -52_- 37 13- 9 "5 .30 a3

~ rrobehly not kuown to adrnerects o this ra tm ‘ale are the duta Shown in"
. or.serivus wcuad, after rising in each of the Tirst 5 v-onths'af curard

- month to a rate one-third ar c;x-cat a2s in the ru..r"h m.m,h and retalns

WS IL LTINS ' 1

. .
Trbale 110
—te b

"ron;s Tour" Lattalicn Curminders

. A
. . . ' ¥IA/tn. Cir. Month '
hr.on.Cdrs  Tot~2  KIA in Sizcarle Other In tizeal i |

Yuentin Y\ Ekirniches FTA TotRl  Srirmishos fther !
Init G Mo. 14

of Cemawnd 150 RSV M3 N3k 5.17 2.3 2.7
. : F

After 6 No. _

£ Cad L3 151 51 100 . 3.91 1,19 .3

Incidentelly, tha rate of this rroup in initial ronths of ecormmund 15 virtimlliy
the same as for the short tour cors renders, which indicates that the leng - :
termers were nol Letler Lo begin withe. C S ' ;

Data cover the 102 rifle companies of the seme buttalions. The mean
length of company ccmrand tour for tenuves routinely terminatel waz a . - q.
fracticn under 4 menths. Tne Departrent of the. Amy peacetime nminirum ‘ B
tour length for compesny srasze commanders is one yesr, exdept for cause, b

but half the carpany commanders in Vietnam are relieved without. cause I
prior to the end of their fourtk month i comrend, ss shown in Tsdle Iv. : S
I ': L. mebleIv - . U o

Lenfrth of C rouny Corrand Tour in Mcaths, Excludine Towrs En fled
Ey beata, Sericus Injury, or Iilness .

1 2 3 ' b "¢ 6 7 8 -3 10
But But But But But But But But But But - | .
: - Less Less Less less ‘Less Less Less Less Lees iess Less Ly
- +Than Then Than T:an (sus  Than "'hnn Than Thea Thar Thatt Then e

1 _2 _3 _ TopAL) 5 6 7 _ 8 _9 10 11 TGAL

l{.lgh casualtle., Jong corpany cumandnrs the:u.,el iCS " may cor.:t.i..ufe - .'
some basis for this twnover peitern. The overall’ rate of hostile ra.,e.li- :

- ties'of rifle eow*,any cermenders, ut”1.5% per mouth, is .5 times the - .",‘-"".' ’,
- rﬂte_fcr all men in the ccorpanies. Field cc::ander.; roy. -with an intent S e
- toward justics, spresd these ha:er:!.; amonrst those el i’. ible., What Is. - .. S

Takle V. -The rate of cordany ccmmander loss because of hestile death - ‘

in whbat apgears to Le a "lemrnring penod * drcps parksdly in the rifth

1low- du:1 ng succceding months,. in- "L:;:-.nd O .
e FInEN S e
ST 685 H l-h’ T d—-‘? K




:j:) S tests failed. to sbow bias and so-conﬂmed t.he ebove ma.l;fsis. . . o 3

. - e --,----‘ B

. Table V

. NG
¢ : . Percent of corpeny commerders Lot
U . 4 Corvany Comralor Evpericonte ) Drm to bettle dentt. or serions .eninie

Teas thinu 1 month 2.04 Consolidated:

1l or nore, but less then 2 months 3.7 Y.l
R 2 or rore, but less then 3 renths 5.61

3 o more. buf less than b ronths 7.0C

b or more, but less than S reaths 2.0 » 3

5 or rore months T B 2.97

This implies that a.cm:p‘g:xy cemmander coul2 be left in office € wore zonths,
for & total of 1V, without fncurring an gdditicaal risk as great es that to
whigh he was exposcd durina “‘.is ;.u-.,t L -:on..hs of ccm.and

Other data hel p deteme '-hether thnse results might e b;aced by tha
‘manner in which battalions select the company cormsnders vho have longer :
" tours. In particular, they focused on the first U months! bettle deaths, ;
comparing thcae in companies vhose commmanders had short tours with taose 3
whose commanders want on to commlete 4 or wmore months in command, Ths : :

. Te- imi:.cate what precedes and fol.lm.s a tour of compamr ccnmand, 3 S e
detai led information was available on a sampl» of £2 officers. - Thirty
percent assuied copstand within a montin of arrival in EVl; so there appears
to be no pclicy that in-couniry trairing or experlence muct precede conmand.
Two-thirds of* those routinely rclieved next assumed a stalf positien. As
the xean lecgth of tour indicetes, a typical: Captain.can expect to have
three ditferent. Jcbs in tke course- of his year in, Vietnan. :

Increesed ccmnd experience of the ccaupamr ccm-ander al (o] results iu
* fewer battle deaths ‘n his unit. Dable VI corpares the rate of battle o
deat.hs under "company comzanders who had less -than b :ronths in ccm:m with : b
tho:e wnose cu:m.ndera nad mOTa experience. U R '
SRR S * R ..'racle vyl ;". .‘ P A

- 'Ccmp'tr.y c.mnmder m' CO. - YIA ﬁ\ Grcup» e xm.ea in Antion[to.(:dr. bk
SR ricnee ia° - - Cdr. Tetal of 5 or More. Other -: "= 3 Grouns ci” S or |
T Command . ¥onths XKIA& . 1.1 One Doy NIA - »‘,._‘Tctalv' :iore Crly Or--r

-

4 or nu;.-re'movs. T ay '3}52_ : 11: T ":1'.'5_7 ” -
dows o a0 B el ams o el

O. - cowpema . o2
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( } The rotes of Rattl~ deaths 1o rroups of S or mere on a sincle diy £how
- scpe sdvantoce ia campany ommoander experiecnce, but not te th2 degree ceen
in i atbtalion cormanders.  Morecver, the results may merely raflect tle
tondeney ©f nuw battalicn cormunders to change thelr ecopany carmonders,
50 thet the hicher Jusues in eerly months of corpany command result. from
the battalicn cunmanior's lnexfericnce, nol the corpsny cemcesnder's,

o

This is a "Pat.ciicn cormeader's war,” or he is she o!ficer rost : :

often in imaeiizte tuv.liow) cortrand in eorbat.,  While the ARCOV report

shews that in 143 oo oo UlE, Airmy units were of cempany slze in 5G%
and larger-than-cewouy cize in 200 neore, the battalien ccrrander deter- B
mines the situsticn in valch w compoeny Tinds ivcesf when a sifrmicsh berins.
The battalica cerma asr's chicee of lardins acne: &nd his eontrel ol exes

of advance, boundories, sector.., direction of attack, phase lines. and

objectives [ix the limits within which the corpuay m..nder may exercise
discreticn. The battalion commander is frequently over!-ead in a cormand helf-
copter to direct his units as thay fight on the ;round. Tce data support

the view that affectivones: depend., mainly on hic decisioas. .- T e

. ODCSOPS Comxents L

. -

1. (U) The draft article concerning the relationship between
experience {n coumand and battle deaths is thought provoking and correctly
IR points out that there is a correlation between the casualty ratec and
: Ve the time in command by company and battalion coumanders. ' I have a number
L . . -of corments which I belicve will place the factors covered in'the draft R
article in propet perspective when viewed with other significant elements -4

vhich relate to the measurement of success in coubac. .

2. (C) An anal/sis of this s"bject sb:tul& no~ only =easure the
cost of success, but glso should dofine the Success thar is achieved f{a
relation to the cost. In other words, we should answer the questiom, . :

. . "yhat do we get for the price we pay?” To find the answera to that .
s dgnnnding question, the analyst wust considcr uveul flci...:s. T R

T s, The 1n:en~1ty and neture of combak, in which t 'urticulu- .
- unit is engaged should ba examined. These factors quite ¢..en overshadow .-
the experience or command time of a participating commandé in determining’

tbc mumber of friendly casualties.. - - . '_ . PR oo e L F
.. .. . . b. The ve-ious uissions of t‘xe un' :s should be st.udied in - "»_ ' _:- ' _;
- comjumnction with other fictors. ‘A battalion securing -an-aves-for a: I - % M
LR twe “wtk period jo that the fammers in Phuoc Tuy Province ten harvest T
: AR * their rice in comparative safaty cannot be expected. tc sustain as many L o

. casualties as a bartalion assaulting the fortified positions of vell-
- . armed North Vier.namse :roops near the South Vietnmsc bo"der )‘.n Keantum -

. . . . ' - . 0 I
- -
(% ) .

R f <€, Both tlu cnmy and trundly cusunlty utca should be demmimd

: and ‘ccmpared, since the success of a battie is measured in terms of the

... .welative effcct on both forces. As an exanmple, several dbattalions aof the
EORN lst Cavalry Div‘siou s acclon in the LER R an; ‘.I.nley in 1965 sustaincd

¥
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_ parameters of ynur study, this action could have been classiiicd as less

Y. 'or one who assumes command in a unit which has lix nontha of combat

“~..,cquld result in fewer fricndly casualties simply because the cormander

. length of time that he can function with maximum effectivenes;.

* and company commanders respectively was not determined arbitrarily.

. * who, based on over two yeara' experience with US units in that envitonment,

." have determined & command tour of that approximate length to be the most:
-desirable and effective, considering all the factors. While a statistical

- .. analysis points out treads which should te consi.iered it also reveals -

* the extreme difficulty one encounters in attempti.ng to qumtify the

_ -can best judge the length of - cinc an ofﬁccr should remain B cmd ot Tie.
" of & unit :ln combat, . : T oo

- OASD/SA Crmente e e e . L

-because entire units were "veid of cozhat _xpenence in J‘l-
manders "'burn out" after .l.cnger tours.

- . P N L SR N LR 3

cm JE?J;; (1

comparatively high fr!om.”y casugltica. Non: of thc battalion cotmanders

had been in combat lonper than threoe months. However, subsequent .
evaluation, comsidering cneny casuslties, capturad cnemy weapons and : 3
matericl, and the intolligence glcaned from caotured documents and .
prisoners proved the action to be a major US victory. Within the

thun successful,

3. (€) I ree!f.c¢ that the dara base for a jrstfstical anzlysis of
thi{s sort #s rather limited, but a cc.r..pa;)ison of yhue 1365 data with that of
subszquent years is questionable. o Us A\rmy uni't had coupleted six
mouths in KVN prior to th: last two meotha of 1365, and only three
bartalions had been iu combat six coaths or more those last two months.
This weans that all the other Army battalions in combat during 1963 nut
only had commanders who had been iu combat less than six months, but the
entire cormand, frcm the low st private to the battalion cuwmanders'
superfors, was equally void of combat experience ia RVN. No valid
comparison can be drawn between a battalion commander operating in those
.circumstances and onc who has had a cormand in combat over six months

cxperience under its belc. .

4. (C) How long should a battalion cr company coclunder commnand ' -
his unit {n combat? We know from experience that a commander begins to '
"“burn out" after a period in this hazardous and exactinyg environment.

He becomes rcluctant to take calculatced riske, and may subconsciously R
become overly conscrvative in the employment of his unfit. This tendency *

is not fighting his unit as hard as he did during the first few wmonths of
command when he was full of snap, zest and agaressiveness and eager to
destroy the enemy. The cxtreme demands placed. ou a commander, due to the
complex, fluid and vigorous nature of the combat in Vietnam reduce the

s. (C) - The average of six and four nonths iu cmnd for bac'-nuou

-

Rather, it represents the expetiem.a of our senior commanders in Vletnam

many facets of combat. I am couvinced that our commanders in the field - B

CA =

r ODCSOPS roises three besic yoint 8. (l). cther fec-:\':ors‘ showld be repcrred
to "define the ruccesgs thst is aar.ievcd,"‘ {2) 1965 data should not be incluie:
and (,) coc« -

cee -
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. Firat, QDCIOTY stressec otheor factors such as the pisnion, the nature
U af cxcbat, anl tle enaxy's casuslties, not Just {riendly cesuaslties must te
ccnsitered in sue 1 eveluation, Dut, such data are nct now arsilabvle. Ve
can only hepe that tniz and gimiler articles will lead to {zpreved peporting
of this type datn rﬂ"m tc nscish the field corcander and to permit further

anslysis of *hic .,:.e.t . .
Even sc, t'. fa>t ro:ains thet in sizestle skirmishes the eynerignced
’ 2
- battalien coomanier .Lc.,u a significantly sasller murber 'of his nmen.” Fecauce
this pnalyseis !z baseli upon datse which covers sa extended tlnz pe"iod *ani

the widest possitla dliveraity of Army univs and areas of corbat, we aseune
that the cther factsrs cited (ilffering miczions, corbat intensity, etc. )

should even ocut in the final results. All of the sensitivity testz we

ran to check ror bieses and reliability of data suppcrted cur canclusione.

Second, the exciusion of 1965 data would pot uteria;ly affect the .
conclusions, As is shown on the tanle below, uaing only 1%6 data, the
sane conclusions emerge.

. - o LABIE 1
. : S . m/s‘: CDR }2iTH (19c6 bnh)
Battalion Commander : -
Experience in Command Total in Sizeable Skimishes . Other
o\ -~ less than 6 montts, by 0 ae L T T aem
( 7 . 6ormoremo'ztha - vz, . 158 2.55 °

Third, we can 1ocate no data to :lndicate tha.f. long term comanders -

"burn out" or are less effective. This does not mean that the phenomencn

-of burn out does not. exist, nor that the senior commander can ignore ig,’

~if he feels it does exist. iiwever, we cannot prove its existence and we
* suspect that the present rotation policy may be based mcre on considerations
of providing a wide base of corbat experience then oz the "burn out™ factor.
This study shows clesrly that retention of the besat Sattelion commanders has .
“a real payoff. Since lives are at stake, mrther reviev ot this qu.;ugn
i.s clzarhr warranted., . &
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 CONFIRENTIAL Hewe

EXTERIENCE IX COVALN R BATTLZ DESTHS:  MACY REBUTTAL

We reccived the follewing lettar froa MACY which reduss cur January
. article on cozrand tenure wid reiated battle deatha. Qur article con-
cluded:

"Ihe rates of hattie deathz in grouss of % ¢r more on a single
day chow some advantsge ln compeny commandier expecience, but not to
the degree seen in Latteliun cosmanders, Moreover, the results may
nerely reflect the tendency of rew battalion comusnders to change

-~ theiy company commancders, SO that the higher losscs in early punths
. of compeny command result frex the ba t;lion con.under'l inexper- 4
jence, not the company comcenderts.” = - . . ‘ﬂ

. MACV cémments are set forth below:

4
1. In your { :mua:}' 1968 ..‘{Ju A J.y-i.. Res ort an onclysis is'made -
of the relatn.orship belueen compend Lime of m-ncuvor batizlion com.nders :
md the batile losses suifered by their comands. .

‘2. This sriicle hes teon reviewed end swexel q\.estzons hnvo cora -
to ni.nd uhich nxy provo of m.tcrcs. to you. .

3. It ‘.ls a trdsa that e:-ae:icnce in b\tttlﬂ will icxd to fouer - v -
friendly losses fren the point of view of the :legmming curio.? ‘Hourgver, -
“such a generality nuwst, of necessity, be tomersd vith considaration ) i
-.of the mrny other variables uhich affect the. ounteane-of battles. -The T
"1umins cuwe" concept hos validity bocaLse, anons ct‘a things:

L e The cna:w'a attack tactics fall ihto pattc:m, vis-a-vis
td.nu ‘and rethod. These con be leemned by t:z:e-.\.mco, pe..."..icula::l,v *dw*a
tho ms.v force is al'mvs the s..m 3."oup ol units. o )

AR ;s o N cortd.n concc-'ta of dx‘ assadis - Le, durztion of pre ar"ao-.'“ :
toxy 2ires, type of firss, ngmd conriau 'a.tio'\, and oth\.rs ~ prove thax-

.
-— . e

Ty »"-~-« ’ i’l “The fold 'uz" r:'o-d co**re\.t.'!.:,r usasms his fTorce c..p.-.‘ai:itic.a Lo
mr d.re, and can t.‘ze.mo e :._...u.u zory wic..c"a usz? or his st h... )

- . .
. “

o = Uhot.h*r t.ho bmﬁts o' thc 1e..:'xﬂ.ng cuwe» ate in x:.n.,. t\.de
to t‘m findings of yous cnrlysis is sthject to qx.ostlo-x. .The comsents. - )
\td.t.h :l’ollo': e o:fa:.n. i.n thr. int.».».at of ;.erins yo‘.r a..a.u,ns. Y

& Table X of your a..m:; can be t*.mu.: ted Lntn pe*cent..ges f R aK

c?i:éﬁémm ST e
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bwos LA £9.67 e R.95 - 2.46
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) 100.00 149  100.00

~

. This shous thet the *less than sic: rorths® couxzndars cypodiancad a
8lightly greatsr perceatige of battlo losses them Mol porecntage of the
total comind $ine, but the nognitude of th.° diffeicnes Goos not ;:-..sert
as dra:x:t.ic a. r.icture as does tha 0.\3).) :!.ndc:. ‘

»

.76, Our concein over this s.nﬂ:rais is mmd...ed as Solloss,

Ca. . You have assw:cd ir—licitly that. t.he intcnslty 2nd other
variables of the b..ttles m cach instence in thc s...::.lc have been tho
- 8o, . ,

.

SeL b. You have clso esoumad ..zqﬂicd.uy «ehat’ the muber of ba»»l..s
" “Av- v 1. disbributod in accordancc vdth the mtr.\.h:ztim of emnd tine -

c. There is ..n incox.dstercy 1n the sexries ot tables usad to
" substantiate t.hc findings, such that tho methenctics cannot be reconsiructed.

Q. ‘Table II of the study m:..rizcs the distd.bution ot ba ttalion
, : emnda:: in t.hc ..::!plo. R L -
. <,
R T Re mndsrﬂ.ncthenmﬂovﬂnootuehdassintewalinthc
s -1«3 thnn six ronth* g:'ouains. a tort.al of 29&.5 h:tta.‘l.ion eox::mnder mnths
s obtainod. o . . 3
o B:perlcneo T - )hmbpf of _ Ba.ttn.‘ljm
o L.Jﬁl.ths - ¢ . Cormenders . Grd Yonths .
K \;~‘.. » '-". - 0.5 - ,‘ ..:”‘:,- . ‘.";. ._2' N . .
R g e T T - SR
SRR 2.5 N 6 .
. R D% S B SN
L . ~heS . L. J' . 19 N
S 5" e Clp Y e el 2. R :
" SR ‘.~ 5 .- :“:" ~ o r e o
‘i- l‘ ~, B e . 4~,’,~\~..~ R i Ry
m: total 13 sub:tantinl)y less than tho m eu-.md mmt.ha c.ited in

N Tabls I. If the nxdmmn value of c_:qc\ cliss intecvel wore essigned, the

SR LI ]
»
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U ‘ nulber of commd pontha would totol 329, still less than the L3k

- identified in Totle X. Further, i the 49 battalion comiinders in the -

sgroater thun oix ponths' catogery arc each crodited \dth eractly six
wmorths corond timo, tho total cormand months figure would be 294.5 +
294 = 582.5 substontially greater than tho 484 cited in Tuble I.

b. Continuinz this enalysis of cormandars wdth greoter then
six ronths in ccuxowd, as shewm in the 0ASD Table IXI, a tota) of 375.5
ronths of cosriand cxper:’.‘cnce has been ecowaulated by these cormcnders.

Bopericice Huzber of : Battaiion
Lu,._rth.L Gormerders Qﬂ)ﬁpn.t.h.s.
é.5 a 136.5
7.5 1 105.0
‘8.5 b 3,4.0
9.5 6 57.0
o L2105 - .3 .S
N Tuns T | o e d

. . By subtrecting their first six wonths of cormend (6 x 49 = 294) a

. .. .. _ resideal of 81.5 corrond ronths should have been tccumulated by them :

(. ... ;. after the six ronth mid-point.  However, the OASD/SA Table I shous ST

L&) «-o.<-only 50. Further, by the logic of asaigning these cormonders the dotten "
. value.of ecch class interval, the minirmm possible cormand time of these .

e eotmanders wowld have to be 57 coamznd months, as coxpared to the 50

© T cted, e e

Mumber of R _— S I
Menths in - ’ Muzber of ' Battalion T
Breessof 6 - . -Comaanders C o Sedlenths

.

AMFUNHO
'wdabgﬁ

. - Sty i L. . . .
== A N T T T T S T e

N ST e \.'ith rcspect t«o 045D ‘l‘cble m, ‘the 156 cotnand mx-t.ha does :
come ‘not sgroe with the 294 proviously cdeveloped (49 x 6 = 294). Thus, -the *
Cee semple in Table IIX con ot inclido tho total of 49 coomenders, but :
. spparently sclects only 26. If this is the cosE, thea the average Y

. '.eomnd6 tincinc:cess aixr.ont.ha for theac mnde:shcn]; ..

N . .

W
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This anclysis lcads to the followdng questiens.

»

"8« Yhat paramcters were usod to substontlate the:assuaption
that ccrbat :Lnt.cn.‘xtj wrd frequency vere balanced in the sample? Can
a dstributien of nuwber of sidurdches and loases in these aldrnishes
be provided for euch of the two gmu;.s”

b. ©Cn uhat basis was ths Cot amlo changed in progrossing
from Table I through Table 1I into T: ole 1117 .

¢. Vas therec encupgh data aveilahle in the apparcently smaller
sample of Tahlo III to drav valid conclusions?

9.
points.

tle would be intorested in hearing fron yon conceming the"o

s .
UP WP R P TSNP Y U CPIT PG Y SN TV

o " MACV's questions, as summarized in parsgraph 8 of this letter, pertain

* to combat intensity and distribution as ven as to mlrent lnconsistencies
in the data between tables. . '.z .

. Combat intensity, and other factors too, would be nelpfui additions
to this study. Regrettadbly, data are not availadle, - But these other

. considerations should wash out i{n the final results because the dats
cover a wide range of Army units and areas of combat in the tiae period
for which there is information. - Tests for reliabllity and bias tend to
bear this out. SRR . :

The dats used in Tables I and II vere not identical. The article
pointed out that the battle deaths shown in Table I only covered 1965
and 1966. Mowever, Table IT used sowe additicnal data covering & -

portion ¢f 1967, as was pointed out in the article. Table III, of

'  course, used the same data as Table I as it dealt with combat deaths.

v

¥e agree that more data would be helpful. - But Table ITI included
all of the "Iong Term" battalion commanders for which we had data. ‘.‘
‘More data migbt have shown a different picture. But we doubt it.. It’

was our view (and MACV confirms this) that more experienced battalion
", , coopanders are more effective:
" "7 killed in combat.

on tae average fewer of their men get

N . S
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RD _CADRE AT'RITIPN

.;;' a Rcvalut-oucry Develapnent cadre are decer?:ng at a rata
. af 213 per year, highar than for arny GUVY military fcrae, par-
.- heps decause thay have a 30% better ohinea of te;nq killed

than the military forces, Adding otiher losses raises thy
ntal RD cadrc attrition rate to 32% per year, PrOJecb Tukeoff
. ;a attempiing to reduce the atrriticn rate by improving RY
© eadre diseiplirs, morale, and benefits. PF ara being trained
. to play a larger role in RD ae tsrtttartal secur.ty recsives
more annraszs. S

"l; _.' Desertienq_

Table 1 shows that BRD cadre (xncludxng Truonc Son,
montagnard, cadre teams) deserted at a rate of 18 perxr °
. ~. 1000 per month, or 21% per year, in the second juarter of
7.3 0" 1968. Other: losses . (KIA, captured/missing, resignations and
... 7. . retirements)- attrite another 11l%'a year. Thus the RD program
[ - ~".: 7 -. #ill probably lose 32% of its current strenqth in 1968 or
o over 13,000 men. . ;
..~ . Table 2 shows that the RD cadre gross* desertion rate
. is higher than the gross desertion rate for the RVNAF forces
c TN\ o> im 1967 and 1968. It ranges from 12% ta. 26% -higher for the
(\_;>f'iv,;'thtee halt year periods shown, thh the gap narrowinq 1n
LT .1968 . o - : o :

_KIA Rates -

R : ' T e RIS
v o "+ " - The. high RD desertion rate may be due, in part, to. a

.- KIA rate which was 35% higher for RD cadre than for other -

7o RVNAP in 1968 (and 65% higher in the second half of 1967). .

=t o Table 2 shows that RD cadre have been killed at the rate of
‘3.1 per 1000 each wonth in 1968, versus a . rate of 2.3 for

- the RVNAF forces. An RD cadre in 1968 had thce the chance

_Aof qotting k;lled as an RP or.PF troope:. e R

Proj_ct Takeoff. Proqxam oo :.f°j,f“~'7 : )
R A u':f “'The high rate of RD cadre desentiona is receivxng attentiou _
U in. pacification plann1nq.- ‘According. to. CORDS field reports =
4*1“?v" "1u-Ju1y 1968+ US adviiors are trying to get thé GVN ‘té-reduca- - -
: "«-. RD.cadre attrition ‘as-a part of- Project Takeoff. .Among the ..
"RD* program improvements wb;ch a:c bezng pushed are the follow-

<7 m' o - . ,‘t L.
S [ Lol
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‘ard refresh the training of RD groups regularlv

e e O
-~ -~\ aw
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1. Improving discipl 11° by anreauxnj punitive measures
for deserting the progran, including enforcing surrent GVN
dxrertxves. removxng AWOL8 from the payzoll, and draf:xng
AweL pexsonrel into ARVN. ,

“2. 1Increasing benefits as incentive for longer service,
including giving a bonus for reenlistmant.

: 3. Improvinag morale and prestige as a means of gaining
stronger commitment to the RD provram. For instance, the
GVN Vietnam Information Service (VIS) is advertising the

RD vrogram on its radio/TV broadcasts. Also one cocps headguartars

reports that it has worked cut plans to provide artillery
support for RD teams within range of frxendly supporting

. ,artillery. {We have no data concerning the othe:s )

R Selectznq better candxdates for leadﬂrshxp t:ainiag
classes.,. N

5. Using mobile RD ‘and RE/PF traxning-teams to re-motivate

6. Regularly providing 1n-provznce tra;ning for recrults

. befcre they ,o to Vung Tau fo._ ‘ba ic trgxn.nq.

7. Stimulatxng interest and xnowledge in tns RD proqran -

~f.among GVN-afficials. -

’ . 8. Developing effective means oX supervising stay-
behznd“ cadre after the full 59-man team leaves a ¢ompleted

. .~ hamlet. For instance, the 59-man teams - .1y remain in -the
«“sane vxllage, a short dxstance away £rom the completed hamlet.,

P

‘ Wé-do not know how well the programs are succeedxng,

;:ﬁut‘the statistics seem to indicate that more protection
... for the RD cadre might raise morale and lower attritxon

better than any other -measure. Tt

I TN

Reevaluatlon of RD °r10r1*1es f" oot - IR s

Y . . . - . PSR

" .ae GVN Mlnxstry of Revolutionarv Development Has dlrected

“the 714 _RD teams'to concentrate on building.hamlet security, ,»

.and to~ defer, at least tempofarily, the hamlet development
“projects which formerly constituted 6 of the teams' 11 RD
-.,tasks. ~In addition, US advisors are emphasizing integrated

" . territorial security planning at all levels: For instance,
-1047 of the 4387 PP platoons have been programmed for training
~ in RD tasks; of these, at least $561 had completed basic,

' . vefresher, or in-place R0 training by July 31. . Presumably
 the 1047 platoons will be able to assist the S-man scay-behind
. RO te&ms in protectxng hamlets. already pac;fied.-“ o
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prrey

Averagz Strength

Xv Yrovance)

RD Cadre

Truong Son

Cadre
Total

- Attrition

.‘)_

- RD Cadre:
KIa
" Deserted
" Qthex
Total

Deserted
" Other’
-Total.

Honthly;Desertxons
Per Thousand In-
Provxnce Strength

RD Cadre
- TS Cadre

5 :

-
~

‘Honthly Atttition

Per Thousand In-.
Province Strength

. RD Cadre
TS. Cadre

| [

rﬁii§7 . Source:

. RN PROGRAN STRINGTH AND' AYTRITION 3/ |

CUNFID[NHAI.

1967 1968 1967~ - o, 7 1%¢d
Ist - 2nd Ist 1st nd 3rd Ath
Half Malf Half | Qtr ~—Qer  Otr Qtr Otr
! B '
22688 26169 32336 {22855 22520 24559 27363 _=nz7
6087 6302 6644 | 5699 6475 5473 6125 674
28775 32471 38980 128554 238995 31448 33494 =717
' sl N
) ) E :...' :‘_.'._ . - .- ; .
260 44) 617 119 - 1417 174 . 267 34
1865 2224 3030 732 . 2133 1017 . 1207. 136H
~1779 1574 1343 804 - 9L i 852 .. 722 579
. '1333"*’7215"” 0 I3 LY
, Coriln e e o
93 98 104 23 .79 sg.lag | 5
491 427 864 .86 - 405. 217 - 710 328
‘139 249 234 79 . 60 120 - . 129 1388
) 74 202 .| 188, ‘Hs3su 3% 378 52)
B - . e
353 539- 721 | 142 211 233 306 = 39
2356, 2651 3894 | 818 1533 1234 1417 1693
. 1918 1823 1577 i 883  103% 972 . 851 813
4627 _ 5013 - 6192 ( 1843 - 7768 2435 2574 2964
13,7 14.2 1.6 ) 10.7 ﬁfli*f" 13.6° :_1£.7 15.8
©13.6 ©13.6 -16.6 | 4.5 % 13,7 . 13 1 -1(;; 15,
R PO Tt
< T - v - N R -
28,7 27.0° 25,7, © 24.1 . 333379703 *26.7.  25.4
19.8 20.5 30.2 11,0 20.% - 20.4. .20.6 . 25.94
26.8 ,25.7  26.5 ‘ 21.5 - 32;0, zs;g N 25A§ 25. 8
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AND ATTIITION & . b
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1967 7 T L F . 1968
. ist | 2nA ird 4th 1€ 2nd
_Qtr _Qtr orr. Qfr Qtr Qtx

2

O
% ‘ '.» . ’_-.'.“ ' . F
122855 22520 24369 27359 10272 31400
' 5699 ‘6475’ §479 I35 6847 644l
28554 ' 6?5 31448 ~334?4_ STTI9 40w4]

.,
:
e evra
]

119 - 81 174 5 341 276
732 . 1133 - 1017 1365 . 1665
‘804 " 8975 ' 852 .. nzk 575 668
655 TIWTTIATT 2156 2301 2609

: .

2 B { BN -1 R ba S ... 47

.86 " 405 217 © . Zl0 328 5¢6~
79 -60_ 12¢ : ‘ipy - 138 ag
CIBE T 8ISTTI6 v 378 523 679

« Y FUE

.142 PRI ° 233 366 398 323'-
818 1528 " 1234 - 1417 -1593 2201
883 " 1035 972 - -8s1 B13 764

- 243% 2574 2904 3288

"ié;s“'i($7fiii§;o 16017
. 1LY 0 M4 .16.0 0 27.7
13.1 ,3},;_ -15.2- . 18.0 -




a/ Source: CGRDS for RD cadre data.

SEA Statistical Tables, mnea n, lut, and hB for Rvmr data.
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o © TARIE 2 - l
COMPARISQN OF RD AN PNSF ATIRITICH RATES af -
gt 1658 | 1967 Y
st 2n2 1st 1st 2284 323 'itq  1st  nl
Ealf Half Bl | Ctr ‘o¢r Oty O3 QLr otr
Degertions For 1000 Pee Month
TD/TSRD Cadre 13.6 13.6 16.5{ %.5 17.7 13.1 1h.x 5.2 14
RVW: \ N . L. N : L . » :
Regular Forcea ©10.7 10.4 15.9 {11.7 9.7 6.7 11.0 6.1 15.R. 3
Regional Forces « 10.% 9.7 12.0 {1¢.2 10.7 1.0 9.4 10,3 1.k
Popular Forces 13.6 13.1 15.0 jik.,2 13.0 13.5 "12,7-13.2 .
Total RVNAF 11.3 10.8 1,8 {12.0 10.7 lq.ﬁ 11.0 1k, 1 15.%
KIA Fer 1000 Per Month e o Lo A ' ]
.FD/TSRD Casre 2.0 2.8 32{ 1.7 24 2.5 ‘3.0 3.6 26
RVNAP: S S BT IR .
’ Resular Forcﬁs ) 1-6 1-5 209 1.6 1-6 ln3 B 106 3.7 2.2’;
. Regional Forces 1.8 15 1.L}21.8- 1.8 1.5 15 1. L7
X mur Forces . . 2..0 2..‘ - 1.6 ‘2-0_" 290 - aol ' 207 1-6 1.6
Total RVNAF ; 1.7 1.7 2.3} 1.7 :“1.‘8 1.9 1.8 2.6- 2.0,
. ) . i L .. . \. - ]
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RD QAvES STTRTTION: 0 JOTLIATION
e

Last moontp we i7isnped taet RD cadre arz decerting at a Righer
than for aay QWi h_u.\ru ‘arce.  Thic was wrongz. The rates cited w2
. BED eadre in proviates spd rfuould not have beep applied to tctsl RD =t
noy comrared to retesz for total RVTAF strength,  Applying two correct
appreacues, ve Tind thay: .

1. 1n terms o telal strongstns,
{s) RD cuetie are Jescrting at a rate of 1&) per yrer, helow IF
and Remular forces Lut enove tro RF md well within the polse leva2l of theee

statistics.

(b) Tct.al R.x attr ition rate in 19t ia at an apnual ratc of 26$ -

(‘c) 'me 19b8 RD cad.re monthly XIA rate (throm:,h June) of 2.5 por

1000 1s 79% sbove the PP- rat e, ,6;. sbove the RF rate, but 16; below the

.. Tregular forces rate.

— . "

a L

. “,‘cnmbu.t (tactical "uit) strength. &é 3o ha partinl data on Regular Force

. - grosg desertjios per 3000 combat }.trength. , During Jenvary through August ‘

: 1958 (Merch data hot available), gross desertions of ARVN and VNMC. regular . - N &
" farce combat persdmnel-averaged 31u5 per 1000- per mo:xtﬁ, ecupu-ed“ ﬂ‘th 16 6 o= T

. L .

"'1\_:-see4 RVNAF desert.i',m a_rt_ic,le ?J-sé"ﬁeﬂ.' in thls Lssus.

2. ‘In texms of comhat/in-province strength, RD cad*e a.re desert:mg et

- 'a.bout halt the rate of gross desertions t’rom Vietnenese Army and Marine com=
. bat units.

Attrition Ra tes Ba.,ed on Tctel St' ength

* Table 1 shows RD cadre desertion ond KTA ratea based on total at:rengths."
In 1968, RD cadre are deserting at a .rate of 164 per yzar (13.6 per 1000 er.
‘month); edding other losses ralses the rate to 267 per year (21.€ per 1000 ..
" per month). “Tze RD cadve momthly desertion rete of 13.6 per 1000 sirength
was less than RVNAF Regulsr Forces and PF rates (15.9 per 1000 per month and-

15.0 per 1000 per month respectively), but higher than the RF rete of 12 0
,per 1000 per mnth. )

'RD cadre this year have been alnosf twice as J.ike],v (..79%) to be knled :

,;‘Q'_ina.t:tiou es PF end 156% as s likely as the B, but oul;r 81 as Likely as Regu-. '
._.;mtarcepersomel. ’ _ : i : oL

KPR

. Attrit:lan Fates Based on In-Prcvircg/Cmbat Perscnnel S

Lo we do uqt bave o"ficial data. ‘on Regﬁl&r W:x-ce, m‘, oF P“ KIA per 1000

pe!- 1000 m-province Rn ca.dre per n-.ant.h.

iy .
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\.j-' o RDCADR:.HD Rmmmrntrxcn RATSS - -

' 1967 1968
L K et Tl st
. .- Bal? Hal® Half

D CADRT TOTAL STREWTH 2 s/ 34,241 bo,L16  W7,7C2
FOUTHLY RD CADRE ATTRITION: :

¥IA . ' .59 90 = 120

‘besertions - L © 393 . kb2 649

. Other . ST 3P0 30h 263

©ou L LTotal it - L. 0 e - 83 .. 1;032

| NOMTILY KIA/1000 L : L
. RD Cadre e . 1T 2.2 " 2.5 :
U RVEAF: S :
St Begu...ur F“rccs R ¥ A5 29 -
34 5 e .. 1.8 % 1.4
- ' o . 2.0 2.5
1.7 1.7

- ‘:-‘ .« . a

oD Cadre - ILS U109 T 136

SRR T 1080 U6 T 12,0
- 13,6 .13 150
Totel RVEAT : ?111.3 : ;Lo. LY

. .

| ?{ Innludes 7D and n-ncng Scn peraomel in provincc plu: thoue m trunins

TR S AP
--H.Rest_zh. !‘orceq SR [+ X S 1 X T | X - :::"' .




